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Standardised Marine Farming Management Controls 

The following provides a quick reference for answers to questions about 
the proposed DRAFT Standardised Marine Farming Management 
Controls.  

What is the purpose of the Standardised Marine Farming 
Management Controls? 
 

The Department has prepared the DRAFT Standardised Marine Farming Management Controls 
(‘Standardised Controls’) as a component of the Aquaculture Standards. The DRAFT Standardised 
Controls are intended as a uniform and contemporary set of management controls to replace the 
current management controls. 

The DRAFT Standardised Controls primarily:  
• remove anomalies between the management controls in the various plans; and 
• update management controls in older plans with contemporary controls. 

They are intended to provide:  
• consistency for the aquaculture industry across all plans, where operators can work in 

accordance with the same controls across all areas; 
• greater efficiency in regulation, where the Department can regulate to a uniform 

management framework; 
• more effective stakeholder engagement about regulation of marine farming; and 
• continuous improvement by ensuring that all plans apply management controls that are 

consistent with contemporary management practices.  

It is intended that these controls will apply to all marine farming activities in Tasmanian State 
waters, including farming of finfish, shellfish and seaweeds.    

The DRAFT Standardised Controls have also been designed to be compatible with the draft 
Biosecurity Program: Tasmanian Salmonid Industry and proposed Environmental Standard.  
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How do the Standardised Controls improve the current 
management framework?  
Marine farming in Tasmanian State waters is controlled by Marine Farming Development Plans 
(‘Plans’). These Plans contain management controls which apply to marine farming leaseholders 
and operators and which manage and mitigate negative effects marine farming operations may have 
within the Plan area.  

Many of the older Plans, which were implemented in the late 1990s and early 2000s, have 
management controls which are inconsistent with these newer Plans. While these management 
controls in older Plans remain effective in managing and mitigating effects of marine farming 
activities, their dissimilarity with new controls has been identified as confusing for operators, many 
of whom conduct marine farming activities in multiple Plans and must navigate mismatching sets of 
controls.   
The Standardised Controls are designed to clarify the obligations of lessees of marine farming 
leases, improve accessibility and effectiveness of the management of marine farming, in 
combination with the development of other aquaculture standards.  

How do the Standardised Controls work with different Plans? 
Plans may differ in what species they authorise. Some Plans only set out marine farming zones for 
shellfish farming, some authorise both shellfish and finfish, while some only allocate zones for 
finfish farming. Controls specific to the farming of certain species (for example, stocking capacities 
for finfish) have not been changed in the DRAFT Standardised Controls.   

Similarly, some Plans have special management controls which apply only within the individual Plan 
or to a particular marine farming zones. Special management controls are also out of scope of this 
standard. These special controls will continue to remain in existing Plans and operate in parallel 
with the Standardised Controls. 

Does this Standardised Controls change any requirements of 
current marine farming licence holders? 
The Standardised Controls will not substantially change any obligation or right of marine farming 
licence holders, and will not impact on any marine farming licences which have been issued.  

Will the Standardised Controls create more leasable space for 
marine farming?  
No. The Standardised Controls do not create any new Plan or zone in which a new marine 
farming lease could be designated. They also do not approve the creation, transfer, variation or 
subdivision of any marine farming leases in any existing zone, or designate any new area as suitable 
for any marine farming activity.  
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Will the Standardised Controls change stocking densities of 
finfish?  
No. The Standardised Controls will not change the stocking density limits for finfish, shellfish, 
seaweed or any farmed species within a current marine farming zone.  

How are the Standardised Controls being implemented?  
The DRAFT Standardised Controls have been released for public comment. Once the 
Standardised Controls are finalised, the Government intends to progress amendments to all 
14 Plans to incorporate the Standardised Controls. These amendments will follow the process set 
out in the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995.  

A full list of finalised Standardised Controls will also be made available on the Department website.  

How can the Standardised Controls be updated?  
Finalised Standardised Controls will be made available on the Department website, and so will be 
easily accessible to stakeholders across all Plans. Any future changes to controls to reflect changes 
in management practices, or to address issues that arise, can be made to these finalised 
Standardised Controls and may be applied to Plans.  

Will the standard apply to Commonwealth waters? 
No. Currently only Marine Aquaculture Research Activities in adjacent Commonwealth waters 
could be permitted under Tasmanian fisheries legislation, i.e. the Living Marine Resources 
Management Act 1995. Such research can only be for fixed-term, limited-scale activities and in a 
defined research area. 

To pursue the National Aquaculture Strategy (2017), the Australian and Tasmanian Governments 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 2021 agreeing to cooperate to enable and 
facilitate marine aquaculture in Commonwealth waters adjoining Tasmanian State Waters, 
managed under Tasmanian fisheries and aquaculture legislation. The MoU sets out the joint 
intention to facilitate a “fisheries management arrangement” under Commonwealth and State 
fisheries legislation to enable marine aquaculture research by the Blue Economy Cooperative 
Research Centre (Blue Economy CRC). Once such an arrangement is in place, suitable institutions 
could apply for a permit(s) under section 12 of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 
for marine farming of fish for research purposes pursuant to an arrangement under section 161 of 
the Act.  

Over the longer term, legislative, policy and administrative arrangements would need to be 
developed and agreed between the Australian and Tasmanian Governments before commercial 
scale aquaculture could occur in Commonwealth waters relevant to Tasmania. 
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How do I have my say?  
 
You can make submissions on the DRAFT Standardised Controls through the NRE website: 
nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculturestandards. 
 

http://nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculturestandards
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