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CR-21-000074 – 24/06/2021 

Principal Investigators - Duncan Gee, Karen Bailey 

Incident Description: RSPCA Job # 47090. Ewes lambing with no shelter 

provided 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Correspondence 
Email 
25/06/2021, 09:02 am 
00h:05m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 9:02 AM, I received an email from RSPCA with complaint # 
47090 attached. This complaint is in regards to ewes and lambs at Sandford with no shelfer. 
 

Investigation 
Obtaining Documents 
25/06/2021, 09:10 am 
00h:15m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 9:10 AM, background checks on property. 
 

Investigation 
Phone Call 
25/06/2021, 10:43 am 
00h:01m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 10:43 AM, phoned the complainant. Left a message to call 
me back. 
 

Investigation 
Phone Call 
25/06/2021, 10:49 am 
00h:05m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 10:49 AM,  phoned back. She confirmed 
that the paddock she was talking about was on the Lauderdale side of Rifle Range Road - 
going up Rifle Range Road. 
 

Investigation 
Phone Call 
25/06/2021, 10:55 am 
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00h:01m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 10:55 AM, I phoned  and left a message for 
someone to call me in regards to the property at Sandford. 
 

 
 
Investigation 
Phone Call 
25/06/2021, 10:56 am 
00h:05m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 10:56 AM,  phoned back and explained he is a partner 
with  in the business - Tasmanian Development Coporation Pty Ltd. They 
own the property but they lease it to Greg Brown of Sandford who owns the sheep. I told 
him i knew Greg and would contact him. 
 

Investigation 
Phone Call 
25/06/2021, 11:09 am 
00h:10m 
Karen Bailey 
On the 25th day of June 2021 at 11:09 AM, Greg Brown phoned me as he had a call from 

 who he leases the land off to say i had enquired about the property and sheep. Greg 
explained that they do have shelter and there are actual shelter belts on the property and 
the sheep can get into them. The paddock they are currently in is the most sheltered 
paddock on the property and the warmest. They are currently being fed silage, lucerne, hay 
and grain. He has had over 130 lambs born and has lost 3 lambs in total. He said there are 
trees and scrub all around the paddock and can also shelter under banks depending on 
where the wind is coming from and also around the old hut and inside if they want. He also 
spoke about the cow with the injured leg which i will update in the other job for the cow 
that was at Mangalore. No further action recommended as the sheep have access to shelter 
and have had very small losses. 
 

OUTCOME RESULTS 

The sheep have access to shelter and have had minimal losses whilst lambing. 
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CR-21-000074 – 24/06/2021 

Principal Investigators – Holly Rickards 

Incident Description: On the 28/07/2021 HR received RSPCA case #47366 

which states 'The owner of the sheep has been seeing taking multiple dead 

sheep and lambs off the property in the last few days. He told the owner of 

another property that the sheep had a disease of some sort, and he would 

have to give them injections to stop this happening. Mother’s are having lambs, 

then are dying, and the lambs are dying also of course. The owner of the other 

property has taken on one of the lambs, and told him that she would take any 

others ans read them so they didn’t die. He did not bring anymore lambs to 

her. She had a look at the property later that night, and said there are mothers 

dying all over the paddock and their lambs just left there. Deceased sheep are 

being taken off the property in white bags.' 

Incident Location: 73 Shelomith Drive, Acton Park 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
Notice 
28/07/2021, 08:07 am 
00h:00m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 28th day of July 2021 at 8:07 AM, HR received complaint #47366 via email from AS. 
 

Correspondence 
28/07/2021, 09:00 am 
00h:30m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 28th day of July 2021 at 9:00 AM, HR conducted a search of theList and identified 
property in the complaint as 73 Shelomith Drive Acton Park 7170. No PIC for this address. 
HR identified property owner through white pages search and contacted them. Property 
owner  passed on the number for his business partner . 

 said that they lease the property to a man called Gregory BROWN who runs 
sheep on the property and is 'down there every day' and passed on his contact details. 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
28/07/2021, 12:00 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 28th day of July 2021 at 12:00 PM, HR attempted to call BROWN, no answer, 
message left. 
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Correspondence 
Phone 
28/07/2021, 12:12 pm 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 28th day of July 2021 at 12:12 PM, BROWN called HR. HR notified BROWN that a 
complaint had been made regarding sheep on a property he is leasing. HR asked if BROWN 
had ownership of these sheep and lease of the property, BROWN said yes. HR explained 
there had been a complaint regarding the health of sheep that were known to be dying on 
the property. BROWN said he was well aware of the health of the sheep and they were 
experiencing twin lamb problem and foot abscesses. BROWN said that he had bought the 
sheep 2-3 months ago and when they arrived some were limping. BROWN said that he had 
lost 20 out of 580 sheep during lambing. BROWN said the sheep have a lick feeder, silage, 
brewers grain, Lucerne and chaff that he is providing twice daily and checking sheep twice 
daily. BROWN said he is spraying the sheep's feet with zinc oxide and injecting them with 
calcium. BROWN said he is providing 100kg of grain a day. BROWN said he the sheep were 
experiencing 'toxic reaction'. HR said feeding too much grain may cause acidosis. BROWN 
said that the sheep that were good were in great condition and the unhealthy ones were 
being looked after. BROWN said he had been seeking advice from the vet that owns Sorrell 
and Bellerive vet clinics but did not provide contact details or names. HR said she had gotten 
all the information she needed at the present and said she would be in touch. 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
28/07/2021, 02:57 pm 
00h:04m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 28th day of July 2021 at 2:57 PM, HR phoned Bellerive Tasmanian Veterinary 
Hospital and asked if any of the vets had been in contact with BROWN regarding his sheep. 
The receptionist checked and none of the vets there had been in contact with BROWN. The 
phone number for , one of the partners in the business who is based at Sorrell was 
passed on to HR, as the receptionist said he is likely the person who would have talked to 
BROWN. The receptionist said  would be back at work 
tomorrow. 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
29/07/2021, 08:34 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 29th day of July 2021 at 8:34 AM, HR attempted to call  (vet). No answer, left 
message. 
 

Correspondence 
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Phone 
29/07/2021, 08:54 am 
00h:04m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 29th day of July 2021 at 8:54 AM,  (vet) called HR. HR asked if he had spoken 
with or provided advice to BROWN.  said he knew BROWN but hadn't spoken to him 
about these sheep.  said he would follow up with other vets at the clinic to see if anyone 
had spoken to BROWN and would call HR back. 
 

Correspondence 
Text Message 
29/07/2021, 02:18 pm 
00h:00m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 29th day of July 2021 at 2:18 PM, HR sent a text to  (Vet) which said 'Hey , 
just wondering if you had any luck seeing if any of the vets had spoken to Mr Brown? 
Cheers, Holly (Biosecurity Tasmania)' 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
30/07/2021, 09:44 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of July 2021 at 9:44 AM, Rob called HR.  said that none of his vets had 
seen BROWNS sheep.  said he was a friend of BROWN and they occasionally have 
conversations regarding the sheep and  provides friendly advice.  said he talked to 
BROWN last night and from talking to him thinks it could be abscesses or foot rot as well as 
pregnancy toxaemia.  said BROWN has been treating them with calcium and zinc oxide 
and putting down sheep which are suffering. HR advised  that she did not need any 
more information from him and if the department was to encourage BROWN to engage a 
vet,  would be left out of this due to conflict of interest and the fact he is a small animal 
vet.  

 
 

