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Welcome to this December 2020 
edition of the Running Postman.  
We are particularly pleased to bring 
you this issue as the June 2020 
edition was cancelled as a result of 
the extraordinary circumstances of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Earlier this year, before the Covid-19 
physical distancing requirements 
kicked in, Conservation Landholders 
Tasmania (CLT) held a weekend 
field day at Kettering with talks 
presented on recent funding 
programs targeting threatened 
species and vegetation communities.  
Participants then had the 
opportunity to visit and walk on 
two stunning covenanted properties 
in the local area – a great chance to 
catch up and meet other covenant 
landowners who attended.  

The stunning beetle that appears 
on the front cover of this edition 
whilst very striking is a species 
responsible for causing damage (and 
often death) to silver banksias on an 
east coast covenant.  Two experts 
share some of their knowledge of 
the “Banksia borer” and kindly offer 
to provide identification and advice 
about invertebrates you may come 
across on your land, particularly if 
you feel they are causing impact or 
damage, or just want to know what 
they are.  This issue also includes 
an article providing insight into the 
beauty, formation and importance 
of saltmarshes and factors that may 
impact on their persistence into the 
future.

Finally, there has been some 
concern expressed recently as to 

how conservation covenants sit 
within the new Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme.  I would encourage you 
to contact your local council or 
Town/Regional Planner to see if any 
proposed changes in zoning may 
have implications for your land. 

I hope you enjoy reading this 
edition and feedback is most 
welcome.  I wish you a safe and 
healthy festive season and all the 
best for the coming new year. 

Best wishes, Helen.

 Helen Crawford,  
Sect ion Head,  

Threatened Species & 
Pr ivate Land Conser vat ion

On the cover:  
Banksia borer (Cyrioides imperialis) on a banksia trunk.   

Photo: Karen Richards & Chris Spencer.  
Design and layout: Land Tasmania Design Unit, DPIPWE.
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Photos (L to R):  

Ovipositing female Cyrioides imperialis depositing eggs in bark fissure.  

Ultimate Cyrioides imperialis larva.   

Adult Cyrioides imperialis emergence hole (scale button = 10mm).   

Photos: Karen Richards & Chris Spencer.

The jewel beetle Cyrioides imperialis 
(Fabricius, 1801) is widespread 
across the Australian eastern 
region and at 30 mm is the largest 
buprestid beetle occurring in 
Tasmania.  The vernacular name 
“Banksia borer” derives from its 
reported host specificity to the 
Banksia genus.  The beetle is black 
and boldly patterned with yellow 
transverse bands and/or patches.  
This colouring, though striking, 
serves as a surprisingly effective 
camouflage amongst Banksia foliage 
and its aposematic1 warning serves 
to protect the beetle from would 
be predators.  In Tasmania adult 
C. imperialis feed solely on Banksia 
marginata foliage and are most 
active on calm sunny summer days 
from December to March when 
they cumbersomely fly between 
trees rather like slow B52 bombers.  
Mating occurs amongst the banksia 
foliage and fertilised females deposit 
their eggs in bark fissures low on 
the trunk, lignotuber or on exposed 
roots.

The deleterious effect caused by 
C. imperialis larvae on regenerating 
sapling B. marginata in the Tasmanian 
midlands has been reported from 
reserved land at Cleveland and 

more recently on B. marginata 
revegetation on a covenanted 
property at Seymour on the east 
coast.  Both studies have presented 
evidence that larval attack may 
kill a juvenile tree but also suggest 
that some more mature trees 
appear unaffected by the tunnelling 
of multiple larvae.  A project to 
investigate the long-term impact 
of the beetle on multiple B. 
marginata saplings in the Seymour 
revegetation has been established.  
Larval activity is concentrated in 
the sapwood and conductive tissue 
and the activity of a growing larva 
may have serious impact.  Multiple 
larvae are very likely to kill a young 
tree unless it is growing in optimal 
conditions and able to outgrow its 
attackers by healing the damage 
after the larvae complete the 
growth phase and pupate.  There 
are no visible cues to inform of 
larval presence and it is not until we 
see the adult emergence hole that 
we realise incursion and attack has 
ensued. 

