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Seasonal conditions insights snapshot

July 2026

Key points

July 2026 continued to deliver some relief from prolonged dry conditions across most
of Tasmania with the area-averaged rainfall total being 1 per cent below the 1961—
1990 average. However, there was some variation across the State. Below average
rainfall was recorded along the east coast and parts of the midlands and above
average rainfall was observed across for parts of the West Coast, Central Highlands,
and Derwent Valley.

Average maximum temperatures in July were very much above average across the
State. The average maximum temperature 1.28 °C above average, the third warmest
July on record since 1910. Average minimum temperatures in July were very much
above average for most areas, 1.17 °C above average. Tasmania’s average
temperature was 7.13 °C, 1.22 °C above average, the seventh warmest on record for
July since 1910.

Runoff conditions were mixed across Tasmania in July. The western half generally
remained in the average to above average range. In contrast, the eastern half
experienced below average runoff, with areas of concern across the North-East coast
from Coles Bay to the Tasman Peninsula.

Soil moisture followed a similar east—west split, though the contrast was less severe.
The western half of Tasmania remained mostly in the above average range, while
much of the eastern half was average. Overall, soil moisture conditions were relatively
stable, but the eastern districts are beginning to show signs of drying.

Conditions for fruit production have been generally positive though some producers
reported chill hours being lower than usual which could impact yields for the upcoming
season. Livestock prices have remained relatively strong, and no impact is expected
from the United States (US) tariffs due to the continued exemption of beef from the
tariffs and the limited exposure of Tasmanian sheep meat to the US market. At the
time of writing, potato price negotiations were still underway.

Economic conditions are uncertain given geopolitical tensions which has seen an
increase in global oil prices. Despite the geopolitical tensions Tasmania remains fuel
secure. At the time of writing, Australia has to date imported 99 per cent of its urea
requirements for the upcoming growing season.
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Overall, with the exception of the East Coast and part of the Midlands, July showed
an improvement seasonal conditions. However, long-range forecasts from the Bureau
of Meteorology (BoM) indicate an increased likelihood of warmer-than-average
conditions and drier-than-average conditions. Without follow-up rainfall, dry conditions
across eastern parts of the state are likely to persist or intensify.

Under the Monitoring Seasonal Conditions and Drought Framework, the combined
primary and climatic indicators show that the North East, East Coast, and parts of the
Midlands continue to experience ongoing dry conditions. These regions have recorded
persistent below-average rainfall over the past 12 months. Overall rainfall deficits in
these areas have continued to drive seasonal stress. These areas are currently
assessed as being in the ‘preparedness’ phase of the drought cycle. All other areas
remain the same.
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Primary (lead) condition indicator

Precipitation

In July 2026, Tasmania experienced mostly average rainfall conditions, with below
average rainfall along the East Coast from Maria Island to Binalong Bay, inland to
approximately Campbell Town. Parts of the West Coast, Central Highlands and the
Derwent Valley recorded above average rainfall for July. The statewide area-averaged
rainfall total in July was 153.4 mm, 1% below the 1961-1990 average.

Tasmanian rainfall deciles July 2026
Australian Gridded Climate Data
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FIGURE 1: TASMANIAN RAINFALL DECILES FOR JULY 2026

Temperature

Tasmania’s maximum temperatures and average temperatures in July were “very
much above average” across the entirety of the state including both King and Flinders
Island. The minimum temperatures were mostly “very much above average” with a
band of “above average” from the Northeastern corner through to the Central
Highlands.

3-month rainfall deciles for Tasmania
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Over the past three months, much of Tasmania has largely experienced average

rainfall, with small pockets of above average rainfall scattered throughout the state.

