
1

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 17 January 2024 12:10 PM
To: Thompson, Robin P
Subject: Video
Attachments: 417713059_7025453864249934_5858977761784271636_n.mp4

Dear Mr.Thompson, 
Attached is a copy of the video and audio that was recorded when  fell under the 
horse float at  property.  
You need to listen very carefully, I had to reply it a few times with the volume up, before I could hear 
the words "I have no insurance". 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 17 January 2024 9:06 PM
To: Thompson, Robin P
Subject: Fwd: Workers Compensation
Attachments: Screenshot_20240104_150346_OneDrive.jpg

Dear Mr.Thompson, 
Passing this information onto you. 

Yours sincerely, 

On Wed, Jan 17, 2024 at 2:02 PM  wrote: 

Ok, the attached letter Robin has so he should know what is going on. 

Firstly, Tas Racing / ORI told Ben Yole that he could not race without workers compensation cover.  As I 
understand it, they stopped him unloading his horses from the trucks in Hobart one Friday afternoon.  He was 
able to satisfy their request and was allowed to unload and race that evening. 

I KNOW that HE did not take out his own workers compensation.  As I am sure Dave Manshanden knows given 
that he has seen the ‘certificate of currency’.  That is a document issued by the Insurer once a policy has been 
taken out. 

What I can tell you is that  extended his own policy for a company he owns, Complete 
Workforce Solutions, to cover the industry of ‘horses/livestock’. 
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But of course, nobody does their job.  It is so frustrating.  He should have been stood down immediately after 
that car accident.  That was a shocking case of interference by ORI and TasRacing.  They needed to stay out of 
it, and it wouldn’t be where it is now.  

  

The letter attached does explain how Manshanden gets around the question in the Committee Meeting that 
was held.   

 

  

I hope this helps. 

 

Cheers 
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From: David Manshanden <d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au>
Sent: Monday, 22 January 2024 9:13 AM
To: Thompson, Robin P
Subject: Re: HRA insurance

Hi Robin, 
 
Please see attached link to website as a starting point. 
 
https://tasracingcorporate.com.au/harness-insurance-program-tasmania/ 
 
Key point - WHO IS INSURED? ,All Licensed Trainers, Drivers, Stable Hands (voluntary workers only) of the 
Australian Harness Racing Industry including monte race riders, New Zealand Harness licensed visitors and all 
other licensed visitors, Nominated Clubs; including Australian Mini Trotting Clubs and their Junior Member 
Participants.  
 
Happy to chat further if you need more clarification. 
 
Cheers 
 
Dave 

From: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, January 22, 2024 8:45 AM 
To: David Manshanden <d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au> 
Subject: HRA insurance  
  

Hi Dave, 
If possible would you be able to send me a copy of the HRA insurance policy so as I can better understand it? 
Cheers and thanks 
Robin 
  
  
  

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

  
  
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER:  
The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is intended only for the person or persons to 

 This message was sent from outside your organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know 
the content is safe.  
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From: Johnston, John
Sent: Tuesday, 6 February 2024 3:50 PM
To: Robinson, Oliver (DoJ)
Subject: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity

Hi Oliver 

Would you be able to provide some advice on this matter if I pass your details to Robin? 
 
Best regards 
 

 

John Johnston  | Manager Health Safety and Wellbeing  
IFS 
People & Culture 
Strategy and Business Services  
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
134 Macquarie Street HOBART TAS 7000 
M:    
E: John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au 
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 
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From: Thompson, Robin P
Sent: Wednesday, 7 February 2024 11:51 AM
To: Janes, Paul
Subject: FW: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity

Hi Paul, 
Details re  interview below.  Your suggestions are also welcome. 
Cheers 
Robin 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: Thompson, Robin P  
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:50 AM 
To: Robinson, Oliver <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Johnston, John <John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 
 
Hi Oliver, 
Many thanks for your assistance and advice in regard to this matter.  I have arranged for a recorded interview with 
Mr  on Tuesday 13 February 2024 after which I will revert to you for further discussion and advice. 
Cheers 
Robin. 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: Robinson, Oliver <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 10:27 AM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Johnston, John <John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 
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Let me know what, if any, response you get and we can think about what should be asked to .   
 