The larvae of two longhorn 
beetles are also known to attack B. 
marginata, Tragocerus spencii (Hope, 
1834) infest the stem and cause 
sizeable stem galls not usually fatal 

to the tree and Paroplites australis 
(Erichson, 1842) which is the largest 
longhorn found in Tasmania and 
attacks senescent trees that have 
areas of decay and are approaching 
death.

This trio of beetles are widespread 
in Tasmania and have been 
recorded by the authors on several 
covenanted or otherwise reserved 
land parcels from the north coast 
to South Arm near Hobart.  If 
your property is within this range, 
it is likely that they also occur on 
your land if B. marginata is present.  
All are impressive animals and 
really pose no serious threat to 
healthy trees.  The authors would 
welcome contact from land owners 
interested in learning more about 
these beetles and signs of their 
presence, or indeed any other 
invertebrate fauna encountered by 
them on their properties.

Chr is Spencer and  
Karen Richards 

Email: spenric@gmail.com

(1 aposematic – colouration or 
markings serving to warn or repel 
predators)
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A field weekend was organised by 
Conservation Landholders Tasmania 
to celebrate a collaboration 
between Kingborough Council 
(KC), Tasmanian Land Conservancy 
(TLC), NRM South and DPIPWE.  
It included presentations and 
two inspiring visits to covenanted 
properties in the Kingborough area.  
Here are some of the highlights 
from the key presentations; 

Liz Quinn, NRM Officer with 
KC, outlined the history and 
planning that has resulted in the 
Kingborough Environmental Fund 
(KEF).  KC started using biodiversity 
offsets in 2003 as an innovative 
approach to tackling the challenge 
of balancing development needs 
whilst conserving biodiversity 
values.  The offset principles are 
ordered hierarchically from avoid, 
to minimize, to offset.  Financial 
offsets, which are the last step in 
the offsetting hierarchy, have been 
held by Council in the KEF, enabling 
contributions to grow to a level that 
allowed a more strategic application 
of the funds.  In 2018 Council 
employed a project manager for 
the expenditure of the KEF and the 
implementation plan was endorsed 
by Council in January 2019.  The 
plan allows for new tree planting 
areas on public land (recovery 
action); creates opportunities for 
conservation activities on private 
land (revegetation); and provides 
permanent security and management 
of biodiversity offsets (covenants).  

Joe Quarmby, Conservation 
Ecologist with TLC, outlined the 
partnership between KC and TLC 
to establish private land reserves as 
part of the KEF.  TLC’s role involves 
identifying and assessing potential 
properties, prioritizing potential 
covenants, and preparing covenant 
proposals.  Private properties that 
are able to contribute to achieving 
like-for-like offsets, and willing to 
place their land under covenant, are 
eligible for stewardship payments.  
These payments will cover the initial 
costs of management such as weed 
control, fencing and revegetation 
in order to address threats and 
improve the condition of the 
vegetation.  Potential properties 
were assessed using a detailed 
prioritization framework to identify 
the properties that met the desired 
vegetation communities and 
habitats.  All offset targets were able 
to be met with the top 7 ranked 
properties located in Oyster Cove, 
Lower Snug, North Bruny, and 
South Bruny.  This includes 60 ha 
of Eucalyptus amygdalina forest on 
sandstone; 580 ha of swift parrot 
habitat; and 143 ha of forty-spotted 
pardalote habitat.  In addition, forty-
spotted pardalote colonies were 
recorded in 3 properties during the 
surveys.  An unexpected outcome 
of the survey was the discovery 
of a new species of Acacia for 
Tasmania, and a new population of 
Epacris virgata.

 

Maudie Brown, Project Officer 
– Environment, with NRM 
South noted that the Swift 
Parrot (Lathamus discolour) is 
listed as critically endangered at 
international, national and state 
level.  There are less than 2000 birds 
left and they only breed in Tasmania.  
They are migratory nomads, nesting 
in different locations every year 
following the flowering patterns 
primarily of the Tasmanian blue 
gum (Eucalytus globulus) and to a 
lesser extent black gum (E ovata).  
Stringybark (E obliqua) dominated 
forests host the majority of nest 
sites with nests having very specific 
dimension.  Significantly, 82% of 
E. globulus foraging habitat and a 
large proportion of nesting habitat 
occurs on private land.  The key 
threats to the swift parrot are 
habitat alteration and loss (due to 
logging, agricultural expansion and 
urban development) and predation 
by sugar gliders (a mainland native 
that was introduced to Tasmania) 
that eat the adult female swift 
parrot, nestlings and eggs.  NRM 
South, as part of the Protecting the 
breeding population of Swift Parrots 
project, has negotiated approval 
to establish 4 new conservation 
covenants on high-value Swift 
Parrot habitat.

