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VI S I ON
Tasmania’s unique natural heritage is healthy, resilient, well understood
and highly valued both in its own right and for its essential contribution
to the Tasmanian community, economy and way of life.

The Natural Heritage Strategy for Tasmania 2013
– 2030 (the strategy) has been developed to guide
conservation and management of Tasmania’s natural
heritage to 2030. As well as providing direction for
conservation programs managed by the Department
of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
(the Department), the strategy provides direction
for the conservation of natural heritage in Tasmania
generally. This document provides an overview of
the strategy.

The goals and objectives of the strategy are
supported by broad principles that guide how the
strategy will be implemented (Table 1). The strategy
aims to improve conservation outcomes in Tasmania
by taking a coordinated, strategic landscape
approach to conservation and management. A
landscape approach to conservation will recognise
that important Aboriginal heritage sites and deposits
are contained within natural landscapes. Landscape
scale conservation requires the involvement of all
land managers both public and private.

A pair of Grey-headed albatross
(Thalassarche chrysostoma) on Macquarie Island.
Photo by Rachael Alderman.
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Table 1: Principles underpinning the Strategy.
Natural heritage has intrinsic value
Biodiversity, geodiversity, and natural processes have intrinsic value that should be conserved, whether or not
they are of direct benefit to us.
In situ conservation is a priority
Biodiversity and geodiversity are best conserved by protecting existing natural occurrences and processes.
Landscape scale approaches enable strategic and effective allocation of conservation resources
Effective conservation of natural heritage operates at the landscape scale across public and private land tenures.
Landscape approaches can strategically and effectively integrate biodiversity and geodiversity conservation
efforts, while considering issues relating to cultural heritage, local economies, infrastructure, agriculture, ecotourism, and the health and social benefits of the environment.
A risk-based, adaptive management framework is needed for good conservation decisions
Adaptive management approaches using both science and practical experience to improve conservation work
are most effective when combined with a risk analysis approach to managing our natural heritage and allocating
resources.
Applying the precautionary principle
Where there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, a lack of full scientific certainty should
not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation.
Managing in a changing climate
Applying fundamental ecological principles and adopting a range of conservation strategies will provide a sound
basis for developing robust conservation measures that enhance resilience and the potential for adaptation of
our natural values in the face of a changing climate. Our management approach must be flexible to allow for
innovation in a changing environment.
Acknowledging the Tasmanian Aboriginal community and respecting their past
The actions of Aboriginal people in the past has had an important influence in shaping our natural heritage and
highly significant Aboriginal heritage sites are contained within some natural heritage forms. Efforts to conserve
biodiversity and geodiversity must take into account Aboriginal heritage and acknowledge and respect the
culture, values, innovations, practices and knowledge of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community.
Engaging with the whole community
The protection and management of our natural heritage is dependent on the active participation of the
community. Tasmanians are the critical decision makers for the effective delivery of this strategy. All members of
the community should have the opportunity to contribute to the outcomes of this strategy.
Intergenerational equity
Our generation should ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of Tasmania’s natural heritage is
maintained and where appropriate improved for future generations.
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WHAT IS NATURAL HERITAGE?
Our natural heritage is our entire environment. It
includes Tasmania’s water, air, soil, land, sea, plants
and animals. It includes biodiversity and geodiversity,
and natural processes in terrestrial, aquatic, coastal,
estuarine and marine environments. Natural heritage
often contains important Aboriginal heritage.
Our natural environment has a past, a present
and a future. We have inherited a landscape that
has been shaped by billions of years of geological
history and biological evolution, tens of thousands of
years of Aboriginal stewardship, and more than two
hundred years of settlement by Europeans and other
immigrants.

Areas with high natural
value managed primarily
for conservation.

Small remnants are managed
for their connectivity and
habitat values.

Natural heritage in urban
and rural areas is protected,
maintained, and where
possible restored.

We are currently facing many issues that will continue
to impact on our natural heritage into the future, with
climate change perhaps being the most challenging.
The actions that we take now, and in the coming
decades, will shape the natural heritage we pass on to
future generations of Tasmanians.

