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Clarence Climate Action Submission on Tasmanian LULUCF ERRP

Clarence Climate Action is a grassroots community climate group dedicated to pursuing
meaningful and effective climate action within our local government area in Tasmania. Our
organisation is made up of passionate volunteers who are working towards positive climate
solutions. Together we can make a better future.

Our response to the Tasmanian LULUCF Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plan (ERRP):

Science-Backed Approach

The draft LULUCF ERRP contradicts the science-based guiding principle described in the
Tasmanian Climate Change Action Plan. Instead of being grounded in scientific evidence,
the proposed actions appear to be primarily driven by the forestry industry. This deviation
from a science-based approach is particularly disappointing given the emphasis placed on it
in the Climate Change Action Plan. The lack of a robust scientific foundation in the ERRP,
including a reference to the critical global warming target of less than 1.5°C, raises concerns
about the adequacy of its actions to contribute to climate mitigation efforts in Tasmania.

Recommendation: Update the Climate Change Act to ensure an independent,
science-backed approach is central to all state-driven climate action.

Community Involvement

The current Climate Change Act requires consultation with business and industry groups in
the development of the ERRPs. This excludes the vast majority of the Tasmanian
community. This imbalance undermines the credibility of the process and limits the potential
for wide community support and community-driven actions.

Recommendation: Changes need to be made to the Climate Change Act to include
community participation in ERRP development.

Emission Scopes

The current focus on Scope 1 emissions alone provides an incomplete picture of Tasmania's
overall contribution to climate change. It is essential to expand the remit of climate action to
include Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions, which represent indirect emissions from the
electricity grid and supply chains, respectively.



Recommendation: Improve emission transparency by including Scope 2 and Scope 3
emissions in climate change reporting and planning.

Ending Native Forest Logging

In our other submissions (on Energy, IPPU and Agriculture) we have proposed setting
sector-specific emissions reduction targets, however a more appropriate ask for the LULUCF
ERRP is to request an end to native forest logging.

The carbon emissions generated from native forest logging are Tasmania’s largest source of
emissions’, yet the draft plan doesn’t discuss this in any detail. The reduction in logging
since 2012 has allowed Tasmania to claim to be “net-zero” as emissions sequestered by the
LULUCEF sector have been enough to offset all other sectoral emissions combined.

Recommendation: End native logging in Tasmania now.

Reporting LULUCF Emissions

Only net emissions are reported for LULUCF - in other words, the emissions after
sequestration from the sector is accounted for. This method hides the total greenhouse gas
emissions from the sector. Instead, LULUCF emissions and sequestration should be
reported separately, so the public gets a better understanding of the scale of emissions from
this sector.

Recommendation: Record and report LULUCF emissions and sequestration separately.

Benefits of Agro-Forestry

Agro-forestry offers excellent benefits, including increased sequestration and reduced fire
risk. The state should look to expand its support for agro-forestry in the revised plan.

Recommendation: The state should support increased agro-forestry in the revised plan.

Bioenergy Worries

We have concerns that exploring the use of bioenergy could have negative impacts on our
native forests. The Tree Projects recently released a report critical of the use of biomass for
the creation of e-fuels?. Instead, we should be looking to protect Tasmanian native forests.

Recommendation: Bioenergy should not be included in the revised plan.

LULUCF Shouldn’t Negate Other Action

Tasmania heavily relies on the sequestration power of the LULUCF sector to claim progress
on emissions reduction. However, increased bushfire risk and drought can significantly
impact the sector’s ability to sequester carbon. Instead of relying on LULUCF, the
government needs to do more to make genuine emissions reductions in other sectors.

Recommendation: We need to see real reductions in emissions in other sectors.
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