Gai l  Dennett  
(Chair, Conser vat ion 

Landholder s Tasmania)

Photos (L to R):  Stunning view on the Sunday covenant walk.

Peter welcoming the group to their covenant at Kettering.
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Photos (L to R):  

Native cranberry in flower Photo DPIPWE 

Eastern spinebill honeyeater.  Photo Stuart Smith.

This article was put together after 
several enquiries regarding what to 
plant in gardens to attract native 
animals.  

Nectar plants offer food to many 
different animals, but they differ 
in their attractiveness.  It is worth 
planting a range of nectar plants 
to encourage a variety of animals, 
including more unusual visitors.  
Plant height also makes a difference 
as some animals prefer to feed low 
in the canopy or at ground level. 

The spinebill is a submissive bird in 
the presence of larger honeyeaters, 
especially New Holland and 
Crescent Honeyeaters, which can 
dominate resources in tall shrubs.  
Spinebills generally forage closer 
to the ground and seek out winter 
flowers.  Common heath Epacris 
impressa is a favourite nectar source, 
but winter flowering Correa, ground 
creeping Grevillea and Astroloma 
humifusum are also favoured.  The 
autumn-winter flowering native 
cranberry Astroloma humifusum 
is more commonly visited by 
spinebills than other birds.  It is a 
handsome ground cover and not 
generally destroyed by possums or 
pademelons. 

If you are up for a challenge, try 
growing honeypots or “ants’ delight” 
Acrotriche serrulata.  Its flowers are 
filled with dense nectar in early 
spring and the pollen is presented 
on small brushes on the outside 
of the flower.  It also has lizard 

dispersed fruits and may be 
pollinated by them. 

You could make your garden 
more friendly to butterflies by 
planting nectar flowers specifically 
attractive to them.  Rice flower 
(any native Pimelea species), candles 
(Stackhousia monogyna) and prickly 
box (Bursaria spinosa) are known 
butterfly magnets.  White-flowered 
tea trees (Leptospermum species) 
also attract a wide range of insects 
including butterflies by day and 
moths at night.  A judicious choice 
of teatree species can give you 
nectar coverage from September 
to April.  

Everlasting daisies (Xerochrysum, 
Leucochrysum, Chrysocephalum etc.) 
are fire-safe but attract painted 
lady butterflies which also breed 
on them.  Introduced dandelions 
including Taraxacum, Hypochaeris and 
Leontodon also attract numerous 
insects to their flowers, including 
native Lasioglossum bees.  A weedy 
lawn is a wonderful ecosystem and 
less maintenance is required.  

Prickly box is particularly good for 
native bees in early summer and 
silver banksia (Banksia marginata) 
not only supports birds but also the 
beautiful banksia bee from January 
to May.  Native bees and hoverflies 
also visit the yellow flowers of the 
undershrub hop native-primrose 
(Goodenia ovata) which flowers for 
up to half the year and is easy to 
grow. 

Wattle flowers lack nectar but the 
pollen alone is sufficiently nutritious 
to attract bees and hoverflies.  
Sunshine wattle (Acacia terminalis) 
is one of the few autumn flowering 
wattles in Tasmania and prefers a 
clay soil.  It has large red glands on 
the stems that attract birds and 
insects to the sweet excretions 
including native bees and wasps.

Much remains to be discovered 
about the interactions between 
flowers and native animals in 
Tasmania but it is clear that some 
are quite specialised.  This highlights 
the importance of planting a 
diversity of nectar plants as well 
as providing a range of layers 
in your garden to maximise the 
attractiveness of your garden for a 
range of native animals.  It would 
also be interesting to look to see 
what layers and food plants you 
have in your covenant.