What is a landscape approach?

4

VDM

A landscape approach is a systematic planning and
management approach that integrates conservation
management across land-tenure and land-uses. The
approach does not only consider the environment,
but also includes social, economic and cultural
factors. Landscapes operate at a range of scales
from site, to property, to catchment, to region
and so on, depending on the natural value under
consideration. A landscape approach recognises the
interdependence of nature across large areas.

Coastal and marine
environments managed
sustainably.
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Figure 1: Diagrammatic of landscape conservation.

Environmental gradients protected
to provide opportunities for species
movement under climate change.

Refugia identified and threats managed.

Primary production and
conservation needs are integrated
and managed sustainably.

Geoheritage values protected.

Estuaries, waterways and riparian
areas contribute to connecting
natural heritage across landscapes.
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THE STRATEGY

IMPLEMENTATION

The strategy includes goals, objectives, actions, and
outcomes that are designed to achieve the vision
(Figure 2).

The Strategy has thirty five priority actions that
have been identified and will form the basis of an
implementation plan which will be developed in 2013
for the first five years of the strategy (2013 – 2018).
The priorities contain a number of important focus
areas including:

Figure 2: Structure of the Natural Heritage Strategy.

1.

Adopting a landscape scale approach to
conservation.

2.

Planning for, and responding to, climate change.

3.

Strengthening environmental biosecurity.

4.

Implementing a more holistic risk-based
approach to marine conservation.

5.

Developing more effective threatened species
management.

6.

Strengthening partnerships with the Tasmanian
Aboriginal community, and increasing stakeholder
and community involvement in conservation
activities.

7.

Reviewing Tasmania’s legislation, policies and
procedures to identify opportunities to improve
efficiencies and efficacy.

Vision
What we want for the future.

Goals and Objectives
What we are aiming for.
They provide direction for our actions.

Long-term actions
Activities we will undertake to achieve
multiple outcomes for the life of the strategy.

Outcomes
The results we are trying to achieve
from the actions we will be taking.
The strategy has four goals. The first goal aims
to maintain and restore natural heritage in a
changing environment, and ensure the conservation,
sustainability and productivity of our landscapes,
ecosystems and species. Goals two and three relate
to strengthening partnerships, engaging stakeholders,
and raising stakeholder and community awareness
and participation. The fourth goal outlines how the
strategy will be implemented, including actions for the
first five years (2013 – 2018). The goals, objectives,
actions and outcomes of the Strategy are summarised
in Table 2.
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Implementation will be coordinated through the
Department’s annual business planning process and
reporting will be integrated with annual reporting
requirements. In 2018 a review will consider progress
with implementation and whether priorities or other
elements of the strategy should be amended.
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3. The resilience
of ecosystems,
communities and species
to threatening processes
is strengthened.

2.Biodiversity and
geodiversity values are
conserved.

10. Promote the management of fire to maintain natural
values while appropriately managing fuel hazards.

9. Ensure that ecosystem processes are understood and
maintained.

8. Identify a network of terrestrial and aquatic refugia
and priority areas that can strengthen ecosystem
resilience and support adaptation, and ensure that those
areas are included in reserves or otherwise managed
for conservation outcomes.

9. Work with fire management authorities and local
government to integrate conservation objectives into
fire management planning.

3.3 Fire is managed to maintain natural values, while
managing fuel hazards to protect the community and
assets.

3.2 Natural ecosystem and physical processes are
understood, maintained, and where appropriate and
possible, restored.
8. Identify ecological and physical processes that are
potentially vulnerable.

2.3. The conservation status of threatened species and
communities is improved or maintained

3.1 The resilience of natural terrestrial and marine
communities is maintained and where possible, and
appropriate, enhanced.

6. Develop a framework that ensures conservation
measures for threatened species and vegetation
communities are prioritised, efficient and effective;
and aligned with listing processes under the IUCN
categories and classifications.

6. Building on existing approaches, embed a holistic and
risk-based approach to conservation in estuarine and
marine environments.

2.2 The Tasmanian reserve estate is designed and
managed to maximise conservation of natural values,
and our terrestrial and marine environments outside of
reserves are managed sustainably.