Regards, 
 
Oliver Robinson 
Legal Practitioner  |  State Litigation Office 
Department of Justice 
(03)   |  oliver.robinson@justice.tas.gov.au 
www.justice.tas.gov.au 
Level 5, 15 Murray Street, Hobart, TAS 7000  |  GPO Box 825 Hobart TAS 7001 
 
WORK DAYS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER: This email and any attachments are confidential and may be legally privileged (in which case neither is waived or lost 
by mistaken delivery). The email and any attachments are intended only for the intended addressee(s). Please notify us by return email if you have received this 
email and any attachments by mistake, and delete them. If this email and any attachments include advice, that advice is based on, and limited to, the instructions
received by the sender. Any unauthorised use of this email and any attachments is expressly prohibited.  Any liability in connection with any viruses or other
defects in this email and any attachments, is limited to re-supplying this email and any attachments. 
 
From: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 February 2024 8:36 PM 
To: Robinson, Oliver <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Johnston, John (NRE) <John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 
 

Hello Oliver, 
Many thanks. 

 You don't often get email from robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au. Learn why this is important  
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I appreciate your assistance.  I can come and discuss this in person any time tomorrow if you think that would help. 
Cheers 
Robin 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

From: Robinson, Oliver <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 4:59 PM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au>; Johnston, John 
<John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 

Hi Robin, 

Would a phone call at 9:00am tomorrow suit you?  I can call you.  

Regards, 

Oliver Robinson
Legal Practitioner  |  State Litigation Office 
Department of Justice 
(03)   |  oliver.robinson@justice.tas.gov.au
www.justice.tas.gov.au
Level 5, 15 Murray Street, Hobart, TAS 7000  |  GPO Box 825 Hobart TAS 7001

WORK DAYS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER: This email and any attachments are confidential and may be legally privileged (in which case neither is waived or lost 
by mistaken delivery). The email and any attachments are intended only for the intended addressee(s). Please notify us by return email if you have received this 
email and any attachments by mistake, and delete them. If this email and any attachments include advice, that advice is based on, and limited to, the instructions
received by the sender. Any unauthorised use of this email and any attachments is expressly prohibited.  Any liability in connection with any viruses or other
defects in this email and any attachments, is limited to re-supplying this email and any attachments. 
 
From: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 6 February 2024 4:44 PM 
To: Johnston, John (NRE) <John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au>; Robinson, Oliver <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 
 

Hi Guys, 
Many thanks John for the introduction to Oliver. 
Oliver, can we make a time to discuss this matter in person (my preference) tomorrow morning or by telephone? 
Cheers and thanks 
Robin 
 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: Johnston, John <John.Johnston@nre.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 3:50 PM 
To: Robinson, Oliver (DoJ) <Oliver.Robinson@justice.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Workers Compensation Matter Office of Racing Integrity 

 You don't often get email from robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au. Learn why this is important  
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To: ben Yole
Cc: Catherine Yole
Subject: RE: ben yole work cover

Hello Mr Yole, 
Many thanks for your response. 
Cheers 
Robin 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: ben Yole   
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 7:03 PM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Cc: Catherine Yole  
Subject: ben yole work cover 
 
 
evening Mr Thompson, as you can see cws will be covering us for another week after monday giving us time to sort 
new cover we are well on the way to achieving this and will keep you updated many thanks ben yole  
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To: David Manshanden
Subject: RE: Ben Yole Racing Pty Ltd (BYR) and Mr Wayne Yole.