Peter McQui l lan  
& Janet Smith
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Looking at the world through the 
transparent frond of a filmy fern, I 
was once again impressed by the 
intimate knowledge that covenant 
landholders develop of their land.  
Erik Bierens has lived in his forest 
at Golden Valley for over 30 years 
and doesn’t just know the story 
of every tree, but has identified 
the tiniest ferns, and many of the 
mosses and liverworts too.  

In our roles as covenant 
stewardship officers, Julie Fielder 
for the south of Tasmania, and I 
(Anna Povey) for the north, we 
can help covenant landowners get 
to know the plants and animals of 
their land, especially when they are 
new owners.  If you wonder about 
a plant or animal you’ve found, 
send us a photo and we’ll do our 
best to tell you something about 
it.  However, you are the one who 
knows and cares about your land 
most, and we love to hear what 
you have to share with us, whether 

it’s your favourite place, a story 
about how the bush has changed 
over time, or an observation about 
wildlife behaviour.  In this case, Erik 
helped me to get to know filmy 
ferns better.

Filmy ferns are those delicate ferns, 
not much larger than moss, that 
grow in wet forests on the trunks 
of tree ferns, rocks and other 
surfaces.  Although small, they can 
grow in a dense curtain of foliage 
in constantly damp places, and 
they are a beautiful part of that 
verdant softness of shady fern glens.  
They reward a closer look.   Their 
translucent fronds are usually only 
one cell thick, so if you hold them 
up to the light, you can often see 
through them!  

The structure of the leaf is basic, 
with few veins and no stomata 
(the pores that vascular plants 
usually use to breathe while limiting 
water loss), and although they 
have rhizomes, they are sometimes 

rootless; they absorb water over 
most of the leaf surface instead and 
there is direct exchange of gases 
with the air.  With no strengthening 
tissues in their fronds, they are 
dependent on water pressure to 
maintain turgidity.  All this means 
that they rely on constantly damp 
conditions to thrive.  Some can 
withstand a little drying out, with 
the fronds curling up as they 
lose water, then recovering when 
moisture becomes available, but 
generally you will find filmy ferns in 
the dark, damp places.

Filmy ferns (family 
Hymenophyllaceae) are thought to 
be a primitive family in evolutionary 
terms, and fossils indicate that the 
family has existed since at least the 
upper Triassic; they were around 
with the dinosaurs.

Tasmania has eight species of 
filmy fern, Hymenophyllum species, 
and one bristle fern, Polyphlebium 
venosum.  One endemic, the 
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Photos (L to R):  

Kali & Erik Bierens in the forest of their covenant. Photo E Bierens. 

The individual cells are visible in the leaves and indusia of this 

Hymenophyllum falklandicum. Photo Cath Dickson. 

Hymenophyllum cupressiforme. Photo E Bierens.

H flabellatum. Photo E Bierens. 

Bristle fern (Polyphlebium venosum). Photo E Bierens.

skeleton filmy-fern, H. applanatum, 
looks different from the others, 
being greyish with a covering of 
stellate hairs and it’s typically found 
on the trunks of King Billy and 
Pencil Pines.  The others are all 
transparent green.  One of them, H. 
falklandicum, is found on Macquarie 
Island.

With such delicate beauty and 
several species to get to know, filmy 
ferns always entice me to get out a 
hand lens (also known as a “loupe”, 
you can buy one for $10-50).  Using 
10x magnification, you can see 
features of the sori (which hold the 
spores) and leaves that will delight 
you with their tiny perfection.  Even 
more amazingly, you can see the 
individual cells!  The green “bubbles” 
making up the leaf are actually the 
cells.