2.1 Landscape approaches to planning and conservation
of natural values are understood and applied, and
deliver better conservation outcomes.

1.2. Scientific research is better aligned with
management and conservation requirements.

7. Prioritise conservation measures to improve
ecosystem resilience by maintaining and increasing
connectivity and protecting refugia.

5. Develop a more holistic and risk based approach to
conservation in estuarine and marine environments.

5. Facilitate the integration of geoheritage values into
resource management and planning systems.

7. Ensure that conservation measures for threatened
species and communities are prioritised, efficient and
effective, and consistent with National and international
listing processes.

4. Strategically enhance protected areas to fill identified
gaps and to support the National Reserve System,
alongside promoting conservation outside reserves.

3. Develop tools to increase capacity to prioritise, plan
and manage at the landscape scale.

4. Develop new mechanisms and methods that support
stewardship of natural heritage by land managers.

3. Implement a landscape approach to regulation,
planning and conservation across public and private
land.

2. Continue to identify knowledge required to conserve
natural heritage and identify actions to address those
gaps.

1.1 Information required for sound landscape
conservation and strategic planning and assessment
is prioritised, collected in a consistent manner and
maintained in a systematic database.

1. Identify monitoring priorities, and coordinate
monitoring programs, to improve efficiency, streamline
data management, and facilitate reporting.

1. Implement and coordinate robust natural heritage
monitoring and information collection systems that are
aligned with National and State reporting requirements
and are integrated with State, regional and locally based
conservation decision making and strategic planning.

1. The knowledge and
information required to
conserve biodiversity
and geodiversity is
available.
2. Identify knowledge required to conserve natural
heritage.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective

GOAL 1: TASMANIA’S BIODIVERSITY AND GEODIVERSITY VALUES ARE IDENTIFIED, UNDERSTOOD AND CONSERVED

Table 2: Summary of the Goals, Objectives, Long Term Actions, Outcomes and Priority Actions of the Natural Heritage Strategy.

8

Natural Heritage Strategy for Tasmania 2013–2030

September 2013

7. Tasmania’s ecosystem
resources and services
are used sustainably.

6. Effective biosecurity
measures are in place
to minimise the impact
of invasive species and
pathogens on Tasmania’s
natural heritage.

19. Promote the value of ecosystem services, and
ensure that consideration of those values are
incorporated into decision making and planning systems.

18. Incorporate management on a property scale into
a landscape approach to conservation, and promote
the uptake of property management planning and
environmental management systems in agriculture,
aquaculture and fisheries.

17. Develop, implement and review State, regional and
local plans to manage invasive species and pathogens.

16. Ensure that monitoring programs are designed to
detect new incursions of invasive species and pathogens,
and the occurrence of new diseases in native species;
and increase capability and capacity to respond to new
detections.

15. Maintain sound biosecurity measures to prevent the
introduction of new incursions into Tasmania through
cooperation with the Australian government and other
jurisdictions.

14. Maintain ex-situ collections of priority plants
and animals to protect biodiversity, including genetic
diversity, where feasible and appropriate.

13. Ensure that geoheritage and other natural values
likely to be lost are documented and where appropriate
contribute to assessments of threats to associated
Aboriginal heritage values.

11. Design monitoring programs to inform climate
change management and embed those programs into
coordinated monitoring programs (see Objective 1).

12. Maximise availability of information and knowledge
needed for sound adaptation responses by land
managers, conservation planners and other decision
makers, and contribute to, and promote the uptake of
those measures.

5. Climate change
adaptation and impact
mitigation measures
are identified, assessed
and incorporated into
conservation planning
and management.

6.2 Tasmania is prepared to effectively respond to new
incursions of invasive species and pathogens, and the
occurrence of new diseases.

15. Strengthen emergency management arrangements
for incursions of invasive species and pathogens.

7.1. Land-use is sustainable and land degradation is
reduced, and where appropriate the land is restored or
rehabilitated.
7.2 Ecosystem services are maintained and remain
available at their current levels for future generations.

