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Huge Congratulations to Fishcare Tasmania volun-
teer Gary Mondon who was recently named 2022 
Tasmanian Volunteer of the Year in the Environ-

ment, Animal Care & Conservation category  

Gary has dedicated many years to putting smiles on people’s 
faces while teaching them about responsible recreational fish-
ing through the Fishcare program. His practical skills are sec-
ond to none, but his most valuable skill is his ability to listen to 
others and make every person he meets feel valued. 

Epitomising his selfless nature, Gary said 'this award isn’t for 
me, it’s for all the volunteers and everyone involved in 
Fishcare over the years'. We appreciate your amazing work 
Gary, along with the entire network of Fishcare volunteers 
across Tasmania! 

COVID VACCINATION ANNOUNCEMENT 
From Monday 1 August, the COVID-19 Safe Plan will remove the re-
quirement of all workers (including NRE Tas Volunteers) to provide 
evidence of vaccination against COVID-19. As such, the COVID-19 
Vaccination Policy will no longer apply and vaccination will not be 
a condition of volunteering. Maintaining up-to-date vaccination 
against COVID-19 will, however, continue to be strongly encour-
aged and remains an important mitigation against severe disease.  

 

Welcome to the third edition of the 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment Tasmania (NRE 
Tas) volunteering newsletter for 

2022.   

Story and Photos provided by Sally Williams , Wild Fisheries Management Branch 
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Volunteers in action 

Utas students volunteer as 
part of O week 

  

On Friday 8 July, 20 students from the University of 
Tasmania (Utas) Launceston campus volunteered 
at the Tamar Island Wetlands Reserve assisting 
with weed removal. This volunteering event was 
part of the O week program providing newly arrived 
national and international students with an oppor-
tunity to network within the community. 

The students, supported by PWS staff and volun-

teers and Utas staff, walked out to Tamar Island, 

learning about the wetland’s ecology, geology, and 

cultural history along the way.  

Some of the students had been in Tasmania for 

less than a week, and had travelled from countries 

as far as India, Pakistan and Malaysia to continue 

their studies in Tasmania. They were very eager to 

learn about the local area and fauna and flora.  

Story and Photo: Ambalika Travica 
A/Regional Volunteer Facilitator  

 

Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) 

The Friends of Tamar Island Wetlands Reserve  

Once on Tamar Island, the students were shown how to re-
move blackberries (declared weeds under the Tasmani-
an Weed Management Act 1999) using the cutting and pasting 
method. Many of the students had not had any experience 
with weed removal or seen blackberries in the past and braved 
the very prickly canes. 

An area of approximately 20 square metres was targeted and 

completed by the students. This work will greatly assist the 

Friends of Tamar Island Wetlands Reserve with their project to 

remove blackberries and revegetate areas within Tamar Is-

land. 

Thank you to the Tamar Field Centre staff, Ann Hamilton - 
President - Friends of Tamar Island Wetlands Reserve and 
Utas staff for their support to ensure that this event ran 
smoothly and was a mutually beneficial opportunity for all in-
volved.  
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Volunteers in action 

Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) 

An update and a masterpiece from Volunteers at Quarantine Station 

“We’re gradually learning about the history.  We did a marine debris survey down at Shelter Cove yesterday 

and were excited to see a seal splashing about on the other side of the Cove. 

 

The wood fire is great and I love my hot water bottle at night. 

 

Paul was delighted to see a beautiful fawn quoll on the road leading up to the gate this morning.  It was criss-

crossing the road towards him, probably following a scent.  He stood still and it was only about two metres 

away when it realised he was there.  It moved in to the bush and stood up looking at him.  

 

Attached is a photo of a large watercolour I finished on Saturday, incorporating Tasmanian Native Hens.  It’s 

on cotton paper and is about  56 x 76 cm.  I’m working on a small oil painting of Quarantine Bay today.” 