Investigation 
Site Visit 
03/08/2021, 11:00 am 
01h:00m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 11:00 AM, HR and MT met with BROWN on Shelomith 
drive at the gate of the property he leases. MT, HR and BROWN walked through the first 
paddock which had 5 horses in it. BROWN said the horses did not belong to him but he fed 
them. When we neared the paddock with the sheep, HR asked if all 500 sheep were in this 
paddock, BROWN said there is only 400 as he bought 452 but lost 38. When we entered the 
paddock with the sheep HR saw one lamb carcass on the ground. BROWN said the paddock 
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was 100 acres. HR asked how old the sheep were and BROWN said they were 7-8 years old 
and this would be their last season. BROWN pointed to a ewe that was down and said he 
was just about to go get her up, the sheep put its head up and BROWN said it was maybe 
fine and just lying down. BROWN said they had been dying and even without the foot 
problem, he would have lost 18-20. MT asked what breed the sheep were and BROWN said 
merino. BROWN said all sheep are having twins and it would happen regardless of what he 
had done. HR asked when he got the sheep and BROWN said he got them near the end of 
June and paid for them on the 30th of June. BROWN said the sheep had to come down 
Wielangta Road and it took 3-4 hours and when the sheep arrived the truck was full with 
green sludge and the sheep were hesitant to get off the truck. BROWN said he didn't know 
until a couple weeks later that the sheep had sore feet as he initially thought they were just 
damaged on the truck. He then suspected foot rot when they weren't getting better. He said 
he knew there was a problem when sheep were going down, he said he knew many of them 
were lambing twins so said he started treating with calcium shots and urea blocks. He said 
when this wasn't working he rolled one over and noticed a sore between the hoof (abscess). 
He said he did some reading on the NSW DPI about foot abscess and said the paddock they 
are currently in is the best one for them as it is dry. BRIWN said he is feeding them brewers 
grain and oats mixed with molasses which is topped up twice a day, lick feeder is there as 
well. HR asked if the sheep were sick from the grain and BROWN said he has only had two or 
three blow up and only lost two but he expected this. HR asked when the sheep started 
lambing and BROWN said on the 17th, MT asked if there were any to go and BROWN said 
yes. BROWN said he spoke to someone who was knowledgeable who said he needed to bust 
the abscess before spraying with zinc or else they get toxification. HR asked if this had been 
working and BROWN said it is certainly working but going around and grabbing the sheep 
has been stirring up the lambs and they are losing their mothers. BROWN said you can see 
the ewes are fat. BROWN said he has been trying to pick up as many lambs as possible but 
doesn't want to disturb them. HR asked what BROWN does when the ewes are down and 
BROWN said he gets them back up. HR asked if he is checking them twice a day and BROWN 
said he is plus Jack is also coming out twice a day to feed them. HR asked if BROWN isn't 
seeing any improvement would he consider getting a vet out here. BROWN said he doesn't 
have a problem getting a vet out here but is too worried that splitting up the sheep would 
cause the lambs to lose their mothers. BROWN said he sheared sheep on the weekend that 
were perfectly healthy but three had convulsions and died during shearing which he said 
can just happen. BROWN then said that sheep marked red had been treated once with zinc 
and those marked blue had been treated twice. MT pointed out one ewe that wasn't putting 
any weight on her leg at all and BROWN said that she isn't but she will. MT asked when that 
ewe was treated and BROWN said last week. HR asked how long BROWN expects recovery 
to be and BROWN said it varies for every sheep depending on age. HR asked if there was any 
chance the sheep have foot rot and if he has had the chance to have a look at the feet as it 
can be seen in the hoof separating / degrading. BROWN said he knew it wasn't foot rot as it 
was confirmed from the previous property that there was certainly no foot rot. BROWN said 
if there was foot rot he would cull problem sheep but because abscess cannot spread from 
sheep to sheep he has not taken that approach. BROWN said the abscess are caused by 
bacteria in the stomach in sheep that come from paddocks that are muddy and have faeces. 
MT asked where they came from and BROWN said Brighnstone via Weilangta road and they 
were on the truck for 3-4 hours. HR asked what BROWN does when sheep die and BROWN 
said he takes them to the farm and puts them in a pit and stacks them and burns them. HR 
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asked what BROWN does with lambs without mothers and BROWN said he takes them. HR 
asked if he hand rears them or destroys them and BROWN said he tried to hand rear eight 
and they all died. BROWN also said that  (neighbor) has taken some of the lambs and 
hand rears them. BROWN talked about the neighboring property for a few minutes. HR 
asked how many lambs  took and BROWN said last time he checked it was 10. HR and 
MT noted many twins and also some triplets. BROWN said there was also a quadruplet born 
from one ewe. BROWN said the worst problem he had is that on Saturday the cows got into 
this paddock and ate the food and that is when he lost the most sheep. BROWN said he is 
now feeding the cows far away so that they don't come over and they are not moving. MT 
asked how big the property was and BROWN said 500 acres. BROWN said he was 
considering letting the sheep into the other paddock but wanted to wait until their feet 
were better as it is a bit wetter. BROWN said he tipped copper sulfate around the troughs so 
that it stops bacteria. MT asked how many BROWN treated in total and BROWN said 30 and 
MT said she could see about eight limping. BROWN said he had lost some. BROWN said he 
was very happy Friday night has he felt he had got really on top of it. BROWN said he would 
have got on top of it quicker if they didn't have lambs and if he had known about the 
problem sooner. HR said she didn't think there would be any further direction from here but 
needed to talk to her supervisor and let him know. HR asked if the two lambs she saw on 
the ground were to keep the crows away from young lambs. BROWN said he is having a 
problem with eagles. BROWN said his plan is to wean in early December and sell male 
lambs, female lambs would be either sold or kept and ewes would go to chop. BROWN said 
that the remaining half a dozen that needed treating would be treated next week. BROWN 
said any that weren't recovering, such as one he pointed out at the back of the paddock that 
was laying down but had its head up (HR and MT couldn't tell if this ewe was actually 
suffering or just resting), would be euthanized. The three people walked back to their cars 
and left the property. On the way back to the car BROWN picked up a dead lamb near the 
gate and put it in his ute tray. 
Clear 
 
Investigation 
Expert/Technical Advice 
03/08/2021, 08:30 am 
00h:03m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 8:30 AM, HR ran a background check on BROWN and his 
properties. 
 
Investigation 
02/08/2021, 03:23 pm 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of August 2021 at 3:23 PM, BROWN called HR. HR asked if we could meet to 
discuss the case. BROWN said he was through the worst of it and treating accordingly and 
that people were just complaining without any knowledge. HR explained it was a procedure 
to talk to him to ensure everything was being done correctly. BROWN asked what time we 
would like to meet and HR said 10am, BROWN agreed. BROWN said to use the Shelomith 
drive entrance. 
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Correspondence 
Email 
02/08/2021, 10:52 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of August 2021 at 10:52 AM, HR emailed  
saying 'Hi Gregory, I have reviewed your case and decided that it would be important for us 
to meet and discuss your plans regarding the sheep at the Acton Park property. I conducted 
a drive by last week and all sheep I could see looked healthy. However, I will need to have a 
better look at the sheep and the paddock and have a record of your future treatment plan 
to consider the case closed. Please advise me of what time you will be on the property 
tomorrow (03/08/2021) so that myself and another officer can meet you to have a chat. 
Cheers, Holly' 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
02/08/2021, 10:44 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of August 2021 at 10:44 AM, HR phoned BROWN. No answer, message left. 
Clear 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
30/07/2021, 01:55 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of July 2021 at 1:55 PM, HR attempted to call BROWN for the purpose of 
advising him to engage a vet to confirm he is doing the correct management and to dispose 
of carcasses appropriately. No answer, message left. 
Clear 
 
Investigation 
Site Visit 
30/07/2021, 11:00 am 
00h:30m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of July 2021 at 11:00 AM, HR conducted a drive by of the site with 
permission from JP (PBO) in order to obtain information regarding the immediate welfare 
and health of the animals. HR first drove to Shelomith street to see if the paddock was 
visible, from the end of Shelomith street she could see the corner of the paddock through 
binoculars. HR saw one ewe and two lambs, the lambs were running around and looked 
healthy and the ewe was still, had maybe 6 months of wool and looked in fair condition. 
There was another ewe near these three which was running around and looked in fair 
condition but did not have any lambs. From Cranston Parade HR could see the paddock 
through binoculars. She observed about 50 sheep at first, some sitting down but upright and 
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about 15 lambs running around, interacting with their mothers. There was long, dry grass 
that some sheep appeared to be eating, the middle of the paddock was predominately bare 
dirt, but appeared food had been laid out. HR looked to the left and could see another 50+ 
sheep and lambs, most up and moving. HR could see two large bushes that some sheep 
were using for shelter and a large ridge on the northern end of the paddock that was 
providing more shelter from the wind. Near this ridge HR could see 2 lambs running around 
and could make out some ewes on the ground. HR then drove around to the northern ridge 
of the paddock, as she was about to walk up the ridge to get a better view, she saw one 
sheep (photo attached) on the ridge that appeared to have escaped the paddock. HR noted 
that the fence was on a lean and not solid. The sheep looked in good condition. HR did not 
proceed up the ridge as she did not want to startle potentially pregnant sheep or sheep with 
lambs at foot. From the visit HR could see that all sheep that were up were in fair condition. 
However, HR could not see the ground clearly and whether or not there were any carcasses 
or down sheep. All sheep that were moving did not appear to be limping or lame. HR noted 
that sheep in adjacent properties appeared to be in good health, but did not have lambs. HR 
did not see 500+ sheep, instead she counted approximately 200, but could not see the 
entirety of the paddock. It is important to note that in the month leading up to this visit 
Acton Park experienced cold temperatures. Additionally, BROWN said previously that the 
ewes in this paddock are old and were pregnant when purchased. They may be in their last 
year of lambing and not able to carry twins as well as they may have when younger. The fact 
that the sheep were experiencing foot abscesses when purchased suggests the previous 
owner may not have been providing adequate care and welfare. 
 