17. Encourage and support the protection, maintenance,
restoration and rehabilitation of natural heritage in
urban and rural environments.
18. Investigate options for promoting the value of
ecosystem services.

16. Continue to manage invasive species and pathogens
present in Tasmania.

6.1 The condition and health of natural heritage is
maintained or improved through measures to prevent,
control and manage invasive species and pathogens.

5.3 An improved understanding of the threat to natural
heritage and associated Aboriginal heritage values that
are vulnerable.

5.2 Climate change adaptation is incorporated into the
management of Tasmania’s natural heritage.

5.1. Integrated monitoring and research programs are in
place to inform climate change management strategies.

14. Maintain quarantine arrangements at the border
to prevent the introduction of invasive species and
pathogens into Tasmania.

13. Maintain and build ex-situ populations of plants and
animals vulnerable to loss from climate change.

12. Identify sites with significant values which are likely
to be lost and fully document sites.

4.1 Conservation measures effectively target the most
significant impacts on natural heritage.

10. Continue to identify threats to natural heritage
values.

11. Incorporate environmental risk assessments
throughout our work to identify and manage threats to
natural heritage.

4. Impacts on
natural heritage are
identified, assessed
and managed through
an environmental risk
analysis approach.
4.2 New and emerging threatening processes are
identified and appropriately managed.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective
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10. Enhance strategic
investments and
partnerships.

9. Partnerships
within and between
government, NRM
regional organisations,
NGOs, research
organisations, industry,
land managers and
the community are
coordinated, effective
and where possible
strengthened.

27. Integrate policy for natural heritage protection
with market based instruments and seek to increase
voluntary private investment in conservation programs,
in collaboration with stakeholders.

26. Facilitate the integration of natural heritage values
into resource management and planning systems.

25. Build a volunteer network able to assist with a
broad range of conservation activities.

24. Promote the uptake of stewardship agreements
between public land managers and adjoining
landowners.

23. Enhance collaborative and coordinated approaches
to conservation.

22. Work with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community to
remove barriers to conducting cultural activities such as
traditional hunting.

21. Collaborate with the Tasmanian Aboriginal
community to conduct monitoring and research,
develop interpretation works, and work together on
conservation management actions.

27. Identify opportunities for conservation from new
and emerging markets, and develop strategies to
identify and avoid unintended environment impacts
from those markets.

26. Continue to work with the Australian Government
and other jurisdictions to harmonise conservation
measures.

25. Work with local government and other stakeholders
to ensure that biodiversity and geodiversity protection
mechanisms are incorporated into regional and local
resource management and planning systems.

24. Encourage volunteer participation and identify how
to optimise participation and conservation outcomes
from volunteer work.

23. Assist stakeholders through capacity building,
improved knowledge and the provision of planning
tools.

22. Enter into conservation partnerships between
government, the Aboriginal community, local
government, NRM regional organisations, NGOs,
industry, primary producers, and land managers.

21. Work with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community
to identify and remove barriers to the community
conducting cultural activities.

10.3. An increase in public – private partnerships for
nature conservation.

10.2. An increase in private expenditure on conserving
natural heritage.

10.1 An increase in the use of market based
instruments and other incentives for managing natural
heritage.

9.3. A comprehensively representative array of natural
values is protected through public reserves and on
privately owned and managed land.

9.2. An increase in public and private sector (including
primary industries) participation in conservation
activities.

9.1. Tasmania contributes to national conservation
measures.

8.3. Impediments to the Tasmanian Aboriginal
community having access to natural resources to
conduct cultural activities are removed.

8.2. Tasmanians recognise and respect the influences of
Tasmanian aboriginal people on the landscape.

8.1. Increased participation and employment of the
Tasmanian Aboriginal community in nature conservation
programs.

19. Consult the Tasmanian Aboriginal community during
the implementation of this strategy

20. Build partnerships between the Department
and the Tasmanian Aboriginal community to increase
employment and participation in land and sea
management.