Lyn and Paul, Volunteers at Quarantine Station  
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Volunteers in action 

Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) 

Notley Fern Gorge and Gravelly Beach 

Get Outside with the Women’s Friendship Group 

 

The Get Outside with the Women’s Friendship Group participants, volunteers and PWS staff were thrilled to be out 
and about for the first outing of 2022! After an ominous start to the day with heavy rain, 21 participants along with 
PWS volunteers and staff headed off on an adventure with a walk through Notley Fern Gorge and a picnic lunch at 
Gravelly Beach. After all, what better time to walk through the beautiful rainforest at Notley, then after some rain!  

The participants were from both the Afghani and Bhutanese communities. With 10 participants newly settled in Tas-
mania, arriving only three weeks before the trip. For many this trip was the first trip outside of Launceston! Discovery 
Ranger John Bowden, volunteers Sophie and Jenny and trip leader Amber met the bus at Notley Fern Gorge carpark 
where John guided a walk through the gorge for the participants  

Before the walk commenced, the participants stand in a circle and introduce themselves and where they are from. 
This is a great ice breaker and a way to learn each other’s names and gauge everyone’s English ability. We were 
lucky on this trip to have Orizo( pictured above in a white beanie and white scarf with her children either side of her) 
join us with her two children. Orizo was able to assist translate in Farsi (Persian), and this was invaluable for the 
newly settled Tasmanians learning English. 

The spectacular scenery and range of fungi was the highlight of the trip, along with John and Sophie’s re-enactment 
of a ‘robbery’ at Brady’s tree where John recited the story of the infamous Mathew Brady and his antics.  

Ambalika Travica 
A/Regional Volunteer Facilitator  
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Volunteers in action 

Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) 

Notley Fern Gorge and Gravelly Beach—Continued 

Get Outside with the Women’s Friendship Group —Continued 

After the walk, the bus headed down to Gravelly Beach for a pic-
nic lunch and a well-deserved hot drink. The children played with 
the soccer ball and frisbees that John had brought along and 
everyone enjoyed walking along kanamaluka/Tamar estuary at 
Gravelly Beach. 

The trip back to Launceston returned via the Batman Bridge and 
the East Tamar Hwy.  

Thanks to Robyn and Ros from the Women’s Friendship group 
for recruiting the participants. It was wonderful to have a full bus.  

Thanks also to our bus driver Lindsay, Ranger John, and of 
course our volunteers Jenny and Sophie.  

Thank you Sophie for the photos as well.. 
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Volunteers in action 

Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 

Thursday Growing Group 

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens’ nursery growing groups have just returned after a break of several 
months, in a new set-up adapted to provide greater Covid-safety. Instead of working in the enclosed space of the 
nursery the groups now meet in one of the Gardens’ large glasshouses, and in smaller numbers over a rotating 
roster, so that social distancing can be enabled. These groups assist in the propagation and potting of plants that 
are displayed in the Gardens’ collections and sold via the site’s retail spaces. Their work is also key in contributing 
to the RTBG’s annual fund-raising event – the Tomato Plant Sale, held each October. Each year the groups raise 
a large volume of heirloom tomato plants from seed, under the supervision of horticulturist Margot White. The 
nursery groups have been operating since 2006 and include some of the Gardens’ longest standing volunteers, 
many of whom have been giving their time to the Gardens since the groups began. The Gardens are fortunate to 
benefit from such dedication and are happy to welcome the groups back. 

 

 

Story and Photo provided by Esther Beecroft, Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 
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Nicole Clutterbuck, Eileen Maskrey and Graeme Thompson  

Volunteers in action 

Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 

National Volunteers Week 

Story and Photo provided by Esther Beecroft, Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens celebrated National Volunteer Week by inviting the Gardens’ volunteers to 
morning tea in the Pod and Food Garden, catered by Succulent Restaurant. This was a wonderful opportunity to 
acknowledge the achievements and activities of the past year. Since 1 July 2021, RTBG’s visitor services volunteers 
have greeted over 370,000 visitors as they came through the gates, providing a friendly welcome and directions. 
Nursery volunteers raised thousands of tomato plants from seed, contributing to the biggest Tomato Sale in the Gar-
dens’ history. Begonia group volunteers grew 800 begonia plants, including 65 different cultivars. Seed Bank and 
Food Garden volunteers continued their steady dedication to maintaining these key areas of the Gardens, and in so 
doing supported important conservation work and provided food relief to Hobartians in need. The highlight of the 
morning tea was the launch of a new series of Tourism Australia promotional photos featuring our volunteers in ac-
tion as buggy drivers and guides, and others starring as actors playing the part of tourists. Thank you to these folk 
for generously donating some extra time out of the normal course of duty to help boost the commercial activities of 
the Gardens.  
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Volunteers in action 