To distinguish species, look for the 
sori (spore capsules) – they will 
be small lumps at the edges of the 
leaf lobes.  Most Hymenophyllum 

species have their sori enclosed 
by two flaps, called indusia.  
Polyphlebium venosum, however, has 
its sori surrounded by a tube, with 
a bristle sticking out of it (hence 
“bristlefern”).  Also look to see if 
the leaf veins are branched or not, 
and if the edges of the leaf pinnae 
(lobes) have tiny teeth or not.  One 
species, H. marginatum, has a black 
leaf margin.  Look at the stipe 
(stalk) of the leaf – does it have 
a narrow wing on each side?  A 
useful resource is https://www.utas.
edu.au/dicotkey/dicotkey/ferns/
fHymenophyllaceae_2.htm 

Dry forests seem to be my usual 
hangout, and, despite my best 
efforts, I seem only to have come 
across a few species of these wet-
forest-loving ferns.  It was with Erik 
that I realised how I have been 
missing some.  He showed me the 
growth habit of Hymenophyllum 
peltatum, and how its leaf lobes 
point forwards, compared with  

H. cupressiforme whose lobes point 
both ways.  Erik has paid attention 
to the smaller things so well that he 
now has a list of 22 species of ferns 
on his land, including 5-6 species of 
filmy ferns (he’s waiting for one fern 
to become fertile before he can 
confirm it).  

While not everyone wants to 
identify obscure tiny plants to 
species level like me and Erik, I 
can guarantee that you will be 
impressed by a close look at these 
exquisite ferns.  Remind me to 
bring a hand lens to visit you, so 
you can enjoy the wonder of seeing 
individual plant cells while standing 
in the ferny forest.

Anna Povey
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Saltmarshes, often taken for 
granted or overlooked, are one of 
the most valuable, productive and 
fascinating wetland ecosystems.  
Found at the edges of coastal areas 
they are visually quite beautiful 
with their bright hues of red and 
green succulent plants contrasting 
with golden-green sedges and 
tussock grasses or grey-greens 
of the herbaceous shrubs and 
stunning blankets of the bright 
pink pigface flowers (Disphyma 
crassifolium).  When compared 
globally - Tasmanian saltmarshes 
have recorded the highest number 
of plant species.  In Tasmania, 
large areas of saltmarshes are 
secured within State Reserves and 
conservation covenants.

Saltmarshes, also known as coastal 
saline wetlands, are intertidal habitat 
periodically inundated by the sea.  
They generally occur along low-
energy sheltered sections of the 
coastline where wave energy is 
reduced and vascular plants can 
establish.  The upper elevation limit 
is around the highest tide mark with 
the lower limit rarely below mean 
high water neap (those tides with 
smaller differences between high 
and low tide heights).  The adjacent 

intertidal area may be mud/sand 
flats or seagrass beds.

The process of saltmarsh formation 
can occur over various time 
scales from decades to centuries 
depending on a complex inter-play 
of many influencing factors, such 
as sediment deposition, sediment 
type and source, wave exposure, 
flow regime (riverine and marine), 
shelter and topography.  The broad 
sequence of events is: where 
sediment accumulates and builds 
up on a sheltered shore or point 
bar above the mean high-water 
level for neap tides - following this 
a few vascular plant species may 
become established - vegetation 
promotes further sedimentation by 
reducing wave energy and trapping 
sediment causing the surface height 
to gradually rise and the ground 
to be more stable – as the surface 
rises, further plant species become 
established with inundation of 
the saltmarsh only occurring with 
the highest of tides or flooding of 
the inflowing freshwater course.  
The extent of area colonised is 
dependent on the topography 
and slope of the shoreline, shores 
with small slopes will have a much 
greater saltmarsh area than steeper 

slopes.  Sediment may be derived 
from either the adjacent sea bed 
or the land according to local 
conditions and catchment activities.

The plant communities of 
saltmarshes are dominated by 
salt tolerant species (referred 
to as halophytes), e.g. samphire 
(Sarcocornia quinqueflora) and 
shrubby glasswort (Tecticornia 
arbuscula).  Frequently a zonation in 
vegetation communities occurs due 
to a gradient in salinity and degree 
of waterlogging as you move inland.  
Often there is a progression from 
succulent herbs and shrubs - rushes, 
sedges and grasses - to terrestrial 
shrubs and trees species, e.g. 
Allocasuarina sp..  The position in the 
zonation depends on the plants’ 
ability to tolerate that environment, 
i.e. shrubby glasswort will tolerate 
less duration of waterlogging 
than beaded glasswort.  As 
environmental conditions change 
over time the vegetation will move 
towards preferred habitat. 