Correspondence 
03/08/2021, 02:46 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 2:46 PM, HR phoned BROWN. No answer. 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
03/08/2021, 02:47 pm 
00h:04m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 2:46 PM, BROWN called HR. HR explained she would be 
sending a instruction to separate the injured sheep within 24 hours and an instruction to 
have them physically seen by a vet in 48 hours. BROWN said it would be impossible to 
separate the injured sheep without accidentally separating them for their lambs in the 
process. HR explained he could try to separate as many as possible so that the vet can see 
them. HR told BROWN she would be sending the instruction tomorrow and asked him to let 
her know how he goes with the seperating. HR asked if BROWN was still okay with receiving 
email correspondence and BROWN said yes. 
 

Correspondence 
Text Message 
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03/08/2021, 03:01 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 3:01 PM, BROWN texted HR saying 'Hi Holly, I've rang Evie 
(vet) but she's out on house calls. She's going to ring me when she can' 
 

Correspondence 
Text Message 
03/08/2021, 03:07 pm 
00h:02m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 3rd day of August 2021 at 3:07 PM, HR texted BROWN 'Thanks for letting me know! 
Keep me updated with that and let me know how you go separating the sheep tonight.' 
 

Correspondence 
Text Message 
04/08/2021, 11:43 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 4th day of August 2021 at 11:43 AM, HR texted BROWN saying 'Hi Greg, As discussed 
yesterday, I have emailed the instructions to  . Cheers, Holly 
(Biosecurity Tasmania)' 
 

Correspondence 
Email 
04/08/2021, 11:43 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 4th day of August 2021 at 11:43 AM, HR emailed BROWN Animal Welfare Act 
instructions #2653 and #2655 and said 'Hi Greg, Attached are Animal Welfare Act 
instructions #2653 and #2655. Please have a look at these as soon as possible and feel free 
to contact me if you have any issues. Kind regards, Holly Rickards Senior Biosecurity 
Inspector (Livestock)' 
 

Correspondence 
Email 
05/08/2021, 07:54 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 5th day of August 2021 at 7:54 AM, BROWN emailed HR saying 'Hi Holly Refer your 
instructions, I have spoken to the vet and as there are no paddocks on the property that I 
can move the seven affected sheep to, as it would stop me from moving the flock freely. I 
have great concerns about removing the seven sheep and lambs, it is my belief that it will 
cause stress and healthy mothers will loses health lambs in the process. I’ve suggested to 
vet that now I’ve finished shearing the best place for the seven affected sheep to be 
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relocated to is my shearing shed. The vet agrees. The time frame that I now have to remove 
them safely and without causing undue stress to the herd is un manageable and I request an 
extension due to the fact I have animals to care for and ewes lambing on different 
property’s that I will need to feed and check on. Plus I need to set the shed up with hay, 
barley brewers grain oats pellets and water. The vet can’t come to Friday morning. Once the 
shed is set up I will start moving the affected sheep, do you require photos ?? Regards 
Gregory' HR replied saying 'Hi Greg, What would be a reasonable date to have the sheep in 
your shearing shed by? Yes some photos of them once they are there would be great. Kind 
regards,' 
 

Correspondence 
Email 
05/08/2021, 09:20 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 5th day of August 2021 at 9:20 AM, HR tried to phone BROWN and didn't get a 
response so emailed saying 'HI Greg, I can revoke and reissue the instruction to have the 
sheep moved to the shed and seen by the vet tomorrow. I will need you to tell me the 
address of the property you are moving them to as well as the name and contact number of 
the vet that is going to be seeing them. Additionally, it is an offence to transport animals 
that are unfit to transport, you will need confirmation from the vet that it is okay to 
transport these animals. I will follow up with the vet to make sure she said this. Also the 
new location must have access to food and water. Once I get confirmation from you I can 
revoke and reissue instructions. Cheers, Holly' 
 

Correspondence 
Phone 
05/08/2021, 09:44 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 5th day of August 2021 at 9:44 AM, BROWN phoned HR. BROWN said that  (vet) 
is booked in to come in the morning (6/8/2021). HR asked BROWN if  knew the state of 
the sheep and asked if she had confirmed they are fit for transport. BROWN said yes and 
said  had said that transporting the sheep to the shearing shed was a good idea. BROWN 
said he might not get them all in but will try with as many as possible. BROWN said he would 
transfer the sheep a few at a time and give them plenty of hay in the truck and it is only a 15 
minute drive. BROWN said he had tried to move the sheep to a smaller paddock on the 
Shelomith Drive property but the horses next to the paddock broke in and were trying to 
play with the lambs so BROWN had to move them. HR asked what the address of the new 
property is and BROWN said 849 South Arm Road, Sandford. HR said she would revoke the 
old instruction to separate the sheep by 12pm 5/8/2021 and now give him until Friday 
morning. HR said that BROWN needs to let her know when the sheep have been moved so 
she can issue an instruction for the new address. 
 

Correspondence 
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Email 
05/08/2021, 01:55 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 5th day of August 2021 at 1:55 PM, HR emailed BROWN and said 'Hi Gregory, 
Attached is a new instruction for moving your sheep. This revokes instruction #2653 as of 
5/8/2021. Please note that instruction #2655 is still in place but I will revoke and change 
address when you confirm the sheep have been moved. Cheers, Holly ' 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
06/08/2021, 10:56 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of August 2021 at 10:56 AM, HR phoned BROWN, BROWN said  had just 
left and he was putting the cows out and asked if he could call back in a bit. 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
06/08/2021, 11:10 am 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of August 2021 at 11:10 AM, BROWN phoned HR. BROWN said  had just 
been by to the Shelomith Drive property. BROWN said he could not keep the sheep separate 
after the horses broke the fence. BROWN said  physically assessed one ewe and looked 
at its feet. BROWN said  treated this sheep and gave him antibiotic penicillin to use on 
the sheep. BROWN said  observed 4 more sheep limping and that many with spray on 
them (indicating that they had been previously treated) had gotten better, BROWN said that 
there is no longer half a dozen that needed treating as some had gotten better. HR said she 
will need BROWN to provide the vet report within 24 hours. BROWN said that he had asked 

 to send one through to HR. HR said that BROWN must follow all directions and 
treatment plans issued by . 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
06/08/2021, 02:41 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of August 2021 at 2:41 PM, HR text  'Hi , Holly from 
Biosecurity Tasmania here! Greg told me you got out to see his sheep this morning. My 
email address is holly.rickards@dpipwe.tas.gov.au and you can send the vet report to there. 
Cheers' 
 
Correspondence 
Email 
06/08/2021, 05:01 pm 
00h:01m 
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Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of August 2021 at 5:01 PM, HR received an email from 
vets@brightonvetservices.com.au which said 'Hi Holly, Attached is the vet report for my visit 
out to see Greg’s ewes in Acton Park today. Cheers, ' *see vet report attached* 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
16/08/2021, 11:06 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 11:06 AM, HR called BROWN for an update on sheep. 
BROWN said he has separated all the ones requiring treatment that have sore feet into 
another paddock. It was the same paddock they were in before which horses broke into. 
BROWN said that the horses are now secure. BROWN said 95% have finished lambing. 
BROWN said some lambs are quiet big coming out and have needed to be pulled. BROWN 
said he had to pull six before the weekend and another two over the weekend. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
16/08/2021, 02:00 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 2:00 PM, HR texted BROWN asking if she could meet him 
on Wednesday at 1:30pm to do a final check of the sheep on his Acton Park property. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
16/08/2021, 02:47 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 2:47 PM, BROWN text HR 'Yeah no worries' 
 
Correspondence 
Email 
17/08/2021, 04:10 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 17th day of August 2021 at 4:10 PM, BROWN text HR. Hi Holli, Could we change 
tomorrow S meeting to Friday as I've still got a lot of sheep that really need drenching. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
18/08/2021, 07:28 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 18th day of August 2021 at 7:28 AM, HR text BROWN. Hi Greg, thanks for the photos. 
Yes we can move the Acton Park catch up to Friday. Does 1:30pm work again? 
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Correspondence 
18/08/2021, 07:33 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 18th day of August 2021 at 7:33 AM, BROWN text HR saying works fine thank you 
 
Correspondence 
20/08/2021, 12:36 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 20th day of August 2021 at 12:36 PM, BROWN text HR saying. Hi holli Are we still 
meeitng at Acton at 130 today 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
20/08/2021, 12:40 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 20th day of August 2021 at 12:40 PM, HR text BROWN. Yes Greg, we will see you 
there. 
 
