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LICENCED HARNESS TRAINER – MY WAYNE YOLE 

Dear Messrs Jenkins and Phair, 

I refer to your letter of 18 April 2024 regarding Licenced harness racing trainer Mr Wayne Yole and provide the 
following information. 

I have obtained legal advice in respect to some of the matters you raise.  It is the view of this Office that there 
is no requirement in either the Rules of Racing or the Racing Regulation Act 2004 (the Act) that obtaining and 
maintaining a policy of workers compensation insurance is a prerequisite to obtaining a harness trainer licence 
or a condition upon being issued such a licence. Nor is there a requirement that a copy of such a policy be 
provided to the Director upon application for a licence.   

Under the Act, as Director, I am func�oned with the power to grant licences under the Rules of Racing. 
Tasracing is responsible for se�ng licence and registra�on standards and criteria. 
As you would appreciate, I can only take lawful actions in accordance with the Act and the Rules of Racing, to 
do otherwise would be acting outside of my power. I would note that the Rules of Racing are a matter for 
Tasracing under the Act and if changes are required to bring harness in-line with the thoroughbred code, then 
this is a matter for Tasracing.  

There is no legal authority for me to seek evidence of such a policy from Mr Wayne Yole as workers 
compensation is not a condition of being granted a licence. I am referring anyone with concerns regarding 
workers compensation insurance to Worksafe Tasmania, which has the legal authority in these matters. 
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I appreciate you bringing these issues to my attention and encourage you to routinely do so should you have 
reliable evidence that supports potential transgressions of the Act, its regulations, policies and the Rules of 
Racing. 

Yours sincerely 

Robin Thompson 
Director of Racing 
3 May 2024 
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