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Regulator Notice – 18 February 2026 
The Tasmanian Government is implementing precautionary, science-based 
measures to protect the integrity of the State’s wild fisheries and maintain confidence 
in Tasmania’s seafood markets, following the regulated use of florfenicol in salmon 
aquaculture.  

In November 2025, the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
(APVMA) approved an emergency permit for salmon producers to use 
florfenicol. Veterinary science indicates florfenicol is effective in combating P. 
salmonis. P. salmonis is a marine bacterium that causes disease in salmon. Global 
evidence confirms it is a major contributor to high mortality rates in salmon farming. 

Florfenicol Impact Monitoring and Research  
There are currently two separate, but complementary florfenicol antibiotic impact 
assessments underway.  

1. Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Environment Monitoring 
The EPA is responsible for ensuring monitoring of antibiotic residues in the 
environment is undertaken and to ensure that the use of antibiotics in finfish 
farming does not cause environmental harm. Information about the EPA’s 
Florfenicol Monitoring Program is available on the EPA website. 
 
The EPA has developed a Florfenicol Antibiotic Residue Monitoring Schedule 
that the salmon industry must comply with. The Schedule has been prepared 
through a review of scientific literature and with support from Public Health 
Services. The monitoring schedule aims to collect data on the presence and 
breakdown of florfenicol antibiotic residues in sediments, water, and wild fish.  
 

2. Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) 
Market Impacts for Non Salmon Species  
To ensure Tasmanian seafood continues to meet market requirements 
the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas) 
has engaged with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) to 

https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/management-of-therapeutants-including-antibiotics
https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/management-of-therapeutants-including-antibiotics
https://epa.tas.gov.au/
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support impact assessments of florfenicol on non-salmon species. IMAS is 
undertaking sampling of wild fisheries species including rock lobster, abalone, 
sea urchins, mussels, and periwinkles near salmon leases that have recently 
been treated with florfenicol.   

Interim Testing Results  
• IMAS have collected over 840 samples with 209 results pending.  

• 165 samples have had positive detections at very low levels the furthest 
detection at Standaway Bay (approx. 10.6 kms from sites).  

• Positive detections have been found in parts of: 

o Abalone (viscera and foot)  

o Lobsters (hepatopancreas/tomalley) 

o Bryozoans (pooled)  

o Whelk 

We have not had any detections in lobster tails, oysters, mussels or periwinkles.  

 

Detection levels  
Laboratory results have identified trace amounts of florfenicol up to 0.06 mg/kg.  

No detections have been reported (to date) in wild mussels, oysters, or rock lobster 
meat.  

Further sampling and analysis are underway to determine spatial extent, duration 
and potential mechanisms of uptake for the species.   

We are taking a precautionary approach consistent with fisheries management 
practice.  

While the levels detected are extremely low, Tasmania’s seafood industries operate 
in highly regulated domestic and international markets. Our priority is to ensure that 
the product entering supply chains continues to meet all relevant standards. 

This is why we have engaged independent scientific expertise and implemented 
targeted precautionary fisheries management measures, while further data is being 
gathered. 

Public Health Context  
Public health advice is available on the Department of Health website. The trace 
levels of florfenicol detected to date do not pose a risk to human health from eating 
seafood. 

https://www.health.tas.gov.au/advice-recreational-fishing
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Market Requirements  
Markets (domestic and overseas) maintain extremely conservative or zero tolerance 
limits for florfenicol residues in non-salmon species. A temporary 
Australian maximum residue limit (MRL) is established for florfenicol in farmed 
salmon. However, for other wild fishery species, no MRL has been established, 
meaning no residues are permitted.  

While the concentrations detected to date are extremely low and do not represent 
food safety concern, even trace detections may be inconsistent with market 
requirements.  

To ensure Tasmanian seafood continues to meet all requirements and the highest 
possible standards, NRE Tas has implemented temporary closures of selected 
commercial wild fisheries in the areas around recently treated aquaculture leases. 
These measures are precautionary and will be reviewed as additional data becomes 
available.  

The affected areas represent a limited proportion of statewide catch and production.  

 

What is being done? 
Further research is underway to determine the extent and duration of detectable 
residues and uptake pathways in wild fishery species to inform necessary 
management responses. Tasmania’s fisheries management framework is designed 
to respond promptly to emerging information and apply precautionary measures, 
where required.  

Tasmanian seafood remains safe to consume and continues to meet applicable 
domestic and international regulatory standards. Further updates will be provided as 
findings become available.  

More information on florfenicol can be found on the:  

• Fish Health web page 

• Fishing Tas website 

A live map of treatment locations is available on LISTmap. 

 

Jason Jacobi (Secretary),  

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 

Regulator Statement Issued 18 February 2026  

 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-site/Pages/Disease-Management.aspx
https://fishing.tas.gov.au/recreational-fishing/fishing-tips/safety/eating-seafood-safely/fishing-near-marine-farms-treated-with-florfenicol
https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map?bookmarkId=1201633
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What is being done? - Latest update 
In July 2026, NRE Tas removed closure restrictions for all rock lobster and 
periwinkle fishery blocks that were closed as a precaution against detections of 
florfenicol, in and around the D'Entrecasteaux Channel.  

 
NRE Tas also removed closure restrictions for four abalone fishery blocks. Some 
abalone closures remain in accordance with our precautionary approach as further 
testing occurs to provide appropriate assurance that Tasmanian seafood continues 
to meet requirements. 

 
NRE Tas applies a precautionary approach to fisheries management to ensure 
Tasmanian seafood continues to meet all relevant domestic and international 
requirements. Management decisions are made in consultation with relevant industry 
bodies, and an established monitoring program remains in place to provide 
assurance that these measures are effective. 

 


	Regulator Notice – 18 February 2026
	Florfenicol Impact Monitoring and Research ​
	Interim Testing Results ​
	Detection levels ​​
	Public Health Context

	​Market Requirements ​​
	What is being done?
	What is being done? ​​- Latest update