There is one small pocket of below average rainfall along the South West coast.
Tasmanian rainfall deciles 1 May to 31 July 2026
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FIGURE 2: RAINFALL DEFICIENCIES FOR 3 MONTHS (1 MAY 2026 — 31 JULY2026)

12-month rainfall deciles for Tasmania

During the 12-month period from 1 August 2025 to 31 July 2026, the East Coast of
Tasmania from the Break O’Day area through the Northern and Southern Midlands,
down to the Tasman Peninsula has received below or well below average rainfall.
Most of the remaining areas in the state received average rainfall over this 12-month
period, with a stretch down the West Coast, Central Highlands and the Derwent Valley
receiving above average rainfall. The 12-month period was characterised by dramatic
swings between high rainfall (September, October, November 2025) and low rainfall
(January, February, April 2026) resulting in highly variable operating conditions.
Drier-than-normal conditions persist across the east of the State.
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Tasmanian rainfall deciles 1 August 2025 1o 31 July 2026
Australian Gridded Climate Data
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FIGURE 3: RAINFALL DECILES FOR 12 MONTHS (1 AUGUST 2025 — 31 JULY 2026)

Long-range forecasts (3 month: July — September 2026)
Long range forecast summary

The BoM has forecast for August to October 2026 and 80 per cent chance of above
average minimum and maximum average temperatures across the state. In addition
to these elevated temperatures, rainfall forecasts are also indicating the state will likely
receive below average rainfall for the same period, apart from a small area in the
southwest corner.

Runoff

Runoff conditions were mixed across Tasmania in July. The western half generally
remained in the average to above average range, reflecting continued support from
recent rainfall. In contrast, the eastern half experienced below average runoff, with
notable areas of concern across the North East from Scamander to Ringarooma Bay
and Flinders Island, where the dry band has broadened since June. Below average
conditions also extended across the East Coast from Coles Bay to the Tasman
Peninsula, the East Coast hinterland and highland areas around Lake Leake and
Tooms Lake, the Fingal Valley including Avoca and Fingal surrounds, parts of the
Northern Midlands from Longford to Epping Forest, the southern Midlands around
Oatlands, and the lower Central Highlands around Bothwell.
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Soil moisture

Soil moisture followed a similar east—west split, though the contrast was less severe
than for runoff. The western half of Tasmania remained mostly in the above average
range, while much of the eastern half was generally average. The main exception was
a small area of below average soil moisture on the eastern side of the Tasman
Peninsula. Overall, soil moisture conditions were still relatively stable, but the eastern
districts are beginning to show signs of drying after several months of variable
recovery.

Standardised Precipitation Evapotranspiration (SPEI)

The Standardised Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index (SPEI, 12-month scale)
remained mostly in the normal range, similar to June. However, dryness signals began
to re-emerge across parts of the eastern half of the State. A moderately dry band along
the North-East coast broadened further inland from Binalong Bay and St Helens, while
additional moderately dry pockets developed around Bicheno, Lake Leake, Triabunna
and Maria Island, and small parts of the Tasman Peninsula. These changes suggest
that, although long-term conditions are still mostly normal, moisture deficits are
starting to re-establish in several eastern districts.

SPEI Rating
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FIGURE 4: JULY STANDARDISED PRECIPITATION EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (SPEI)

Summary / 5-monthly indicator

July 2026 brought a clear west—east contrast in Tasmania’s climate indicators. The
west remained relatively healthy, with runoff and soil moisture generally above
average, while the east showed renewed drying in runoff and emerging moderate
dryness in SPEI, especially across the north-east, east coast and parts of the
Midlands. Soil moisture has not yet deteriorated to the same degree as runoff, but the
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developing dryness in eastern catchments suggests that continued monitoring will be
important if winter rainfall does not persist.

Taken together, the five-month pattern shows improving conditions through winter,
followed by a fresh drying trend returning in the east by July. The west has remained
relatively resilient, with runoff and soil moisture mostly average to above average,
while the east has proved more volatile, shifting from recovery to renewed runoff
deficits and emerging SPEI dryness.

Secondary indicators
Hydrological monitoring

Key message: Water access activity was typical for July with some opportunities for
flood and opportunistic takes. Dam levels have seen general improvement across the
month.