Investigation 
Site Visit 
20/08/2021, 01:30 pm 
00h:40m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 20th day of August 2021 at 1:30 PM, HR and MT met with BROWN at the gate for 97 
Shelomith Drive Acton Park. HR cleaned her boots with a spray and brush before all three 
people entered the property. All three people had to walk in as BROWN did not want the 
horses to get out. BROWN said he had moved the sheep into a paddock closer to the horses 
as it was drier there. BROWN said they were 85% done lambing. HR, MT and BROWN went 
over the fence into a small long paddock that separated the horses from the sheep. HR 
asked BROWN how it went seeing  (vet) and BROWN said it went good and that the 
main thing is to bust the abscesses as not doing that hardens their feet up. Looking at the 
paddock HR observed around 200 sheep visible from where she was standing. There was 
clearly more lambs than last time. HR said that she couldn't really see too many that are 
walking badly. BROWN said there was 402 sheep and 562 lambs. HR asked how many times 
did BROWN treat the sheep and BROWN said only once. BROWN said he moved the sheep 
to this paddock as it wasn't as wet and muddy. HR asked how far out this paddock goes and 
BROWN pointed out the perimeters (difficult to see the back fence, very far away and some 
sheep able to be seen out there but condition not able to be noted). MT pointed out one 
ewe in the immediate paddock that was not weight bearing and three that were limping 
slightly but could bear weight. BROWN said that he was turning the middle section into a 
run using pallets so that they could drench there. MT, HR and BROWN turned their 
attention back to the paddock. HR asked if BROWN had found anymore sheep down and 
BROWN said he had not and that no more sheep had died. BROWN said some were limping 
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in the back legs because they are old. BROWN said they are eight year old sheep but some 
are five. BROWN said that he was feeding daily hay and brewers grain. HR said that  vet 
report said about 10/200 were not weight bearing and it is obviously improved from that. 
BROWN said he wouldn't agree with that number. MT said that there is one limping but 
does require attention and BROWN said that they may be limping but it could just be 
because they're old. HR told BROWN that  report said to apply a second dose if they 
were still bad after the first one. BROWN said he was going to bring them through to drench 
and cut feet. HR said that when he does that he should check for abscesses and do another 
injection if they are still bad. BROWN said he does still have more penicillin. HR said that 
when BROWN re treats them he should mark with another colour. BROWN said that he has 
some animals with three or four red marks that are walking fine. HR said that you would 
hope they are walking fine by three or four treatments. HR reiterated the plan moving 
forward is to check feet when drenching and treat those that still have abscesses or aren't 
weight bearing. HR said that there is no harm in treating an animal for abscesses if they are 
just experiencing pain from old age. BROWN said he will be giving the sheep vitamin B and 
an inoculation shot and same with the lambs. MT said that there is one sheep that is 
obviously in pain as it has a massive limp. MT said that we can't leave saying the whole flock 
is normal and BROWN said there is not much he can say. MT said there is an improvement 
on what was before which clearly wasn't from old age. BROWN said he was sold sheep with 
abscesses and has done the best he can. HR asked if BROWN is happy with the plan, BROWN 
agreed. BROWN suggested that the officers attend the drenching to see it ourselves. HR said 
she would have a think to see if it works. BROWN suggested that a vet attends the 
drenching to give a final call and MT and HR agreed this would be a good idea. BROWN, HR 
and MT walked back towards the cars. BROWN asked 'if I've got a sheep with sore joints 
what should I do', HR said that if it has just lambed it is difficult as you may not want to 
euthanize it until it has weened. MT said she would have to check the legislation. BROWN 
said that he was under the impression that if they could put their foot down they are weight 
bearing. MT asked when the sheep would be weaned and BROWN said as soon as lambs are 
weaned the sheep are going to the abattoir. HR said that it is an offence to have any animal 
in your care that you own to be in pain or suffering, doesn't matter the cause. BROWN said 
he knows that any animal in pain will lose condition and not eat. HR asked when BROWN 
first treated and he said 10 days ago and that  said it could take up tp 28 or 30 days for 
them to get better. HR said that  did give the option of a second treatment. BROWN said 
it was hard to look at them all in the paddock without scaring lambs. MT said that because 
drenching day is a week away it would be a good idea to get the vet to come. HR said she 
thinks that is good and that we trust her advice to clear the case. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
20/08/2021, 04:27 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 20th day of August 2021 at 04:27PM, HR text BROWN 'Hi Greg, attached is an 
instruction to engage a vet for a follow up, preferably during the drenching when they can 
see all sheep. Cheers, Holly' 
 
Correspondence 
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Email 
25/08/2021, 08:01 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 25th day of August 2021 at 8:01 AM, HR emailed BROWN 
( ) 'Hi Greg, Just so you have a copy in your emails. Here is a 
copy of the current standing instruction for sheep at the Acton Park property. Cheers, Holly' 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
25/08/2021, 11:39 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 25th day of August 2021 at 11:39 AM, HR phoned BROWN. HR told BROWN that she 
had had another look at the vet report which clearly states to retreat in 3-5 days if any 
sheep are not recovered. HR told BROWN that since he had not retreated he had breached 
her instruction that said follow all vet advice. BROWN said he had been retreating and had 
been applying the penicillin whenever he sees a sheep in poor condition. HR said that this 
contradicts what he said on Friday where he said he had only treated once. BROWN said 
that  said the abscesses need to be popped, cleaned, sprayed with zinc and then treated 
with penicillin. HR said that although this could work, she was just following up on what the 
vet report said which was the part about penicillin which needed to be applied to limping 
and non-weight bearing sheep. BROWN said limping where old and non-weightbearing are 
the ones with abscesses. BROWN said he had contacted Brighton Vet Clinic on Friday and 
was waiting for them to get back to him. HR told BROWN that if he couldn't engage a vet by 
Friday as per her instruction, he would need to let her know as the instruction expires 
Friday. BROWN said that this issue was just going to happen every time there was rain and 
the feet couldn't dry and Biosecurity was going to just keep coming back. HR explained that 
they were just following up on a single complaint and that there overall mission is to be 
confident that BROWN is able to identify and look after sick and injured animals as it 
happens. BROWN said he doesn't think the issue will happen again as he will never buy 
sheep this old, or this unwell again. He said the lambing made this season particularly hard 
and he wouldn't let it happen again, now that he knows what abscesses are and what to do. 
HR said that this sounded like a good plan and she was glad to see he had thought about 
how to prevent this from happening again. HR asked BROWN to let her know when he can 
engage a vet and that we would wait on their report to see what needs to happen next. 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
27/08/2021, 09:53 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 27th day of August 2021, BROWN text HR. 'Hi holly I spoke to Brighton vets again 
today.  has been off unwell and starts holidays for two weeks today. I've arranged  
to come out next week.' 
 
Correspondence 
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Email 
30/08/2021, 08:26 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of August 2021 at 8:26 AM, HR emailed BROWN 
( ) and said 'Hi Gregory, I have issued you a new instruction 
for the lame sheep at the Acton Park property (see attached). Cheers, Holly Rickards' 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
30/08/2021, 09:53 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of August 2021 at 9:53 AM, HR text BROWN 'Hi Gregory I have extended 
your instruction to have the vet visit and physically assess your lame sheep. Cheers, Holly 
(Biosecurity Tasmania)' 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
02/09/2021, 11:15 am 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:15 AM, HR called BROWN to discuss a separate 
case. BROWN said that there was a vet coming to his Acton Park property to see his sheep 
at 2:30pm tomorrow (03/09/2021). BROWN said it had taken longer as  the usual vet 
has been sick and is now away. BROWN said he retreated the sheep that were still limping 
when he drenched them. BROWN said there was plenty that were marked and not limping. 
BROWN said there may be a few that still need lambing. BROWN said they were set to leave 
the property mid-October. BROWN said he will let HR know how the vet visit goes. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
06/09/2021, 08:51 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of September 2021 at 8:51 AM, HR had not yet received an update from 
BROWN regarding the vet visit that was going to happen Friday as per AWA instruction 
#2663. HR text BROWN ' Hi Greg, Please send through the vet report from Friday as soon as 
possible. Holly (Biosecurity Tasmania)' 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
06/09/2021, 09:00 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 6th day of September 2021 at 9:00 AM, BROWN replied to HR's text and said ' Hi 
Holli, due to bad weather the vet is coming Wednesday at 3pm' 
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Correspondence 
Text Message 
08/09/2021, 03:14 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 8th day of September 2021 at 3:14 PM, HR text BROWN saying 'Hi Greg, please 
provide me with the vet report within 24 hours of the visit. Fell free to also call me if you 
would like to discuss further. Cheers, Holly (Biosecurity Tasmania) 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
08/09/2021, 03:25 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 8th day of September 2021 at 3:25 PM, HR text BROWN a new instruction. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
08/09/2021, 03:37 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 8th day of September 2021 at 3:37 PM, BROWN text HR saying 'Vet is here now' 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
10/09/2021, 10:54 am 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 10th day of September 2021 at 10:54 AM, BROWN tried to phone HR, HR didn't 
answer as she was off. BROWN then texted HR saying 'Hi holli, have you heard from the vet'. 
 
