
 
 

  
 

 

1. Background 

1.1. Program Description 

The Tasmanian Government’s Accelerating Agriculture policy commitment is investing almost $50 million to 

propel the sector towards the Government’s target of an annual farmgate value of $10 billion by 2050. As 

part of the commitment, a total of $2 million over four years has been allocated through the Strategic 

Industry Partnership Program (SIPP) to partner with agriculture industry associations to deliver sustainable 

growth.   Up to $450 000 is available for allocation for the August 2022 Round. 
 

The SIPP provides targeted grants on a co-investment basis to peak industry bodies and organisations in 

recognition of the critical role they play in supporting agri-food industries and individual producers and 

agribusinesses. 

 

Projects that are aligned with Tasmania’s Sustainable Agri-Food Plan 2019-23, the Competitiveness of 

Agriculture for 2050 White Paper, and the Rural Water Use Strategy will be well regarded. 

 

Additional priorities for this second round include: 

 

• Helping to address barriers and accelerate sustainable growth within industry;  

• Creating innovative solutions to support industry with climate-smart agricultural practices and the 

wise use of water. 

• Helping agriculture recover and adapt to living with COVID-19 including support for targeted 

development of skills and training that are not supported through existing Government programs. 

 

The program is being administered by AgriGrowth Tasmania within the Department of Natural Resources 

and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas). 

 

1.2. Grants 

Applications for projects spanning one year or multiple years will be considered. 

 

The minimum government investment is $10 000 with most projects expected to be less than $100 000. 

Exceptions may be considered for collaborative projects across multiple agricultural industries or with 

broad member benefits demonstrated. 
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https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Tasmanian%20Sustainable%20Agri-Food%20Plan%202019-23.pdf
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/competitiveness-of-tasmanian-agriculture-for-2050
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/competitiveness-of-tasmanian-agriculture-for-2050
https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture-site/Pages/Strategic-Industry-Partnership-Program.aspx
https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture-site/Pages/Strategic-Industry-Partnership-Program.aspx
https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture-site/Pages/Strategic-Industry-Partnership-Program.aspx
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1.3. Project conditions 

The following are conditions of application: 

 

• You must use SmartyGrants to complete your submission; 

• Grant submissions must include a project plan outlining activities proposed and milestones; 

• Any funded activity must take a whole-of-industry, market or value-chain approach and not just 

focus on or benefit an individual enterprise or organisation; 

• The project plan must include the monitoring and evaluation activity that will be undertaken as part 

of the project; 

• Cash and in-kind co-contributions are required; You cannot use (leverage) funding from other 

Commonwealth, state, territory or local government sources to fund your share of eligible 

expenditure. 

• A breakdown of service delivery costs will be requested if your proposal is successful; and  

• The instalment schedule for payment of the Grants will be agreed with the successful recipient/s 

based on the activities proposed. 

 

If your application is successful, we will ask you to verify the project budget you provided in your 

application when we negotiate your Grant Deed.  
 

The Grant Deed will include details of the evidence you may need to provide when you achieve certain 

milestones in your project. This may include evidence related to eligible expenditure.  If requested, you 

will need to provide the agreed evidence along with your progress reports.  At the end of the project, you 

will be required to provide a financial audit of all eligible expenditure from the project. 

 

The financial reports will need to provide evidence of the total of grant funds expenditure on salaries 
oncosts and administrative overheads.   Eligible expenditure can include, but is not limited to: 

• salaries and on-costs for personnel directly employed for the project activities (this should be 

calculated on a pro-rata basis relative to their time commitment.   You may increase eligible salary 

costs to cover on-costs such as employer paid superannuation, payroll tax, workers compensation, 

insurance.   

• costs related to recruiting or contracting specialist staff 

• IT costs 

• travel expenditure  

• financial auditing of project expenditure  

• contingency costs up to a maximum of 10% of the eligible project costs.  (Note we make payments 

based on actual costs incurred). 

 

We do not consider labour expenditure for leadership or administrative staff (such as CEOs, CFOs, 

accountants and lawyers) as eligible expenditure, even if they are doing project management tasks. 
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1.4. Eligibility 

The assessment panel will make a decision on the application presented and the eligibility of expense 

items. An organisation is eligible to apply for funding under the Program if it: 

• Is a representative, membership-based peak industry body in the agriculture sector with individual 

businesses as members; 

• Is capable of entering into a legally binding and enforceable agreement with the Tasmanian 

Government; 

• Has an ABN and is registered for the purposes of GST, or if not registered for GST can complete a 

Australian Taxation Office Statement by a Supplier form; and 

• Has an account with an Australian financial institution. 

• The applicant does not have any outstanding reports, acquittals or serious breaches relating to any 

Tasmanian Government funding  

Complying with the eligibility criteria is only part of the application assessment process (refer to the 

Evaluation Methodology) and does not automatically mean an application to the Program will be approved.   

Applicants are encouraged to consider working with new partners (such as those along the value-chain, 

and those outside of agriculture).  

Only completed submissions that are lodged with the Department through SmartyGrants will be 

considered and assessed, and applications in draft stage will not be considered.   