Hi Dave, 
Mr Wayne Yole has declared to stewards that he does not employ any stablehands because he manages the hoses in 
his care using volunteer stablehands and volunteer licenced drivers. He has named seven licenced drivers and two 
licenced volunteer stablehands to assist him with his race day commitments next Sunday 25 February 2024. 
As with all participants the stewards expect race competitors to report to them at the appropriate race venue 
locations on or before the designated time. 
Cheers 
Robin 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: David Manshanden <d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 12:37 PM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Ben Yole Racing Pty Ltd (BYR) and Mr Wayne Yole. 
 
Hi Robin, 
 
I refer to the email I forwarded to you yesterday which Andrew Jenkins received from  of 
Complete Workforce Solutions Pty Ltd (CWS) at 1.57pm yesterday and our subsequent conversations 
thereafter. 
 
In his email  gave Tasracing notice that the labour hire services arrangement currently in place 
between CWS and Ben Yole Racing Pty Ltd (BYR) will end on 25 February 2024. 
 
In consequence of the end of the labour hire services arrangement Tasracing has concerns that, unless 
alternative arrangements are made, after 25 February 2024 BYR workers will not be covered by an appropriate 
policy of insurance for the purposes of the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (WRCA). 
 
We also understand that Mr Wayne Yole is permitted by ORI to undertake training from BYR premises. CWS 
advised Tasracing yesterday that CWS does not have any arrangements in place with Mr Wayne Yole. 
Tasracing has no knowledge what arrangements Mr Wayne Yole has in place to ensure his workers are covered 
by an appropriate policy of insurance for the purposes of the WRCA. 
 
Could you please confirm by 5pm today that; 
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• You will take steps to ensure that BYR will have in place a an appropriate policy of insurance for the 
purposes of the WRCA after 25 February 2024; and 

• That you hold documentary evidence to satisfy you that Mr Wayne Yole has in place an appropriate 
policy of insurance for the purposes of the WRCA (noting that CWS have advised Tasracing that they 
have no relationship with Wayne Yole). If you hold such evidence could you please provide a copy to 
us? 

  
If Wayne Yole has not or is unable to provide documentary evidence to satisfy you (and Tasracing) that he has 
in place an appropriate policy of insurance for the purposes of the WRCA then Tasracing will need to consider 
whether it is appropriate to allow him to enter into any Tasracing venues to carry on his activities as a licenced 
racing participant. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you 
 
Regards 
 
Dave 
 

David Manshanden 

Chief Operating Officer | Tasracing 

Ladbrokes Park Elwick, 6 Goodwood Road Glenorchy TAS 7010 

Ph:  

d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au 

www.tasracingcorporate.com.au 

  

  

 

  

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.  This email is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above; it 
may contain information that is confidential and privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this email is strictly prohibited.  Please notify the sender of any incorrectly addressed emails. 
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From: Thompson, Robin P
Sent: Thursday, 22 February 2024 12:40 PM
To: Rudolf, Jenny (DoJ)
Subject: Workers compensation insurance for stablehands
Attachments: Harness - Application for Licence Requirements 2023-24 Season (003).pdf; Summary-of-Cover-

Brochure.pdf

Hello Jenny, 

Kind regards 
Robin 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 
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From: Thompson, Robin P
Sent: Thursday, 22 February 2024 3:49 PM
To: Rudolf, Jenny (DoJ)
Subject: RE: Workers compensation insurance for stablehands
Attachments: Harness - Application for Licence 2023-24.pdf

Hi Jenny, 

Once again many thanks. 
Cheers 
Robin 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: Rudolf, Jenny <Jenny.Rudolf@justice.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 2:44 PM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Workers compensation insurance for stablehands 
 
Hi Robin 
I don’t think you attached a licence application form… 

Regards, 
Jenny Rudolf | Assistant Solicitor-General 
Office of the Solicitor-General, Department of Justice 
p (03)  | e jenny.rudolf@justice.tas.gov.au  | w www.justice.tas.gov.au 
15 Murray Street, Hobart, TAS 7000 | GPO Box 825 Hobart, TAS 7001 

 
From: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 22 February 2024 12:40 PM 
To: Rudolf, Jenny <Jenny.Rudolf@justice.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Workers compensation insurance for stablehands 

