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Freshwater is vital to Tasmania’s economy, environment and way of life. 
Availability and access to water is affected by a changing climate. 
Changes in rainfall patterns in Tasmania are increasing the frequency of 
floods and droughts.  

The recent drought and dry conditions experienced on King and Flinders Islands have 
highlighted the need for a dedicated study to understand the capacity of existing surface and 
groundwater resources on the islands.  

The Bass Strait Islands Water Security Strategies project is assessing the existing surface and 
groundwater resources on the Bass Strait Islands. The objectives of the project are to 
understand risks, opportunities and resource capacity for domestic and agricultural use. 

 

 What are we doing? 

The Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) is 
undertaking the Bass Strait Islands Water 
Security Strategies to identify options for 
improving knowledge of groundwater on 
the Bass Strait islands. The project 
involves: 

• Reviewing data and knowledge of 
surface water and groundwater 
resources on King and Flinders 
Islands. 

• Undertaking groundwater 
assessments to assess the potential 
for more groundwater use. 

• Engaging with Island communities 
and stakeholders to assess options to 
increase water security. 

• Developing groundwater strategies 
for each Island. 
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Key points 

• The Bass Strait Island communities 
and farmers rely on freshwater from 
limited, localised sources for their 
farming systems and drinking water. 

• The islands are experiencing 
changing weather patterns and the 
recent dry period has highlighted 
several risks associated with water 
shortages and security. 

• This project will increase 
understanding of the surface and 
groundwater resources on the 
islands. 

• Water Security Strategies will be 
prepared for King Island and Flinders 
Island to guide future management of 
water. 



 

 

What are the benefits? 

• Improve understanding of the islands’ 

freshwater resources and their capacity 

to provide water supply for livestock 

and household use. 

• Identify practical short, medium and 

long-term options for water storage and 

delivery to meet community needs. 

• Provide better information to enable 

State and Local Governments, 

TasWater, farmers and communities on 

the islands to make informed decisions 

about water management. 

 

 

Timeline 

The project is being delivered in two phases 

over the next two years: 

1. Information and data analysis – 

assessment of the water resource. 

2. Community consultation and strategic 

planning – consultation and 

engagement on-island with the 

community and key stakeholders. 

 

How can you be involved? 

• Participate in a survey to share 

information on your water use. 

• Attend one of our workshops (dates 

and times to be announced in 

2025). 

• Check the website or contact 

NRE Tas for further information. 

 

   

 

 
 

Agriculture and Water 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

Phone: 1300 368 550 

Email: water.enquiries@nre.tas.gov.au 

Visit: www.nre.tas.gov.au/water 

More information 
 
Learn more about this project – 

www.nre.tas.gov.au/water/groundwater/

bass-strait-islands-water-resilience-

program 
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