Saltmarshes are also important 
habitat for significant flora and 
fauna.  At low tide, the mud/
sand flats adjacent to saltmarshes 
provide valuable feeding grounds 
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for wading birds with the saltmarsh 
providing roost sites.  Pitt Water 
– Orielton Lagoon, northeast of 
Hobart, is one of most significant 
areas of saltmarsh in Tasmania and 
is recognised for its important 
waterfowl habitat and shorebird 
feeding grounds.  It was included on 
the List of Wetlands of International 
Importance under the Ramsar 
convention on wetlands in 1982 
specifically for its importance to 
migratory waders, e.g. eastern 
curlew, bar-tailed godwit, red 
necked stint.  It also provides 
year-round habitat for Tasmanian 
resident shorebirds, e.g. pied 
oystercatchers, terns and gulls.  

Several plants species found in the 
Pitt Water – Orielton saltmarsh 
communities are considered at risk 
and listed under the Threatened 
Species Protection Act 1995.  These 
include herb species: lemon beauty-
head (Calocephalus citreus), sea 
lavender (Limonium australe), round-
leaf wilsonia (Wilsonia rotundifolia), 
silky wilsonia (Wilsonia humilis), salt 
lawrencia (Lawrencia spicata) and 
aquatic plants: slender water-mat 
(Lepilaena preissii), fennel pondweed 
(Stuckenia pectinatus).  In Tasmania, 
lemon beauty-heads are known 

from only a few locations in the 
south-east.  Pitt Water – Orielton is 
one of its key population areas. 

Saltmarshes are highly susceptible 
to disturbance and changing 
environmental conditions.  Globally, 
saltmarshes have been subject 
to extensive modification and 
destruction and more recently 
have been impacted by climate 
change and related changes in 
relative sea level.  With on-going 
rising sea levels, the ability of 
saltmarshes to persist in a given 
area will be dependent largely 
on the capacity for the marsh to 
move inland.  Any barrier to this 
movement, such as land clearing 
or steep slopes will eventually see 
the saltmarsh disappear.  Over 
time human activities, such as stock 
grazing and trampling, draining and 
land reclamation, fire, pollution, 
weed invasion and vehicle access 
(compaction) have greatly reduced 
the area and health of saltmarshes 
from which they recover extremely 
slowly if at all.

Saltmarshes overlay coastal acid 
sulphate soils which contain iron 
sulphides.  The iron sulphides 
remain chemically stable when 

buried under oxygen-free (anoxic) 
waterlogged environments.  
However, if they are disturbed and 
exposed to air (oxygen), such as 
when drains are dug in salt marsh, 
they can oxidise through a series 
of chemical reactions leading to 
the production of highly corrosive 
sulphuric acid.  If large quantities of 
sulphuric acid are released this can 
lead to significant environmental 
impacts, such as localised fish kills.

Protection of saltmarshes by 
reducing the risk of significant 
environmental change or damage 
can ensure a greater chance of their 
persistence as they are habitats 
sensitive to disturbance and slow to 
recover.  They are also an integral 
component of coastal ecosystems 
providing valuable wildlife species 
and habitat and are visually very 
beautiful

Iona Mitchel l 
& Janet Smith

Photos (L to R):  

The rare lemon beauty head just coming into full flower.  

Area of Pitt Water saltmarsh dominated by shrubby glasswort. 

Rare silky wilsonia in flower. 

Native pigface, samphire and yellow sea-lavender. 

Creeping brookweed in flower.  

Photos Iona Mitchell.
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Lacewings are good insects to have 
in your garden as juveniles or adults 
as they are excellent hunters of 
soft-bodied insect pests such as 
mites, scale insects, small caterpillars 
but especially aphids.  Lacewings 
start life as quite extraordinary 
looking wingless larvae before 
transforming into beautiful delicate 
flying insects.

They are readily identified by 
their two pairs of membranous 
wings which are transparent with 
a delicate and intricate lace work 
of veins visible.  At rest, they hold 
their wings almost tent-like over the 
abdomen with the upper edges of 
the top wings touching.  Wing span 
can range in size from 0.5 to 1.5 cm 
and are longer than the abdomen, 
with a body length of up to 0.5 cm.