Correspondence 
Email 
10/09/2021, 05:00 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 10th day of September 2021 at 5:00 PM, HR received an email from 
vets@brightonvetservices.com.au with the veterinarian report. 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
13/09/2021, 08:18 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 13th day of September 2021 at 8:18 AM, HR phoned BROWN, no answer, message 
left. 
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Correspondence 
Phone 
13/09/2021, 08:22 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 13th day of September 2021 at 8:22 AM, BROWN phoned HR. HR said she was 
returning his call from Friday. HR said she had received the vet report and could see that the 
vet has found the current treatment plan effective and needs to be continued on lame 
individuals. BROWN said he knows and retreated lame ones on Wednesday. BROWN said he 
is selling them for slaughter in mid-end October so any that are treated after the 1st of 
October will be separated and taken to his other property to observe the withholding 
period, as per the vets instruction. HR said that is correct and to follow all advice provided 
by the vet. HR said she would be in touch if any further correspondence is required. 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
16/09/2021, 12:34 pm 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of September 2021 at 12:34 PM, HR phoned BROWN. HR explained that she 
would be closing up his Acton Park case as the veterinarian report confirms that there are 
no further health or welfare concerns that aren't being managed in this specific mob of 
sheep. HR explained that she believed BROWN had been diligent in providing information 
and updates throughout the process of the investigation and had developed future plans to 
reduce the likelihood of a similar incident occurring. BROWN said that he will be checking 
sheep for health or welfare issues before he buys them and will unlikely buy sheep of this 
age. HR agreed that it was a good plan. HR said that on this occasion Biosecurity Tasmania 
would not be seeking warning letters, infringement notices or court proceedings but would 
be issuing an advisory letter as on one occasion BROWN did not notify HR that the vet could 
not attend within the outlined timeframe on the instruction. HR explained that in the future, 
not following instructions or directions can lead to more severe repercussions. HR said that 
since she had received multiple complaints regarding sheep owned by BROWN it is 
recommended that BROWN is diligent and attentive in the management of his animals as to 
not give people anything to complain about. HR did not that on some occasions complaints 
were unsubstantiated. BROWN said he understands. HR asked if BROWN would like the 
letter and information posted or emailed and BROWN said emailed. 
 
Correspondence 
Email 
16/09/2021, 01:49 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of September 2021 at 1:49 PM, HR emailed BROWN his advisory letter and 
some further information. 
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1

From: Rickards, Holly
Sent: Thursday, 16 September 2021 1:49 PM
To: Gregory Brown
Subject: Advisory letter and information - 97 Shelomith Drive, Acton Park
Attachments: A1. Advisory Letter G J BROWN.docx

Hi Gregory,  
 
Attached is a formal advisory letter from Biosecurity Tasmania that includes information relating to following 
instructions by authorised officers.  
 
Other links you may want to look at include: 
 
Animal Welfare Act 1993  View - Tasmanian Legislation Online 
Animal Health Act 1995  View - Tasmanian Legislation Online 
 
Kind regards, 

 

 
Holly Rickards  
A/Senior Biosecurity Inspector (Livestock) -  Biosecurity Operations Branch | Biosecurity Tasmania 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 
 
E:  holly.rickards@dpipwe.tas.gov.au    | M:  
 
Address: 13 St Johns Avenue New Town Tasmania 7008 
Mail: GPO Box 44  Hobart TAS 7001 
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Page 1 of 2 
 

 

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 
Biosecurity Tasmania 

BIOSECURITY OPERATIONS BRANCH 

 
GPO Box 44, Hobart TAS  7000  

 
Enquiries: Holly Rickards 

Position: Senior Biosecurity Inspector (Livestock) 

Phone:  

Mobile:  

Email: holly.rickards@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

  

16/09/2021  

  

  

Gregory James Brown 

  

Property Identification Code (PIC):  

 

 

Advisory Letter 

 

Dear Gregory James Brown, 

 

I am writing to inform you that Biosecurity Tasmania has completed an investigation relating to 

Failing to follow Animal Welfare Act 1993 instructions, given by an authorised officer at 97 

Shelomith Drive, Acton Park, TAS, 7170. 

 

Biosecurity Tasmania receives information or complaints from members of the public regularly 

regarding the health and welfare of animals.  We may also discover issues during routine 

inspections.  Every issue is investigated to determine whether there are any immediate risks, and if 

any offences of legislation have occurred. 

 

On this occasion, I consider that the issue in question did not constitute an immediate risk and 

there was no evidence of an offence of legislation. 

 

I am conscious that there are many factors that might contribute to difficulty managing animals, 

including emotional and financial stress.  If you are in need of assistance, I encourage you to 

contact one or both of Rural Business Tasmania (1300 883 276, 

www.ruralbusinesstasmania.org.au) or Rural Alive and Well Tasmania (1300 4357 6283, 

www.rawtas.com.au). 

 

Should you require any further information about your responsibilities keeping or managing 

animals you can contact me directly (details at the top of this letter) or Biosecurity Tasmania 

generally by: 
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Page 2 of 2 
 

• phone on 03 6165 3777 

• email at biosecurity.tasmania@dpipwe.tas.gov.au.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Holly Rickards 

Senior Biosecurity Inspector (Livestock) 
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CR-21-000144 – 16/08/2021 

Principal Investigators – Holly Rickards 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA complaint #47533 stating which says 'The POI's 

sheep have recently been shorn and are underweight, with hip bones and 

spine showing. Some of them are in a paddock with no access to shelter. The 

caller doesn't know whether they have access to food or water. There is no 

grazing in the paddock, but she has seen hay in there before. There was a 

phone number on a sign there, but she wasn't able to reach anyone on it. She 

doesn't know whether the POI is likely to be violent or verbally abusive.' 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
16/08/2021, 07:38 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 7:38 AM, KC emailed RSPCA complaint #47533 to HR 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
16/08/2021, 10:48 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 10:48 AM, HR called BROWN to discuss case CR-21-
000110. BROWN asked if anyone had made a complaint regarding his South Arm Road 
sheep. HR said that a complaint had come through regarding them looking thin and not 
having shelter. BROWN said that the sheep are not underweight they are just 10 month old 
merinos so look small. BROWN said that their paddock opens into a bush / scrub area that 
they can go into if they need shelter and that this also blocks the wind. BROWN said he is 
feeding daily. BROWN said he had taken videos of the sheep in anticipation for the 
complaint as he saw someone at his property yesterday. BROWN said he would send 
through the videos now. 
 
Correspondence 
16/08/2021, 11:03 am 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 11:03 AM, BROWN called HR back after sending through 
videos of the sheep. HR told BROWN that she may have to drive by as the quality of the 
videos is not great. BROWN said he had sold the sheep and they would be gone by 
Wednesday. 
 
Correspondence 
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Phone 
16/08/2021, 01:20 pm 
00h:05m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 16th day of August 2021 at 1:20 PM, BROWN called HR to ask if she had visited yet. 
HR said she had not visited. BROWN said that the sheep had moved to a part of the paddock 
not visible from the road so she would need to drive through the paddocks but the gate was 
unlocked. HR noted the extreme weather events going on with intense rainfall and wind and 
decided it would not be safe to be driving through a paddock that day. BROWN offered to 
send better photos of the sheep and HR said that would be good. *Note that the videos did 
show green grass and a wall of trees in the background, the sheep I could see looked in fair 
condition and were all fully weight bearing. I do not have any immediate concern for the 
animals health and welfare and from my chat to BROWN the animals are being provided 
adequate food, water and access to shelter and are in a paddock that is checked more than 
once a day. Photos will help verify body condition, site visit not needed before they are 
transported tomorrow. 
 
Correspondence 
17/08/2021, 04:10 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 17th day of August 2021 at 4:10 PM, BROWN text HR photos of the lambs. In the 
photo you can see all lambs are freshly shorn and feeding on grass in the paddock. They look 
in fair condition given their age, breed and the fact they are feeding and BROWN says he is 
feeding and checking them daily. 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
18/08/2021, 07:55 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 18th day of August 2021 at 7:55 AM, BROWN text HR saying that the truck was 
booked for Monday to come and pick the lambs up. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
19/08/2021, 12:00 pm 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 19th day of August 2021 at 12:00 PM, BROWN text HR, 'Hi holly, on Southarm Rd I've 
got ewes and lambs in the yards at the shearing shed, the ewes have been drenched and the 
lambs marked. I've left them their until they pair up again and they have water and food I'll 
be letting them out around 330 today.' 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
19/08/2021, 01:48 pm 
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00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 19th day of August 2021 at 1:48 PM, HR text BROWN saying 'Hi Greg, no problem. I 
have no further concerns regarding the sheep you sent photos of. Let me know when they 
have left the property on Monday.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Correspondence 
Phone 
25/08/2021, 11:39 am 
00h:03m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 25th day of August 2021 at 11:39 AM, HR phoned BROWN regarding another case. 
BROWN told HR the sheep on his South Arm Road, Sandford (this case) property had now 
left the property. 
 