NRE Tas water operations

During the reporting period, the Water Compliance Team conducted 53 assessments,
resulting in:

e 11 restrictions.

e 30 flood take notices.

e 6 opportunistic take notices.

e 5 easements.

e No low flow warnings due to reduced river flows.

July 2026 brought increased rainfall compared to July 2025. This increase in total
rainfall received is reflected in the water access notice figures, as there is a decrease
in the number of restrictions issued this year.

Flood take notices were issued for the Meander River Catchment Area, South Esk
Catchment Area, Nile River, and the Greater South Esk Catchment Area. Giving the
opportunity for Surety 8 licence holders to take water for storage. Opportunistic takes
were issued for the Mersey, North Esk, St Patricks and Ringarooma Rivers. Providing
opportunity for water users to take in excess of their normal water entitlements.

Tasmanian Irrigation (TI)

July has seen a continued delivery of water to Tasmanian Irrigation (TI) farmers.
Favourable rainfall conditions have occurred throughout July providing increased soil
moisture levels in the root zone for most of the State's farming communities reducing
their need for Tl provided water in places.

As a result of the increased rainfall, most of TI's schemes are in a healthy position.
65% of TI dams are now above 80% capacity, placing Tl in a stronger position than
anticipated based on the long-range climate forecasts issued at the beginning of
winter. Craigbourne and Lake Leake dams in the central south and south-east of the
State remain between 40% and 50% full. This reflects the predominance of north-
westerly weather systems over recent months, which have delivered rainfall to the rest
of the State.
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Tl delivered 2,660 ML across its schemes in the first month of the 2026-27 financial
year, the highest July delivery on record by a margin of 15%, up from 2,308 in 2025,
and 2,293 up 2024.

The current long-range climate outlook indicates a drier-than-average pattern for both
August and September across the majority of Tl irrigation districts. Average rainfall is
expected for the Central Plateau which will support the provision to some of our
schemes. Tl will continue to monitor dam levels around the State as the remaining
schemes consolidate inflows over the remainder of winter. Dams of particular focus
include Craigbourne and Lake Leake, which we will monitor closely to assess
expected water availability. Tl updates dam levels on its website daily.

Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) streamflow observations for Tasmania

Observed flows were high for July at sites in northern Tasmania. Observed flows were
near median at 37% of sites in June, across north-east Tasmania. The BoM indicate
that for July to September, high flow (for this time of year) is likely across northern
Tasmania and near median flow is likely at 39% of sites across eastern Tasmania.

Economic indicators

Key message: Fuel prices rise on the back of Middle East tensions. Tariff settings
continue to be monitored.

Global fuel prices rose and were volatile in the month of July due to the ongoing
tensions in the Middle East. Despite these tensions Tasmania remains fuel secure.

Australia has to date, imported 99 per cent of its urea requirements for the upcoming
growing season. Despite the increase in global urea prices in response to the Middle
East context, domestically prices fell from the previous month as supply exceed
demand.

Of concern are potential disruptions to phosphate fertiliser supply arising from the
conflict in the Middle East conflict which could affect crop vyields if fertilisers are
unavailable when needed. While Tasmania can meet much of its phosphate fertiliser
demand through local manufacturing, supply constraints remain a risk.

On the trade front, The United States (US) has increased Australia’s tariff from 10 per
cent to 12.5 per cent. Despite the increase, it is expected that the tariffs will have
minimal to no impact due to:

¢ beef continuing to be exempt from tariffs, which is Tasmania’s biggest agrifood
export to the US,
e Tasmania’s sheep meat market having limited exposure to the US market and,

Agronomic indicators

Key message: Livestock prices remain strong. Despite the elevated prices of fuels
and fertilisers, planting for the upcoming season is anticipated to continue as usual.

