
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Climate Action Hobart 
To: Climate Change 
Subject: ERRP Sumission from Climate Action Hobart 
Date: Friday, 11 October 2024 3:44:14 PM 

Climate Action Hobart is a volunteer, grassroots climate action group formed to 
promote community involvement in achieving strong climate policy and action in 
Tasmania. 

To enhance the Tasmanian Government’s ERRP for the Land Use, Land Use Change, and 
Forestry (LULUCF) sector, we strongly recommend the following: 

1. End Native Forest Logging The most immediate and impactful action 
Tasmania can take to reduce emissions is to end native forest logging. 
This sector is the largest emitter in the state. Logging, particularly of 
native and mature forests, releases substantial amounts of stored carbon, 
which would take decades or centuries to be reabsorbed by regrowth. 
Ceasing native forest logging will prevent these emissions and ensure 
Tasmania’s forests continue to serve as a vital carbon sink. 

2. Reevaluate Forestry’s Role in Climate Solutions The RECFIT 'State 
of Play' report’s portrayal of forestry as part of Tasmania's climate 
solution is misleading, considering that forestry is the state's highest-
emitting sector. It is essential that the government reexamines the real 
impact of forestry on emissions and adjusts its policies accordingly. 

3. Forests Should Not Be Used as a Carbon Offset Relying on forests as 
a carbon offset is not a valid approach to emissions reduction. This 
constitutes false accounting, as forests cannot compensate for 
insufficient reductions in other sectors. Protecting our forests should be 
an essential part of climate action, not a loophole for inaction elsewhere. 

4. Reject Biomass as a Renewable Energy Source The ERRP’s 
suggestion of biomass as a renewable option is not viable. The biomass 
sources cited, such as agricultural and plantation residues are 
insufficient, which could lead to the exploitation of native forests to 
meet demand. This approach is counterproductive, as preserving forests 
is the most effective emissions reduction strategy. 

5. Prioritize Forest Protection in Climate Resilience Climate change is 
making forests more vulnerable to bushfires, heatwaves, and drought. 
The ERRP should prioritize stronger protections for native forests, 
acknowledging that their future carbon storage potential is under threat. 
These protections should focus on preventing forest degradation and 
improving resilience to climate impacts. 

6. Implement Sector-Specific Emissions/Sequestration ReportingThe 
current practice of net reporting for emissions across all sectors lacks 
transparency.  Within forestry in particular there should be separate 
reporting of emissions and sequestration for the forestry sub-sectors, 
particularly native forest logging and plantation forestry on both public 
and private land. This data should be publicly available, with 
transparent methodologies for its collection and reporting, to allow 
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better tracking of Tasmania’s climate progress. 

Thank you for the opportunity to lodge this submission. By adopting these 
recommendations, the ERRP can become an effective framework for reducing 
emissions in Tasmania while protecting its invaluable natural carbon sinks. 

Regards, 
Susan Austin Convener 

Climate Action Hobart 