OUTCOME RESULTS 
POI could demonstrate through sending photos that sheep where in good condition and had 
access to shelter. POI sold sheep and they left the property on 24/08/2021. 
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	���	��9�@K=G=�K3[=�\==?�]G=["Ĥ ,�V",]3@�K�G=_̂ =,@,�H?�@K",�,@G==@N���������	
���
���&���
�9'���
(�)�̀�� 4��<%!!%�a�!!� A>�	����� ];Q!���+�V��%���@:��:AA;#�� ��:#>I	����
���b
	�������̂#C#:c# b��������D��9
(���̂#C#:c#I	����
���b
	������&���
�9�7�J����	

���9�d��	��9�,%-�**.*/12��34"�< F%�>-:C%#��:�� !!%�� #$��<%�><%%-�< >�Q%%#�$:c#�U:�� !A:>����$ M>N�"���> Q:;���.A�U�:A��<%�,<% ��#R�><%$��#��<%�- $$:�CN�@<%�,<%%-��>�A:�%F�>�Q!%�U�:A�,:;�<�3�A�G$N�@<%�,<%%-��>�>��!!� !�F%N�"��!::C>�F%�M��<�#N@<%�%��>� Q:;��/..�:�<%��><%%-��#��<%�- $$:�CN,%-�**.*/12��34=+�:A-! �#���%��*e1e*/�@<%�? �;�%�:U�f:;��G%-:���3#�A !�< >�#:��R:��;-U:��$ M>� #$�"��<�#C�����>�$M�#R� #$�><:;!$�Q%�$% !��c��<N

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 
 

34

OOS

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



����������	
��
������������������������������ !"#$%#&�'�����"(��)�*�������#$+����,�%#"��+-(��.��/�"�#+�����0�1����23��4��#"43�!#$��5'�����" 67�# 8$##& 1#��3$#" ���&����� '99$#""�%#�0:��9#$�3"� �;���� <;��� =�*�>������?��@������A*B�C��>D���������E�B��� �;����
ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 

 

35

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



CR-21-000172 – 02/09/2021 

Principal Investigator – Holly Rickards 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA complaint #47655 received stating a sheep had 

been down for 7 days 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
02/09/2021, 11:00 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:00 AM, HR received complaint #47655 via email. 
Complaint states that a sheep has been down for 7 days. 
 
Investigation 
02/09/2021, 11:05 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:10 AM, HR conducted search of the LIST and 
directions and coordinates from complaint showed the address is 849 South Arm Road, 
Sandford. There is an existing case (CR21-000110) at this address owned by Greg BROWN. 
 
Investigation 
Phone Call 
02/09/2021, 11:09 am 
00h:20m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:09 AM, HR called BROWN. HR asked how his sheep 
at this proeperty were going, particularly in the paddock on the corner of rifle range road 
and south arm road. BROWN said they were going find, some had been down but he 
beeped at them and they got up and walked away fine. BROWN said 2 had died from 
lambing but this was in a part of the property not visible from the road. HR asked if any had 
died in the property on the corner of rifle range road and south arm road. BROWN said no 
and none have been unwell. BROWN said the sheep often lay in the same spot near the 
food and in the sun. 
 
Correspondence 
Text Message 
02/09/2021, 11:30 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:30 AM, BROWN text HR a video of the sheep 
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Correspondence 
Text Message 
02/09/2021, 11:40 am 
00h:01m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:40 AM, BROWN text HR saying he would drench 
and move the sheep tonight 
 
Investigation 
Site Visit 
02/09/2021, 11:50 am 
00h:10m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 2nd day of September 2021 at 11:50 AM, HR drove past the property to see if any 
animals appeared to be down or dead. HR drove down South Arm Road, past the shearing 
shed and could see all the sheep were in the back of the paddock, approximately 100m from 
the shearing shed. Some sheep were down but appeared to be resting, their heads were up 
and they were not on their side. HR continued down the road and turned around to head 
back past the paddock. HR stopped briefly and observed the sheep for a few minutes. HR 
observed one sheep get up and walk over to some feed. HR noted that all sheep and their 
lambs looked in good condition, had access to feed and water and a tree line sheltered the 
paddock from the wind. HR could not observe any welfare or health concerns at this date 
and time. 
 
Outcome Results 
Speaking to BROWN on the phone he said the sheep rest in a similar spot each day. BROWN 
said at 10:30am on 02/09/2021 he had seen the sheep were down and beeped the horn and 
they got back up. HR conducted a drive by and observed at 11:50am on 02/09/2021 all 
sheep looked in good condition with access to food water and shelter from the wind. There 
are no further animal health or welfare concerns at this time. 
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CR-22-000610 – 30/05/2022 

Principal Investigators: Holly Rickards 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA complaint #49963 details sheep that are freshly 

shorn and skinny with nothing to eat. 

Running Sheet Entries:  

Investigation 
30/05/2022, 03:02 pm 
00h:00m 
Holly Rickards 
RSPCA complaint #49963 
 
Investigation 
30/05/2022, 03:05 pm 
00h:07m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 30th day of May 2022 at 3:05 PM, I phoned Gregory James BROWN who I know has 
previously owned sheep on this property. I asked him if he still owned sheep on this 
property and he said yes. I said I had received a complaint about some skinny sheep. He said 
it was probably the hoggart ewes that were shorn on saturday. I said the complaint said 
they appeared freshly shorn. BROWN said that when he sheared them they did look a bit 
light, but that this often happens after shearing and spending a day in the shearing shed. 
BROWN said that they are now back in the paddocks at this property with hay, protein 
blocks, pat and wheat. He said he is monitoring them daily and they will be moved in a few 
days. I said I will probably head out to have a look and he said that that is fine they are in 
the first 2 paddocks and have access to the trees for shelter. I told him I would call if I 
thought there was any issues. 
 
Investigation 
31/05/2022, 12:00 pm 
00h:20m 
Holly Rickards 
On the 31st day of May 2022 at 12:00 PM, Officer Narelle JONES and I drove past the 
property. We could see a few hundred freshly shorn ewes. They looked small, some of them 
you could see the short ribs of and some had prominent hips. The sheep were very bright 
and alert, eating the green pic on the ground and running around. There was a large pile of 
hay which some were laying in or eating. The sheep had water and had access to a treeline 
for shelter. 
 

Outcome Results: 
Closed – No further action 
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06/08/2022, 17:20 Mail - Call Centre Dispatcher - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/ccdispatcher@rspcaqld.org.au/inbox/id/AAQkAGVlYmZkMGQ3LTY0ZTgtNDAyOS1iMDQ2LWQyM2EwMDk5ODY0… 1/1

[RSPCA TAS Cruelty Report] Inspectorate Enquiry - Unknown - Rifle Range Road

Sat 06/08/2022 3:59 PM
To: communications@rspcatas.org.au <communications@rspcatas.org.au>

Submitted on Saturday, 6 August 2022 - 3:57pm by 

REPORTING QUESTIONS
How long ago did you make the report? < a week ago
Did you personally make the report? [did_you_personally_make_the_report]
Has the situation dramatically changed? Yes

CALLER DETAILS
Caller name:
Contact number:
Complaint number: Unknown
eMail address: n/a

ANIMAL ADDRESS
Street: Rifle Range Road
Suburb: Sandford

MESSAGE
Caller made a report earlier today about 100 emaciated sheep in a paddock at Sandford that
she saw yesterday. She has driven past today and those sheep have been moved elsewhere
and there are now healthy sheep in their place. CAller doesn't know where the emaciated
sheep have gone.