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 

s.31

s.31

Duplicate

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



1

To:
Subject: Workers compensation insurance

Good afternoon Mr Yole, 
I enquire as to the workers compensation insurance arrangements you have in place for staff employed by you to 
assist in your horse racing business.  In relation to all staff employed by you would you please provide an assurance 
with accompanying documentation that these staff are covered by workers compensation insurance? 
Please provide this information to me by close of business Thursday 22 February 2024. 
Thankyou for your anticipated cooperation. 
Regards 
Robin 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

Wayne Yole
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From: Thompson, Robin P
Sent: Thursday, 22 February 2024 11:55 AM
To: Finnigan, Neil
Subject: FW: Workers compensation insurance 

As discussed 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: wayne yole   
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 11:38 AM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: Workers compensation insurance  
 
Good morning Mr Thompson 
I am a hobbyist horse trainer. I do not employ anyone and I do not run a business 
I have a volunteer stablehand who carries a valid stablehand licence therefore he is covered under hra insurance 
and at the races I also receive help from mark yole who is a driver and therefore covered under hra insurance  
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
Regards wayne 
 
Sent from Outlook for Android 
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From: Thompson, Robin P
Sent: Friday, 1 March 2024 1:59 PM
To: 'David Manshanden'
Subject: RE: B Yole Workers Compensation 

Hi Dave, 
I believe Mr Yole will communicate his arrangements to us in due course. 
Cheers 
Robin 
 
 

 

Robin Thompson | General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
171 Westbury Road Prospect  
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
T: M:  
E: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au  
W: www.nre.tas.gov.au 

 
 
From: David Manshanden <d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au>  
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 10:34 AM 
To: Thompson, Robin P <Robin.Thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au> 
Subject: B Yole Workers Compensation  
 
Dear Robin 
 
I refer to our previous emails in respect to this matter. 
 
 As you know CWS have advised us that they have extended their arrangement with BYR until Sunday 3 March 
2024. 
 
Can you please advise whether you have received evidence that BYR will have in place an appropriate policy of 
insurance for the purposes of the WRCA after 3 March 2024 and in particular Monday morning 4 March.  
 
Regards 
 
Dave 
 

David Manshanden 

Chief Operating Officer | Tasracing 

Ladbrokes Park Elwick, 6 Goodwood Road Glenorchy TAS 7010 

Ph:  

d.manshanden@tasracing.com.au 
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18 April 2024 
 
 
Mr Robin Thompson 
General Manager 
Director of Racing 
Office of Racing Integrity 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
PO Box 46 Kings Meadows 7249 
 
Email: robin.thompson@racingintegrity.tas.gov.au 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Thompson 
 
RE:  Licensed Trainer Mr Wayne Yole 
 
We write to outline Tasracing’s concerns regarding the current training arrangements for trainer Mr 
Wayne Yole. 

• Despite now training 120 horses, Mr Wayne Yole has stated to Tasracing and ORI that he 
does not employ staff and therefore believes he is not required to obtain workers’ 
compensation insurance. Mr Yole has advised that anyone who assists him does so on a 
voluntary basis and outside of their employment with Ben Yole Racing Pty Ltd (BYR). 
 

 

ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT TASMANIA UNDER THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 

Part B - page 26

OOS

RTI - 
DL -

 R
ELE

ASE -N
RE



-2-

Tasracing raises a number of concerns and queries for your consideration – 

• In accordance with the 2023-24 Licensing requirements, has Mr Wayne Yole acknowledged that
a current Workers Compensation Policy will be maintained for paid and voluntary workers, or
have enquiries been made with the relevant regulator, Worksafe, as to the validity of Mr Wayne
Yole’s purported arrangements?

We appreciate your consideration of the contents of this correspondence in relation to the legitimacy 
of the arrangement of Mr Wayne Yole to train from the Sidmouth property. 

Yours faithfully 

Andrew Jenkins Gene Phair 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER CHAIR 

Cc: Jason.jacobi@nre.tas.gov.au 
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