Assessed by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania under the Right to Information Act 2009

SUBJECT:

RTI 033 OF 2021-22 – HELICOPTER FLIGHT TO HALLS ISLAND

This information and response to the questions detailed below is offered proactively and details the
flight conducted by the Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) on 13 March 2019. This information is
provided in response to a request from
.
Questions:
1. Information relating to the stated purpose or purposes for which the flight was arranged.
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The summer fire season of 2018-19 resulted in significant concerns regarding the extent of
impact to the natural and cultural values of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area
(TWWHA). In particular, concerns were raised by several individuals and organisat ons
regarding the impact of the fires on tall trees (Eucalyptus regnans) in the Floren ine Valley,
and erosive impacts to dunettes in the Central Plateau caused by the Great Pine Tier fire.
(Refer Images B and C)

EL
EA

SE

The flight was commissioned to enable key staff of the PWS to understand the extent of the
active fire-grounds and to be informed as to the success of suppression activities at both
locations, noting that fires were still burning at the time of th flight. (Refer Image A – flight
path). Key staff relevant to this work included the Deputy Secretary of the PWS; and the
Director of the PWS fire management section.
At the same time, the PWS was aware that concerns had been raised in relation to the flight
path of two standing camp proposals in the TWWHA; those being the Halls Island (Lake
Malbena) proposal, and the Wilderness Puffer Pods at Wild Dog Creek in the Walls of
Jerusalem National Park.
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The PWS flight incorporated inspe tions of both sites (Lake Malbena and Wild Dog Creek) to
inform any additional Reserve Activity Assessment (RAA) considerations relating to the
proposals.
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2. Information on how the flight was arranged and paid for.
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The PWS rout nely u ilises helicopters to undertake flights to inform decision-making
processes in relation to any potential impacts to natural and cultural values.
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The flight was approved by the then Director of National Parks and Wildlife (the Secretary of
DPIPWE), Dr John Whittington, in accordance with Regulations 26 and 28 of the National
Parks and Reserved Land Regulations 2009.
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Given the need to refuel at Derwent Bridge, Wild Drake representatives were invited to
attend part of the flight (an eight minute return flight from Derwent Bridge to Lake Malbena)
to provide information to the staff from the PWS in relation to flight paths; altitude; descent
and landing location details; along with location information pertaining to the standing camp
pods. Each pod site was inspected and measured during the trip.
Incorporating the consultation with Wild Drake as part of the routine operational flight was
appropriate and necessary to fully inform the RAA assessment process.
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3. If there were purposes for the flight other than those related to the Halls Island development,
any information relating to those other purposes, and whether the other objectives were
achieved.
As detailed above, the primary purpose of the flight was to inspect the extent of the 2018-19
summer fire season fire-grounds, and the success of suppression activities in the Florentine
Valley and Great Pine Tier. (Refer images B and C).
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The flight leg from Derwent Bridge to Halls Island informed the PWS Wilderness Quality
Assessment for the proposal, prepared by the Landscape Programs branch. This assessment
has been provided to the Commonwealth Government in accordance with the
requirements under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.
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4. The names of the other passengers of the flight, and their positions if they were State
Government employees.
Pilot;

•

Mr Jason Jacobi – Deputy Secretary, PWS;

•

Mr Mark Bryce – Director Landscape Programs (Fire Management), PWS;

•

Ms Alice Holeywell-Jones – Advisor to the Pr mier and Minister for Parks, the
Hon Will Hodgman; and

•

Daniel and Simone Hackett, Wild Drake (in attendance for an eight minute return
flight only from Derwent Br dge to Lake Malbena).
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5. Whether Alice Holeywell-Jones was on the flight, and whether she was participating in her
capacity as Senior Adviser to the Premier of Tasmania.
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Ms Holeywell-Jones attended the flight in her capacity as Senior Adviser to the Minister for
Parks. The flight and trip was booked to conduct routine PWS management matters. There
was capacity on the flight to accommodate Ms Holeywell-Jones and, given the need for the
Minister to be fully briefed as to the extent of the damage of the fires, as well as to
understand the proposed Expressions of Interest at Halls Island and Wild Dog Creek, it was
opportune for Ms Holeywell-Jones to attend.
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Image A: (flight path)
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Image B: (Eucalyptus regnans mapped as impacted in 2019 fires)
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Image C: (Central Pine Tier fire extent)
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