Page 8 of 10
SEASONAL CONDITIONS INSIGHTS SNAPSHOT | July 2026



Sheep

The Powranna saleyards recorded variable sheep and lamb volumes through July
2026, with weekly lamb numbers increasing from 476 head on 7 July to 1,691 head
by 28 July due to higher store lamb entries. Mutton supply reached 593 head early in
the month before remaining below 350 head per week for the final three sales. Despite
the upward weekly trajectory in late July, overall monthly throughput is down
consistent with Australia’s sheep industry entering a lower supply phase. Lambing is
currently underway in Tasmania.

Cattle

The Powranna saleyards recorded a steady rise in cattle supply through July 2026,
with weekly volumes growing from 72 head to a peak of 135 head by month’s end.
This late-winter increase was driven by trade and export cattle numbers, which rose
from 28 to 105 head, while cow yardings held stable at a 38-head weekly average.
Despite the higher volumes and mixed quality on offer later in the month, strong
competition from local Tasmanian restockers and butchers kept prices firm. Calving is
currently underway in Tasmania.

Wool Price Reports

Wool continues to see strong prices (1,873c/kg) but has been trending down since its
near record high of 1,989c/kg in June 2026. This is up 634c/kg from July last year
when the Eastern Market Indicator sat at 1,239c/kg. The market entered the
three-week mid-year recess, with auction sales resuming in the week beginning
Monday, 17 August 2026.

Fruit, Vegetables & Crops

At the time of writing, potato price negotiations were still underway, and the results will
influence planting area. Poppy contracting is nearing completion with some paddocks
already being sown. Wet weather is slowing down the process.

Conditions for fruit producers have been positive with adequate rainfall however, chill
hours have been variable for some producers. Some producers have struggled to
prune trees due to the wet conditions, however they remain optimistic about the
season ahead. Industry contacts are reporting that planting decisions for the upcoming
season will, for the most part, be business as usual despite elevated fuel and fertilizer
costs.

Pasture growth is holding at the average rate for this time of year. Tasmanian hay
prices have remained relatively steady across the month of July with a slight decrease
since June.

Social indicators

Key message: Sentiment improving as input prices moderate and seasonal
conditions so far have been favourable.

Since 1 July 2018 Regional Investment Corporation has approved 38 loans valued at
over $44.5 million in Tasmania as of 30 June 2026.

The Tasmanian Rural Financial Counselling is reporting steady and improving
confidence levels throughout the state as seasonal conditions steady. Long term
outlooks are still variable with uncertainty around future input costs and interest rates.
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Rural Alive and Well (RAW) have reported calving, lambing and seasonal farm
activities are creating increased workloads for many producers while also generating
optimism around livestock markets and farm production.

Biosecurity concerns remain present, particularly in the poultry sector, with ongoing
discussion around H5N1 preparedness and potential impacts if an outbreak occurs.

Freight and logistics

Key message: No reported disruptions or delays reported, regular freight operations.

Cattle movements for King Island in the July remain lower than average. King Island
cattle movements continue to be lower than last year due to favourable seasonal
conditions supporting continued herd rebuilding. Flinders continues to track as normal
with movements being average.

Prepared by:

AgriGrowth Tasmania
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania

July 2026

Please note information contained in this snapshot provides general information relating to seasonal conditions
and the State’s agricultural sector and food production. Its contents are intended for informational purposes only.
The Crown in Right of the State of Tasmania, its officers, employees, and agents do not accept liability, however
arising, including liability for negligence, for any loss arising from the use or reliance upon the content of this
document. No liability or responsibility is accepted for the consequences of any inaccuracy in this document, and
persons relying upon it do so at their own risk absolutely.

AgriGrowth Tasmania values the contribution of stakeholders and encourages feedback via Farmpoint. Your input
is essential to ensure this report remains accurate, relevant, and beneficial to the Tasmanian agricultural sector.
We welcome your comments on what is working well, areas for improvement, and any additional topics you would
like to see included in future updates.

Page 10 of 10
SEASONAL CONDITIONS INSIGHTS SNAPSHOT | July 2026



