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Questions and Answers 

The following provides a quick reference for questions and answers related to the  

Discussion Paper: Towards a 10-Year Salmon Plan.  

What is the purpose of the Discussion Paper? 

The Discussion Paper outlines strategic drivers for the aquaculture sector, including Tasmanian 

salmon, proposed policy outcomes Government could seek to enable a sustainable, resilient and 

innovative industry, and presents a range of focus areas for consideration. We want to hear your 

views to help inform a draft 10-Year Salmon Plan. 

How can I make a submission? 

To make a submission visit www.nre.tas.gov.au/salmonplan.  

When will the moratorium in the first principle cease? 

The 12-month moratorium of ‘No net increase in leased farming areas in Tasmanian waters’ was 

introduced in September 2021 and will cease September 2022.   

What will happen between the moratorium ceasing and the 

commencement of the new 10-Year Salmon Plan? 

The first principle of the 10-Year Salmon Plan, in relation to no net increase in total leasable area 

for finfish farming will still apply, as will the remaining three principles, until the new Plan is finalised 

and takes effect.  It is expected to commence in January 2023. 

What is the meaning of offshore in principle 2? 

The principle guiding the development of the 10-Year Salmon Plan states that new research and 

innovation programs will be developed to support salmon farming further offshore in deep 

waters. Beyond three nautical miles in Commonwealth waters is, for example, clearly offshore. In 

some areas, such as Storm Bay, sites closer to shore are also deeper more exposed sites subject to 

higher wave energy. An arbitrary distance ‘further offshore’ has not been set as it is dependent on 

the environmental context.  Existing Tasmanian salmonid farms are predominantly located in 

sheltered coastal waters, however there are a number of leases that are in locations further from 

the coastline. 

 

http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/salmonplan
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When and how will the Government respond to the recommendations of 

the Legislative Council inquiry into finfish farming? 

On 19 September 2019, the Legislative Council Government Administration Committee (the 

Committee) resolved that an Inquiry (the Inquiry) be established to inquire into and report upon 

the planning, assessment, operation, and regulation of finfish farming in Tasmania. The Final Report1, 

released by the Committee on 24 May 2022, outlines 68 recommendations. The considerable time, 

effort, and work of the Legislative Council members of the Inquiry is acknowledged, as well as the 

hundreds of community and industry submissions.  

During the period since the Inquiry began and called for submissions, there has been progress made 
by Government and industry on a range of matters under the framework of the current Sustainable 

Industry Growth Plan for the Salmon Industry 2017 – 2022. The new 10-Year Salmon Plan, that is being 

developed with many community engagement opportunities, provides the context and opportunity 

for continuous improvement to address many of the recommendations from the Inquiry, and indeed 

many additional matters.  

At the time of releasing this Discussion Paper, the Government is considering its formal response 

to the Committee’s recommendations.  

Is the Government’s policy on the east coast still in place and will it change? 

And does this apply for Commonwealth waters off the east-coast? 

The Government has in 2020 stated that it would not allow additional fish farms (in State waters) 

on the East Coast, inclusive of the area between Tasman Island and Cape Portland. This included 

not converting existing East Coast shellfish and seaweed leases to finfish farming. This policy position 

on finfish remains unchanged. 

Areas for Finfish farming in Commonwealth waters off the east coast is a matter for the 

Commonwealth.  Currently there is only one small area in Bass Strait where the marine farming of 

fish for research purposes can be carried out and managed in accordance with the laws of Tasmania. 

This offshore (Commonwealth waters) aquaculture area is limited to the terms of the fisheries 

arrangement executed by the Commonwealth and State Governments in April 2022 enabling limited 

scale marine aquaculture research in a defined research area of Commonwealth waters.  

The two Governments have also entered a Memorandum of Understanding to support the 

implementation of the fisheries arrangement and specifically how the Governments intend to 

manage, support and facilitate a research trial in that specific area of Bass Strait for a maximum of 

three years research.  The area in Bass Strait, identified in the fisheries arrangement, was determined 

by the Commonwealth following a period of public consultation. 

 

1 Legislative Council Government Administration Committee "A" Report on Finfish Farming in Tasmania 2022 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/ctee/Council/Reports/inq.finfish.rep.20220519.FINALREPORT.jm.001.pdf
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What measures have been implemented to progress the independence of 

the Environment Protection Authority?  

The EPA was established as a stand-alone State Authority on 1 December 2021. The creation of the 

new Agency required appointment of a Head of Agency. The Premier appointed Mr Wes Ford as 

CEO on 1 December 2021, a role Mr Ford holds in conjunction with his continuing statutory 

appointment as Director, EPA. 

The Government has provided an additional $2 million per annum to allow an additional 16 staff to 

be appointed across key areas of the EPA, including the Director Finfish Compliance and another 

Regulatory Officer in the finfish team. The Government is providing a further $0.5 million per annum 

to allow the EPA to relocate to its own premises in Hobart. 

Furthermore, the Government recently released for consultation proposed legislative amendments 

covering the following four areas: 

1. Strengthening the independence of the EPA.  

2. Powers for the Director, EPA to make monitoring information available to the public.  

3. Processes for making Environmental Standards to manage activities that may affect the State’s 

natural environment.  

4. A process for making Technical Standards to help implement environmental standards, State 

Policies, Environment Protection Policies or National Environmental Protection Measures. 

The consultation period has now closed. Following consideration of submissions received, 

amendments will be introduced to Parliament in the second half of 2022. 

When will the proposed Aquaculture Standards, consulted on recently, be 

finalised? 

The proposed Aquaculture Standards relating to biosecurity, environmental management and 

marine farming management controls were released for consultation in parallel. They do not require 

the new Salmon Plan to take effect and are subject to different processes to finalise.  Refer to Figure 

1 below – key steps flow chart for the draft Aquaculture Standards. 

Is the Government considering bringing in more standards? 

The Government will, as part of its continuous improvement approach, continue to build on existing 

regulatory requirements for our sustainable industry, and voluntary measures undertaken by the 

industry.  The introduction of additional standards may be considered in the development of the 

10-Year Salmon Plan.    

Will you publish my submission on this Discussion Paper? 

Submissions may be published in accordance with the Tasmanian Government’s Public Submissions 

Policy. 

After the submission period closes, the Department will prepare a report containing a response 

from the Department in relation to any major issue raised in each submission. 

https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/People_Performance_and_Governance/government_services/public_submissions_policy
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/People_Performance_and_Governance/government_services/public_submissions_policy
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What are the next steps? 

The Department will review all submissions to the Discussion Paper after close of the comment 

period on 24 August 2022 and consider feedback in the development of the draft 10-Year Salmon 

Plan. The draft 10-Year Salmon Plan will be released in Q3 2022 for public comment and the 

consultation period will be supported by in-person consultation forums.  The final 10-Year Salmon 

Plan will be released in Q4 2022 and come into effect in January 2023. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Key steps flow chart for finalisation of the draft Aquaculture Standards. 


