Response to Draft Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan for
Tasmania's land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) sector

This submission has been developed by and reflects the views of volunteers of the North-West
Tasmania local group of Parents for Climate. We are one of many local Parents for Climate groups
across Australia. Parents for Climate is a climate advocacy organisation for parents, carers, families
from across Australia, with a vision of striving to ensure we have a safe climate for our kids to thrive.

We would like to acknowledge that it has been a huge undertaking digesting, comprehending and
responding to four separate and interrelated Tasmanian Draft Emissions Reductions and Resilience
Plans at the same time, as volunteers and working parents, especially in the middle of the school
holidays. These plans are important to the entire Tasmanian community, and we feel significantly
disadvantaged in only being invited to have input once the draft has already been developed with
industry representatives.
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Overall reflections on the LULUCF plan:

Although some great emissions reduction and resilience initiatives have been identified, the Draft
LULUC Emission Reduction and Resilience Plan lacks clarity. It is hard to grasp what the scope, scale,
timeline, and levers for action are for the current proposed actions. The Current action, Pathway
forward and Future opportunities are poorly defined, so it is hard to comprehend how these actions
are proposed to meet the plans objectives. The actions in the plan need to specific, measurable,
achievable, relevant, and time-bound so we can reflect on the effectiveness of the proposed plan
actions.

We need greater clarity on how the multiple Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plans overlap and
interact. It appears that some actions cross over multiple ERR Plans but they may be worded slightly
differently or in a different context so it is therefore difficult to understand how they interact.

We cannot continue to rely on the LULUCF sector to ‘net out’ the emissions from other sectors. This
sector is under serious threat from the impact of climate change. Tasmania needs to take urgent
action to reduce emissions across all sectors, not rely on our LULUCF offset.

To meet the urgency of the climate crisis and in line with the science, Tasmania’s emissions reduction
target should be decoupled from a net-value. Each Emission Reduction and Resilience Plan should
have a sector based absolute emissions reduction target. It is important that we have firm targets
linked to key emissions areas, so we have clarity on the steps needed to drive emission reduction.

Response to the consultation questions:

1. What future opportunities (outlined in this draft Plan) do you think will have
the most impact?

We support farm forestry, it is a sensible way to grow plantations, with benefits to farms. It also
reduces the risk of bushfires compared to large scale plantations.

We are very wary of the proposed expansion of biomass for energy in Tasmania due to the high risk
of negative impacts. Biomass sources such as agriculture and plantation residues are limited. It is
highly likely that gaps in biomass feedstock may be filled with low quality woodchip and exacerbate
native forest logging. Our group sees this as an unacceptable risk. The best climate solution is to
leave forests standing, so carbon is stored.

2. Are there any priorities or future opportunities missing from this draft Plan?

The 2024 Tasmanian State of Environment Report identified that Tasmania’s native vegetation extent
decreased by at least 3% and became considerably more fragmented between 2009 and 2020. It also
highlights native forest logging as one of the main pressures on our greenhouse gas emissions.

When forests are logged, there is an immediate release of emissions. If we regrow these forests it
will take decades, or even centuries for those emissions to be recaptured by regrowing trees. We
need to prioritise the preservation of our native forests, as carbon sinks and as precious biodiverse
ecosystems.

The State of the Environment report, recommended (Recommendation 9) that Tasmanian implement
measures to end illegal vegetation clearance, which is urgently needed and should be articulated in
this plan. The Tasmanian Government should also prioritise the protection of intact native forest as



carbon and biodiversity reserves over forestry operations, especially as our forest are under
increasing pressure due to our warming climate and associated pests and diseases, bushfires and
heat stress. It is absurd that further protection of native forests is not included in this plan. NW Tas.
Parents for Climate group are seeking the addition of a specific action for the protection of native
forests.

3. How can we collaborate to reduce emissions and build resilience in the
LULUCEF sector

We need greater inclusion from the broader community and interest groups in the development of
these ERRPs from the beginning. NW Tas. Parents for Climate group ask that the Climate Change Act
is amended to give the broader Tasmanian community the same opportunity that business and
industry have in formulating the ERRPs. This amendment reduces the risk of climate mitigation being
industry driven rather than science driven.

As it stands, the Climate Change (State Action) Act (2008) legislates that business and industry must
be consulted in developing the sector based ERRPs, while the broader community (like scientists,
community groups, etc.) is excluded. This means that Government action on climate change is
strongly influenced by those causing the pollution in the first place.

Amending the Act to include the broader community means emission reduction and resilience
projects are more likely to follow a science-based approach and meet community expectations.
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