Adult lacewings generally lay their 
eggs in places with ample prey 
to sustain their young.  Female 
lacewings generally lay oval shaped 
eggs on the end of a long thin 
silky stalk glued to the sheltered 
underside of leaves or other 
surfaces.  This protects the eggs 
from being eaten by ants, other 
insects or their siblings!  Some 
species lay their eggs directly onto 

vegetation or in sand.  After the 
eggs hatch, the larvae crawl to 
the end of the stalk and set off in 
search of soft-bodied prey.  They 
are voracious eaters and effective 
eradicators of unwanted pests in 
your garden.   

The larvae are quite different in 
shape to the adults and will often 
go through around three larval 
stages before metamorphosis into 
adults after a period of time in a 
cocoon.  The larvae vary in shape 
according to the species, from 
flattened disc to oval shaped, but all 
have relatively large sickle-shaped 
pincers which are used to catch and 
hold their prey while they suck out 
the body fluids.  The body is often 
hairy or with tube-like projections 
to which some larval species will 
attach the remains of the prey they 
have just sucked dry as a form of 
camouflage.

Most adult lacewings are also good 
nocturnal predators of pest insects.  
But some species will feed on 
nectar or honeydew.

The life cycle of lacewings can vary 
from several weeks, allowing several 
generations each year, to years, 
depending on temperature.  In 

colder areas the life cycle is longer.  

There are around 620 species of 
lacewings throughout Australia 
which can be found in a variety of 
habitats from native bushland to 
suburban gardens.  Green lacewings 
which have a green body, green 
membranous wings, long slender 
antennae and golden eyes are 
commonly seen in urban gardens, 
particularly at night time.  They are 
attracted to lights where they can 
readily capture other insects also 
drawn in.  They can be found at 
this time on walls or windows and 
are clearly visible with their green 
bodies and shinning eyes which will 
often have a reddish glow when 
exposed to artificial light.

Lacewings are beneficial insects by 
providing natural pest insect control 
as an environment friendly way to 
go, natural biocontrol without the 
need for chemicals! 
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Photos (Clockwise from L): Adult Green lacewing.

Brown lacewing larva feeding on an aphid.

Green lacewing larva with Acacia sticks it puts on its back.

Photos Kristi Ellingsen.              The Running  Postman   •   December 202010
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As winter passes, the chances of 
seeing an echidna out and about 
are quite high.  The short-beaked 
echidna is a native animal familiar to 
many.  They are a distinctive animal 
with most of their body, except 
their face, legs and underside 
covered in spines with fur in 
between.  In warmer climates the 
fur between the spines is shorter, 
but in colder climates the fur 
is longer.  The spines are up to 
around 50 mm in length and are 
quite sturdy and sharp, these help 
to provide some protection.  If 
disturbed, echidnas will curl into 
a ball shape to protect their soft 
underparts.  If the ground is soft, 
they will dig themselves in below 
the surface leaving exposed a shield 
of spines. 

Echidnas can be found across 
Australia from winter snow lines 
to the desert in a wide range of 
habitats as long as they have a good 
supply of food.  Their favourite food 
is ants or termites, but they will eat 
other insects, such as worms and 
grubs.

They use their strong forepaws and 
claws to dig open nests of ants or 
termites – having ants crawling over 
their face and body doesn’t seem to 

bother them.  They stick out their 
long sticky tongue to which the ants 
or termites stick.  Saliva on their 
tongue makes it really sticky so lots 
of insects can be caught with the 
one lick then the tongue is drawn 
back into the mouth.  Echidnas do 
not have teeth, crushing insects 
instead between thick pads at the 
back of the tongue and roof of the 
mouth. 

Echidnas are generally shy solitary 
animals walking slowly on their 
short legs sniffing for food.  The 
temperature can affect when they 
are out and about feeding and 
when they are likely to be seen.  
On hot days they will forage for 
food at dusk or dawn when it is 
cooler, but if the temperature is 
mild they will feed during the day.

They do not have fixed nest sites 
and will shelter under bushes, 
crevices, hollows in fallen logs, under 
piles of debris and sometimes in 
a burrow.  Mating occurs during 
June to September where a single 
female may be followed by up to 
six males who will stay with her 
for some time or will branch off to 
join following another female.  This 
activity has been called an echidna 
love train.