This email and any attachments may contain confidential, private or legally privileged information
and may be protected by copyright. You may only use it if you are the person(s) it was intended to
be sent to and if you use it in an authorised way. No one is allowed to use, review, alter, transmit,
disclose, distribute, print or copy this email without appropriate and written authority of the
author, or RSPCA Qld. If you are not the intended addressee and this message has been sent to
you by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, destroy any hard copies of the email and
delete it from your computer system network. Any legal privilege or confidentiality is not waived or
destroyed by the mistake. Opinions in this email do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
RSPCA Qld. It is your responsibility to ensure that this email does not contain and is not affected
by computer viruses, defects or interferences by third parties or replication problems.
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CR-22-000752 – 06/08/2022 

Principal Investigators: Narelle Jones 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA #50457 

Caller is making another complaint as nothing has changed since she reported 

this issue a few months back. There are a large number of sheep in a paddock 

on the corner of South Arm Road and Rifle Range Road in Sandford. The 

paddock has no grass and there is never any food provided. The sheep have 

been recently shorn and are all looking emaciated. She can't see if there is 

water anywhere. 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
11/08/2022, 01:22 pm 
00h:05m 
Narelle Jones 
On the 11th day of August 2022 at 1:22 PM, , I phoned BROWN who said the sheep are 
merinos that had heavy wool. They were in a paddock at the back of the property in the 
bush and were brought in for shearing. BROWN said the merinos often look like when first 
shorn. After shearing, the sheep were left in the paddock (visible to the road) with ample 
access to silage and hay and left for the day to recover from shearing stress, before being 
moved back into original paddock in bush for cover where they have access to pellet feeders 
and brewers grain. A group of lambs were then moved into the paddock near the road 
which will be shorn is approx. 4 weeks. 
 
Outcome Results 

merino sheep looked a bit light after being shorn but were being managed appropriately 

with access to feed (silage and hay post shearing,  pellets and grain in paddock) and shelter. 

NFA required 
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CR-22-000762 – 17/08/2022 

Principal Investigators – Narelle Jones 

Incident Description: RSPCA job#50638 

caller states that a colleague of hers has reported that 5-10 of deceased sheep 

at this property which is on the side of the ride just before you reach the 

Sandford 70KPH sign (coming from Lauderdale) - the sheep appear to be 

struggling in a very waterlogged paddock. total of approx. 150 sheep with 50-

60 in the drenched paddock 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
17/08/2022, 06:34 pm 
00h:00m 
Narelle Jones 
RSPCA report # 50638 
 
Investigation 
18/08/2022, 11:08 am 
00h:00m 
Narelle Jones 
On the 18th day of August 2022 at 11:08 AM, I phoned Greg BROWN ( ) to 
discuss report of drenched and deceased sheep. no answer. left a message for him to call 
me back 
 
Investigation 
23/08/2022, 01:00 pm 
01h:00m 
Narelle Jones 
On the 23rd day of August 2022 at 1:00 PM, officer Penny FOX and I drove past Greg 
BROWN's property on South Arm Road, Sandford. We viewed approx. 200 sheep in the 
paddock from the shearing shed on south arm road to the corner of Rifle range road. We 
also drove approx. 1km down Rifle range road and viewed the sheep from there using the 
binoculars. it was unclear where the property ended but we did not see any obvious 
concerns. We then drove down South arm road to BROWN's other property at 288 
Cremorne Ave, Sandford. Only a few sheep were visible from the road and we did not see 
any concerns Officer FOX phoned BOWN who said he had his stockperson check the sheep 
and no concerns were identified. 
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Investigation 
03/04/2023, 11:42 am 
00h:00m 
Penny Fox 
Case closure recommendation emailed to Ag Program Coordinator Stephanie Dowde. 
Correspondence 
Email 
04/04/2023, 01:20 pm 
00h:03m 
Penny Fox 
On the 5th day of April 2023 at 1:20 pm, Officer Fox received an email from Ag Program 
Coordinator Steph Dowde approving closure of the case. 
 
Admin 
General 
06/04/2023, 12:00 am 
00h:00m 
Penny Fox 
On the 6th day of April 2023 This case was assigned to Officer Fox after Officer Narelle Jones 
left the team in October 2022. The case was actioned at the time but due to work load 
commitments and resourcing the case was not closed in Comtrac. 
 
Investigation 
06/04/2023, 09:34 am 
00h:00m 
Penny Fox 
Ag Program Coordinator Steph Dowde approved close closure recommendation. 
 

Outcomes/Results 
Mr BROWN was contacted by Officer Fox who stated that he would have his stock person check on 
his sheep. Mr BROWN phoned Officer Fox later the same day and reported that all his sheep were 
accounted for and OK. Recommend close case with no further actions. Email send to Ag Program 
Coordinator Stephanie Dowde who approved the case to be closed. 
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1

From: Fox, Penny
Sent: Monday, 3 April 2023 11:41 AM
To: Dowde, Stephanie
Subject: CR-22-000762 - case closure recommendation 

Hi Steph 
 
Please see below my recommendation to close this case. The case was straight forward therefore I have not 
completed a case recommendation report. I will then save this email and your response to Comtrac.  
 
We received an RSPCA report from a member of the public who was concerned that there were a number of 
deceased sheep, and sheep living in waterlogged paddocks on the property. I phoned Mr BROWN who stated that 
he would have his stock person check on his sheep. Mr BROWN phoned my back later the same day and reported 
that all his sheep were accounted for and OK.  
 
The RSPCA has received several reported regrading Mr BROWN’S sheep across several of his properties. Previous 
inspections have not identified any issues. The properties are located close to a beach and along roads that 
members of the public frequently drive past. 
 
My recommendation is that the close be closed with no further action required.  
 
Due to staff shortages this case was not closed earlier. 
 
Regards 
 
Penny 

 

Penny Fox | Acting Program Specialist (Animal Welfare) 
Biosecurity Operations Branch | Biosecurity Tasmania 
Primary Industries and Water Division 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
13 St Johns Avenue NEW TOWN  TAS 7008 
T: (03)  
E: penny.fox@nre.tas.gov.au 
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 

 

 
 

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 
 

49

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



From: Dowde, Stephanie
Sent: Tuesday, 4 April 2023 1:20 PM
To: Fox, Penny
Subject: RE: CR-22-000762 - case closure recommendation 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Penny, 
 
The case is approved for closure. 
 
Thanks 
 
 

 

Stephanie Dowde   
Acting Program Specialist (Animal Biosecurity) 
Biosecurity Operations  
Primary Industries and Water Division 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
Address:  165 Westbury Road, Prospect  
Mobile:  
Email:  Stephanie.Dowde@nre.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 
 

    
 
From: Fox, Penny <Penny.Fox@nre.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 3 April 2023 11:41 AM 
To: Dowde, Stephanie <Stephanie.Dowde@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: CR-22-000762 - case closure recommendation  
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1

From: Bond, Luke
Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2023 4:29 PM
To: Chivers, Liam
Cc: Fox, Penny
Subject: FW: Job54640Summary
Attachments: 54640.html

Categories: Attend to

Hello Liam 
 
For assessment and inves ga on please. 
 
Discuss with Penny first as we have a history of sheep related reports from Rifle Range Rd. 
 
Thanks 
 
Luke 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: RSPCA Tasmania <noreply@shelterbuddy.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 4:10 PM 
To: Welfare Repor ng <WelfareRepor ng@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Job54640Summary 
 
A ached Dispatch Summary from RSPCA Tasmania.  
 
Please note this Message contains confiden al informa on. If you are not an authorised recipient you must not read, 
copy or distribute it. If you have received this message in error, please telephone 1300 777 221. Thank you 
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1

From: Bond, Luke
Sent: Wednesday, 22 February 2023 9:37 AM
To: Chivers, Liam
Cc: Fox, Penny; Roberts, Alexandra L; Bond, Ellena
Subject: FW: Job54855Summary
Attachments: 54855.html

Categories: Attend to

Hello Liam 
 
For assessment and inves ga on please. 
 
Regards 
Luke 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: RSPCA Tasmania <noreply@shelterbuddy.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 9:22 AM 
To: Welfare Repor ng <WelfareRepor ng@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Job54855Summary 
 
A ached Dispatch Summary from RSPCA Tasmania.  
 
Please note this Message contains confiden al informa on. If you are not an authorised recipient you must not read, 
copy or distribute it. If you have received this message in error, please telephone 1300 777 221. Thank you 
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CR-21-001061 – 15/02/2023 

Principal Investigators – Liam Chivers 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA 54640 - 14-Feb-2023, 3:52:00 PM 

Reports of 6-12 sheep in a paddock with no visible signs of shelter or water. 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
Phone Call 
15/02/2023, 11:15 am 
00h:10m 
Liam Chivers 
On the 15th day of February 2023 at 11:15 am, Liam Chivers, Senior Biosecurity Inspector 
(Livestock) called  (Complainant).  explained that she drove 
past the identified property on her way to Cremorne on the 14th of February 2023 at 
approximately 1500 Hrs. She noticed 6-12 sheep trying to take shelter under a fence.  

 approached the property and could see no visible signs of water or shelter.  
 used a ble barrel/drum from her car to fill with water and left the property. 

Inspector CHIVERS informed  that the matter is being investigated. Informed 
 that feedback cannot be provided but the mater will be properly investigated. 

 
Investigation 
15/02/2023, 01:58 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
Map of property 
 
Investigation 
15/02/2023, 01:58 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
Job Description - Alleged 6-12 sheep in paddock with no shelter or water. 
 