Save the Tasmanian Devil Program  

An update from volunteers who helped out on a recent trapping trip with the STDP 

“Recently we were lucky enough to join Stewart in the central plateau region of Bronte Park to complete this 
years annual Tasmanian Devil monitoring field trip. What an epic trip it was, we trapped 23 individual Devils 
and 1 Spotted Quoll, with plenty more recaptures. This was one of our most favourite National Park volunteer 
positions yet! An amazing opportunity to get up close and personal, learning all about these incredible marsupi-
als and their Tasmanian environment all while contributing invaluable data to the Save the Tasmanian Devil 

Program. A total bonus was getting to watch eagles riding the 
thermal currents while doing Where?Where?Wedgie? Surveys. 
Thanks guys, an experience we will never forget!” 

Shell and Luke, STDP Volunteers 
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Volunteering opportunities 

Volunteer positions to monitor the wild 
population of the critically endangered Or-

ange-bellied Parrot (OBP) 

NRE Tas is calling for Expressions of Interest for volun-
teer positions to monitor the wild population of the criti-
cally endangered Orange-bellied Parrot (OBP) at Mela-
leuca, Tasmania, between September 2022 and Janu-
ary 2023.  

Volunteer Campground Caretakers for 
Mount Field  

The Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service is calling for 
Expressions of Interest for Volunteer Campground Care-
takers for Mount Field between December 2022 and 
May 2023.  

Volunteer Caretaker Program at Deal Is-
land, Tasmania  

Expressions of Interest for Parks and Wildlife Service 
(PWS) Volunteer Caretakers to be stationed at Deal Is-
land for 3-month placements, between June 2023 and 

December 2024.  

Volunteer Waterfall Valley Hut Caretaker 
Program at Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair 

National Park  

Expressions of Interest for the Parks and Wildlife Ser-

vice (PWS) Volunteer Caretakers to be stationed at 

Waterfall Valley Hut, for 1- or 2-week placements. 

Between 1 December 2021 to 13 April 2022. 

 

 

 

Current vacancies and expression 

of interest can be found on the NRE 

Tas website 
 

Volunteering with Us | Department of Natural Re-

sources and Environment Tasmania 

(nre.tas.gov.au)  

 

Thank you to each and every volunteer for your  

extraordinary contributions.   

Key contacts     Area                  Email  

Amber Travica    PWS Northern Region         ambalika.travica@parks.tas.gov.au. 

Jenna Huisman   PWS North West Region        jenna.huisman@parks.tas.gov.au. 

Kat Cullen      PWS Southern Region         katrina.cullen@parks.tas.gov.au. 

Travis Preece     Fishcare                travis.preece@nre.tas.gov.au. 

Sandra Kellett    Environment, Heritage and Land    sandra.kellett@nre.tas.gov.au. 

Esther Beecroft    Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens  esther.beecroft@rtbg.tas.gov.au. 

If you have any questions, queries or comments about volunteering for NRE Tas or you’d like to contribute to our 

next NRE TAS Volunteer News please contact us via this email: Volunteering@nre.tas.gov.au.  

Key contacts 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/about-the-department/volunteering/get-involved#Currentvacanciesandexpressionsofinterest%3Cbr%3E
https://nre.tas.gov.au/about-the-department/volunteering/get-involved#Currentvacanciesandexpressionsofinterest%3Cbr%3E
https://nre.tas.gov.au/about-the-department/volunteering/get-involved#Currentvacanciesandexpressionsofinterest%3Cbr%3E
mailto:volunteering@nre.tas.gov.au