8. Strengthen
partnerships with the
Tasmanian Aboriginal
community.
20. Build collaborative projects with the Tasmanian
Aboriginal community.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective

GOAL 2: ALL STAKEHOLDERS AND THE COMMUNITY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT AND PROTECT NATURAL HERITAGE
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11.1. The public has access to information about natural
heritage and information to assist land-use planning and
conservation measures.

28. Continue to develop accessible information tools
to provide natural heritage information to stakeholders
and the public.

28. Develop and implement information and
communication programs to raise awareness of natural
values.

11. Stakeholders and
the public have access
to information required
for the conservation of
natural heritage.

12.2. Land managers receive assistance with, and benefit
from, ecologically sustainable practices and conservation
activities.

30. Work cooperatively with industry groups to identify
opportunities for developing incentive schemes.
31. Provide assistance to Tourism Tasmania to maximise
opportunities from the recognition of Tasmania as a
National Landscape.

30. Investigate opportunities for incentive schemes for
land managers who conduct environmental works.

31. Continue to promote Tasmania’s unique natural
heritage.

15. Tasmanian legislation,
policies and processes
are contemporary, and
will meet future needs

35. Develop and maintain contemporary conservation
legislation, policies and procedures in Tasmania.

35. Conduct a review of the adequacy and scope of
existing conservation legislation.

34. Promote the incorporation of natural heritage
conservation objectives and actions into regional NRM
plans and regional land-use strategies.

33. Establish an effective structure and mechanisms
to implement the Strategy, monitor progress, and
resolve issues and conflicts that may arise during
implementation.

33. Provide strategic direction, resourcing, coordination,
and monitor the outcomes of the strategy.

15.1 Tasmanian conservation legislation, policies and
procedures are contemporary and consistent with
other jurisdictions.

14.2. The implementation of this strategy contributes
to national strategies; and regional plans, strategies and
policies align with this strategy.

14.1. Conservation is a fundamental component of
natural resource management decision making, planning,
and policy development and conservation programs are
coordinated and achieve on ground results.

32. Apply adaptive management techniques to enhance
and improve conservation measures.

32. Apply adaptive management techniques to enhance
and improve conservation measures.

14. Conservation
measures are delivered
effectively and efficiently,
and improved through
an adaptive management
approach.

34. Promote the integration of the strategy into regional
NRM plans and regional land-use strategies.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective

GOAL 4: THE NATURAL HERITAGE STRATEGY IS IMPLEMENTED IN A COORDINATED, EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE WAY THAT ACHIEVES MEASURABLE RESULTS, AND IMPROVES
THROUGH EXPERIENCE

13.1. The Tasmanian community benefits from
conservation of our natural heritage.

12.1. Tasmanian primary producers receive a premium
from the Brand Tasmania.

29. Support measures to validate the Brand Tasmania,
including supporting third party accreditation programs.

29. Support measures to validate the Tasmanian Brand
as a premium environmentally sustainable product.

12. Land managers and
primary producers
are recognised
and rewarded for
conservation activities.

13. The Tasmanian
community and
economy benefits from
conservation of our
natural heritage.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective

GOAL 3: TASMANIANS EXPERIENCE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS FROM SOUND LANDSCAPE SCALE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective
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All actions above support this objective.

All actions above support this objective.

17. Undertake a
staged approach to
implementation.
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Main image: View across the landscape from Frogmore Creek Vineyard - near Richmond towards Pitt Water and surrounds.
The natural values on the estate are protected under a voluntary conservation covenant registered on the property’s title. Photo by Louise Mendel

16.1 Realistic and meaningful performance measures
are in place to report progress on implementing the
Natural Heritage Strategy.

36. Report progress towards implementing the Natural
Heritage Strategy to the Minister administering the
Nature Conservation Act 2002 annually, and progress
against the Australian Biodiversity Conservation
Strategy 2010-2030 as required.

36. Implement an integrated program of performance
monitoring, evaluation, reporting and improvement on
five yearly cycles to review management arrangements
and set future objectives and priorities.

16. Regional, State and
National reporting
informs priority setting
and future management.

All outcomes above support this objective.

Outcomes

Priority Actions 2013 - 2018

Long term Actions

Objective
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