Investigation 
15/02/2023, 01:58 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
Email from Luke 
 
Investigation 
Phone Call 
16/02/2023, 03:20 pm 
00h:10m 
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Liam Chivers 
On the 16th day of February 2023 at 3:20 pm, Senior Biosecurity Inspector Liam Chivers 
called  who was listed as the property owner of 849 South Arm Road 
(according to "The List").  stated that he no longer owns the property and he 
sold it  a few years ago. He believes now that a Mr Greg BROWN leases the 
property from its current owners and he is the owner of the sheep. He gave me Greg 
Browns phone number, . 
 
Investigation 
Site Visit 
21/02/2023, 11:24 am 
00h:30m 
Liam Chivers 
On the 21st of February, 2023, Senior Biosecurity Inspector Liam Chivers attended 849 
South Arm Road, Sandford, in relation to sheep on the property without access to food or 
shelter. Upon arrival Officers Liam Chivers and Alexander Roberts notices approximately 25 
sheep on the property. A gentleman was on sight who introduced himself as  

 (Mobile number ). He stated that he looks after the sheep on 
behalf of Mr Greg BROWN (sheep owner). He stated that Mr Brown leases the property. 
Spoke to  in regards to the allegations of no water and lack of shelter.  

 stated there is a tub around by the water tank and the sheep generally have 
access to that (the sheep kept in the front paddock, sheep in the back paddock have access 
to Dams). He currently has them closed off from the water as he working on the property. 
He stated when he leaves the property for the day he'll open access to the water for the 
sheep. I discussed the shelter with him and he agreed to open up a paddock with a white 
shed in it for the sheep to use as shelter. Confirmed the existence of the shed and water 
trough, confirmed with  that he attends the property most days on his way 
home from work. He stated the sheep (mostly Rams he believes) will only be at the property 
for another month or so before being moved on. Advised  that if he allows 
access to the water and opens up the shed for shelter for the sheep in the front paddock 
then he has satisfied my concerns. Body cam footage downloaded using "SYNC" app and 
saved in file location "V:\BT\Animal Compliance\Investigations\2023\BROWN CR-23-
001061\Evidence\Photos BWC" named "CHIVERS_Axon Body 2 Video X81635559 2023-02-
21 112329.MP4". 
 
Investigation 
22/02/2023, 04:25 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
On the 22nd day of February 2023 at 4:25 pm, Senior Biosecurity Officer Liam Chivers called 

(complainant) who was calling about the sheep at 849 South Arm Road. I 
confirmed where the sheep were that she was talking about and told her that we are 
currently in talks with the owner of the sheep. I told her if she had any further issues though 
to call them through. She was happy with this. 
 
Investigation 
22/02/2023, 04:32 pm 
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00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
E-mail from Luke 
 
Investigation 
22/02/2023, 04:33 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
Job Description - Ewes and lambs in a paddock next to a shed. 
 
Investigation 
21/07/2023, 09:02 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
RSPCA report summary 
 
Investigation 
21/07/2023, 10:48 am 
00h:30m 
James Thomas 
On Friday 21st July at approximately 10am, Alex ROBERTS and James THOMAS attended 849 
SOUTH ARM ROAD, SANDFORD, TAS, 7020. We searched the premises and found 1 dead 
sheep. We approached the sheering shed and spoke to  (sheerer employed by Greg 
BROWN.  was aware of the dead sheep.  was cooperative and gave us BROWNS 
phone number. Upon further inspection of the premises a further carcass was found in an 
adjacent paddock that appeared to have been there for more than a week. THOMAS called 
BROWN at 11:17am and verbally directed him to dispose of the two carcasses, and to 
provide photographic evidence of this. 
 
Investigation 
21/07/2023, 10:53 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
Photographs of 2 dead carcasses 
 
Investigation 
25/07/2023, 11:14 pm 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
Email from Greg BROWN showing pictures of the carcasses being disposed of. 
 
Investigation 
26/07/2023, 09:41 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
Reply email from James THOMAS 
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Investigation 
27/07/2023, 10:00 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
On the 27th day of July 2023 at 10:00 am, Officer James THOMAS spoke to Supervisor Luke 
BOND regarding the case. Recommendation from BOND was to leave the case open as there 
is likely to be further complaints in the near future. No further actions at this stage. 
 

Outcomes/Results 
As per our verbal conversation between Luke Bond and Liam Chivers, It is recommend that this 
investigation be closed with NFA. 
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1

From: Bond, Luke
Sent: Saturday, 19 August 2023 2:51 PM
To: Chivers, Liam
Cc: Thomas, James
Subject: Re: Job59326Summary

For assessment please Liam. Monday Same issues 
Regards  
Luke  
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Bond, Luke <Luke.Bond@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Sent: Saturday, August 19, 2023 2:50:43 PM 
To: Chivers, Liam <liam.chivers@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Thomas, James <james.thomas@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Fwd: Job59326Summary  
  
 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: RSPCA Tasmania <noreply@shelterbuddy.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 19, 2023 9:46:12 AM 
To: Bond, Luke <Luke.Bond@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Job59326Summary  
  
Attached Dispatch Summary from RSPCA Tasmania.  
 
Please note this Message contains confidential information. If you are not an authorised recipient you must 
not read, copy or distribute it. If you have received this message in error, please telephone 1300 777 221. 
Thank you 
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CR-21-001249 – 21/08/2023 

Principal Investigators – Liam Chivers 

Incident Location: 849 South Arm Road, Sandford TAS, 7020 

Incident Description: RSPCA - 59326 

Allegations received stating there are 2 cows (cow and calf) and 50-70 sheep on 

the property. Sheep are moving and standing fine but look sick. Caller is unsure 

of physical condition of the cows. They state that one sheep also has a dirty 

rear end. 

Running Sheet Entries: 

Investigation 
21/08/2023, 02:57 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
TheLIST Premium Property Reports 
 

Investigation 
21/08/2023, 02:58 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
TAPDB Brown Report 
 

Investigation 
21/08/2023, 02:58 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
E-mail from Luke with Job description 
 

Investigation 
Field Note 
25/08/2023, 12:30 pm 
00h:00m 
Liam Chivers 
On the 25th day of August 2023 at 12:30 pm, Senior Biosecurity Inspectors James THOMAS 
and Liam CHIVERS attended 849 South Arm Road. Sighted several sheep on property, all 
appeared in good health and were moving well. Mr Greg BROWN arrived on site and spoke 
to Inspectors. Mr BROW stated the animals are being supplementary fed barley and hay. 
Animals were recently drenched and recently shorn. Either himself, his mother or two 
friends will inspect the property daily to check on the welfare of the animals. Animals have 
access to water and plenty of feed. No animal welfare concerns by inspectors at this 
moment in time. 
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Investigation 
28/08/2023, 09:08 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
THOMAS BWC footage from 25.08.23 - conversation with Greg BROWN 
 

Investigation 
30/08/2023, 12:43 pm 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
Text from Greg BROWN with update on Sheep re site visit on 25.08.2023 
 

Investigation 
22/11/2023, 11:22 am 
00h:00m 
James Thomas 
Email between SBI J. THOMAS and A/g Program Coordinator L. CHIVERS recommending case 
closure and no further action. Approved for closure. 
 

Outcomes/Results 

As per our verbal conversation between Luke Bond and Liam Chivers, It is recommend that this 

investigation be closed with NFA. 
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1

From: Chivers, Liam
Sent: Wednesday, 22 November 2023 11:07 AM
To: Thomas, James
Subject: RE: CR-23-001249 -  849 South Arm Rd

Hi James, 
 
I agree with your recommendations and happy for you to close the investigation. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Liam 
 
From: Thomas, James <james.thomas@nre.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 10:56 AM 
To: Chivers, Liam <liam.chivers@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: CR-23-001249 - 849 South Arm Rd 
 
Good morning Liam, 
 
The above case has been open since 21st Aug 2023. 
 
As the property sits right next to the main road historically it has received frequent reports but nothing lately. 
 
Luke said we should keep the case open for a while due to the report frequency due to the nature of the case being 
beside a main road. I believe it is now time to close this case as no reports have come in for 3 months. 
 
I believe the case requires no further action as the POI Greg Brown has always been compliant and easy to deal 
with. He understands that we have to follow our reports through and has shown he can work with BT swiftly if there 
is an AW or Biosecurity issue. 
 
Let me know if you think otherwise and I can prepare a formal case rec. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 

James Thomas 
A / Senior Biosecurity Inspector (Animal Welfare & Biosecurity) 
Biosecurity Operations South | Biosecurity Tasmania 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
13 St Johns Avenue, New Town, Tasmania, 7008 
M:  
E: James.Thomas@nre.tas.gov.au 
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 
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