 

1.5. Ineligible expenditure   

Ineligible organisations and expenditure include: 

• Unincorporated associations;   

• Applications from individual businesses, or projects that have a private benefit for an individual 

business; 

• Any government body including councils, government agencies, publicly listed companies, 

government business enterprises, absentee landlords, forest activities and recreational activities; 

• Retrospective expenditure. Applicants must receive grant approval prior to the Project for which 

funding is sought takes place;  

• Any entity that is under external administration or bankruptcy; 

• Expenditure on similar Projects or activities that have been, or will be, supported through other 

government assistance schemes will generally be ineligible; 

• Funding cannot be spent on purchasing stock, maintenance and upkeep of facilities and equipment, 

capital expenditure including on-farm accommodation, development of intellectual property (IP), 

academic research (a research activity will only be considered if it is a critical step in the development of 

an output for the proposed project), subsidies for commercial operations, business start-ups or where 

the primary activity is for commercial gain, or activities designed to raise revenue for an organisation 

or individual, business as usual activities for the participants or beneficiaries of the project, overseas 

travel, or costs incurred in preparation of the grant submission. 

• Funds received through this Program are to be directed primarily to the delivery of project outputs 

and outcomes. For example, grant money from this Program cannot be used for: 

o Subsidising overhead (indirect) costs such as electricity, phone, car parking rental or premises 

rent; 

o Hospitality for the purpose of entertaining clients or the project team; 

o Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the Assessment Panel. 
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2. Evaluation Methodology 

Grants will be evaluated by the Fund Assessment Panel against a set of criteria. The criteria for assessment 

include:  

1. Strategic alignment 

2. Expected outputs and outcomes (including assessment of feasibility and timeliness) 

3. Value for money (value to the sector) 

4. Identified need (such as addressing recovery for COVID-19) 

5. Co-contribution (co-investment) and leverage 

In-kind contributions should reflect reasonable costs for goods and services. The resulting normalised 

scores for each criterion will be added to deliver an overall ranking of successful applications to be funded.  

The scoring scale used is:  

0 = criterion not met  

1 = criterion not met, but a few elements present  

2 = criterion not met, but most elements present  

3 = criterion met  

4 = criterion met to a high standard  

5 = criterion met to a very high standard  

AgriGrowth Tasmania is not bound to accept any application and reserves the right to change the 

application and selection process and vary the selection criteria for the SIPP at any time.  

AgriGrowth Tasmania may seek to negotiate with you before awarding a grant if the Assessment Panel 

requires changes to your project plan. 

 

3. Reporting Requirements 

Reporting the Project’s progress and outcomes is an important component of the program. It provides 

evidence of the effectiveness of projects, and learnings on innovative delivery methods. Reporting is 

mandatory.   We will only make grant payments when we receive satisfactory progress reports.  

You must discuss any reporting delays with us as soon as you become aware of them. 

Successful applicants are required to submit a:  

• Mid-project report outlining: 

o What results have been achieved to date?  

• Final report and evaluation including: 

o What were the successes?  

o What were the challenges?  

o How successful was the Project in meeting and addressing its objectives?  

o How did the Project meet the Program priorities?  

• Financial acquittal of the grant monies 

• Any program materials and collateral used to deliver the project/program. 

If any information in the application is found to be inaccurate, false or misleading, or grants are not applied 

for the purposes of the business in accordance with the terms of funding as set out in these Guidelines 

and any attached application, the grant will be repayable on demand. 
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4. Definitions 

Activity or Project means the activity or activities which is/are the subject of a funding application under 

the Program.  

Eligible Expenditure is expenditure presented in an application and approved by the Department.  

Funding Agreement means a Funding Agreement entered into between an approved applicant and the 

Crown in Right of Tasmania.  

Leverage means matching funding or co-contributions from other local, state or Australian Government 

grant program. 

Peak Body means a representative, membership-based peak industry body in the agriculture sector with 

individual businesses as members. 

Program means the Strategic Industry Partnership Program  

 

5. Taxation and financial implications 

Grants under the Program attract GST. Grant payments to successful applicants are generally increased 

to compensate for the amount of GST payable. The receipt of funding from this Program may be treated 

as income by the Australian Taxation Office (ATO). While grants are typically treated as assessable income 

for taxation purposes, how they are treated will depend on the recipient's particular circumstances. It is 

strongly recommended that potential applicants consider seeking independent advice about the possible 

tax implications for receiving the Grant under the Program from a tax advisor, financial advisor and/or the 

ATO, prior to submitting an application. 

 

6. Confidentiality  

The relevant parties will use and disclose the information provided by applicants for the purposes of 

discharging their respective functions under the Program Guidelines and otherwise for the purposes of 

the Program and related uses. The Department may also:  

 

• Use information received in applications in other related Departmental business. 

• Use information received in applications and during the performance of the Project for reporting. 

7. Disclaimer 

Although care has been taken in the preparation of this document, no warranty, express or implied, is 

given by the Crown in Right of Tasmania, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information it contains. 

The Crown in Right of Tasmania accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage that may arise from 

anything contained in or omitted from or that may arise from the use of this document, and any person 

relying on this document and the information it contains does so at their own risk absolutely. The Crown 

in Right of Tasmania does not accept liability or responsibility for any loss incurred by an applicant that 

are in any way related to the Program. The Program will be reviewed in 12 months and these Guidelines 

may be adjusted accordingly. 
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8. How to make a Grant submission 

All applicants are encouraged to contact FarmPoint to register their interest in the Program and determine 

their eligibility.  

 

The Grant Guidelines and link to SmartyGrants that is to be used for submissions are available online at 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/ or by phoning FarmPoint on 1300 292 292. 

 

The Program opens on Wednesday 24 August 2022 and closes on Friday 7 October 2022. 

 

All submissions will be treated as confidential.  

 

The successful recipients and the project summary will be announced online at 
www.farmpoint.tas.gov.au.  

 

For further information and advice, please contact: FarmPoint on 1300 292 292.  
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