Two weeks after mating a single 
soft-shelled egg is laid and held 
in a pouch on the females’ belly.  
Echidnas are monotremes, that 
is mammals which lay eggs, and 
are one of only three species of 
monotreme in the world.  The 
platypus is the other Australian 
monotreme.  The young remain in 
the pouch after hatching around 
10 days later and will stay in the 
pouch for at least two to three 
months suckling on milk exuded 
from two mammary glands.  When 
the young get a little too spikey for 
the pouch, they are tossed out but 
will still continue to suckle.   During 
this time the mother will spend 
most of her time in a burrow, but 
from time to time she will leave the 
young behind covered with leaves 
or wood fibre to go foraging.

When the young leave the pouch 
in September to November, they 
have a covering of short spines and 
fur.  Young seen at this stage are 
approximately one year old and on 
their way to becoming independent.
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Photos (L to R):  An echidna love train.   

Photo Stuart King. 

A lucky echidna having a good feed of ants.   

Photo Iona Mitchell.
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Future events Selling  proper ty?

Post or email

If you have a conservation covenant 
over your property and are thinking of 
selling, you should keep in mind that 
anyone involved in the sale process (e.g. 
agents, Solicitor/Conveyancer) need to 
be informed of the covenant and its 
implications.  

Prospective buyers and new owners must 
also be informed of the covenant on the 
property title so that they can factor this 
into their decisions.  Stewardship Officers 
are happy to talk to prospective buyers 
regarding the natural values and how to 
manage them in accordance with your 
agreement.  

When the ownership of a property 
transfers, the Private Land Conservation 
Program (PLCP) receives an automated 
notification from the Land Titles Office.  
This notification provides the new 
owners name(s), but unfortunately not 
the contact details for the new owner.  It 
is very important that we make contact 
with the new owner(s) and we therefore 
ask that these contact details are provided 
for the new owners by the agents, 
Solicitor, Conveyancer or landowners 
undertaking private sales. 

The PLCP write to all new owners 
to provide them with a copy of the 
Covenant document and accompanying 
Nature Conservation Plan/Operations 
Plan.  A Stewardship officer will contact 
the new owner to arrange a suitable 
time to visit to introduce themselves and 
to provide any advice or assistance with 
understanding the covenant documents 
or any other aspect related to the 
management of the land. 

Contacts

Stewardship

Anna Povey (North) 0498 800 611
Julie Fielder (South) 0488 553 356 

Conservation Landholders Tasmania 

Given the uncertainty regarding COVID-19 restrictions, the Conservation 
Landholders Tasmania (CLT) Trustees have decided to postpone future face-to-face 
events until we can be confident it is safe to meet.  Future events will be posted 
on the CLT website www.clt.asn.au.  To join the CLT email contact list, email Gail 
Dennett gaildennett@gmail.com.  Invitations to events are sent to those on the 
email list at least a month before each event.

Tasmanian Planning Scheme (TPS)

The TPS is the single statewide planning scheme which will replace the 30 planning 
schemes currently operating in Tasmania.  This will mean that there will be consistent 
statewide planning rules that apply to the 23 generic zones which will indicate what 
land use and development is appropriate for each zone e.g. residential, agriculture, 
environmental.  Each Council will develop their own Local Provisions Schedules 
using planning provisions they consider adequately express their local community’s 
land use expectations.  We encourage you to contact your local council to see if 
any proposed changes in zoning may have implications for your land.  For more 
information look up the TPS web site https://planningreform.tas.gov.au/scheme. 

Just a reminder that if you would prefer to receive your copy of  
The Running Postman by email please contact the PLCP on 1300 368 550   
or PrivateLandConservation.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

Private Land Conservation Program participants 
as at December 2020

Number of covenants 902 109,863 hectares
Gardens for Wildlife members 693 3,030 hectares

* Since 1 Feb 2020 the Tasmanian Land Conservancy Inc. now deliver the Land for Wildlife 
scheme.

Update your contact details

Let us know your email address and updated contact details.   
Contact the PLCP on 1300 368 550 or  
email PrivateLandConservation.Enquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
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