
SEAL DETERRENT DEVICES & TRAPPING 
 
Training Objectives 
  
TO PROVIDE: 
 

 A background on NRE Tas involvement with seal interactions on Salmonoid 
Farms & seal deterrents devices. 
 

 An understanding of seal behaviour and biology. 
 

 Awareness of minimum infrastructure requirements. 
 

 An understanding of the deterrent device or trapping process. 
 

 Familiarisation with seal deterrent or trapping under the current Seal 
Management Framework 2018 and Minimum Requirements 2018A. 
 

 An awareness of permit requirements. 
 

 



SEAL INFORMATION 
 

The Australian fur seal is endemic to south-east Australia.  Hunted to the brink of extinction in the 
nineteenth century, recovery has been slow, and the Australian fur seal is “Protected” in Tasmania as 
a listed species under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021. 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Biology 

 Marine mammal 
 Lifespan of 20 years 
 Fur for insulation 
 Pupping and mating occurs on a few Bass Strait islands and other (small) breeding 

colonies around Tasmania in Nov/Dec 
 
Population history and geography 

 Hunting commenced in1798, population collapsed by 1830 
 Delayed and complex recovery 
 Population yet to fully recover to pre-sealing levels 
 4500 born in Tasmanian waters and 12,000 born in Victorian waters in 2013 
 Recent drop in total pup production; range expansion 
 Total population estimate 110,000 - 120,000 (in 2007), but needs updating  
 Distribution limited to south-eastern Australian waters 

 
 
Seal Biology 

The Australian fur seal is a marine mammal, giving birth to a single pup, which is fed on thick, rich 
milk. The dense coat is made of dense underfur and long, coarse outer hairs. This traps air, which 
waterproofs and insulates the seal. Seals moult each year, gradually replacing their old fur with new 
growth.  A layer of fat assists with warmth and streamlining.  
 
Pups are born in November-December, and usually weaned 10 or 11 months later, although some 
cows may suckle a pup for up to four years. Once a cow gives birth for the first time, she is 
practically in a continuous state of lactation for the rest of her life, with maybe only a few weeks off 
between weaning last season's pup and having another.  
 
Population History and Geography 

In Australia the commercial harvest of seals for the fur trade began in 1798. The industry had 
collapsed by the 1830s, and although it was still legal to hunt seals until 1923, hunting rarely occurred. 
Populations of elephant seals and sea lions in Tasmanian waters have never recovered from the 
impact of hunting and Australian and New Zealand (long nosed) fur seal numbers have recovered 
slowly.  
 
Two seal species breed in Tasmanian waters. Australian fur seals breed on 22 recognised colonies (as 
of 2018), including rocky Bass Strait islands. Because seals only come ashore to rest and breed, it is 
difficult to know exactly how many there are. Population estimates are derived from counts of new 
pups and not adults.  The most recent whole population estimate of Australian fur seals is between 
110,000 and 120,000.  A small number of long-nosed fur seals also breed on remote islands off the 
south coast of Tasmania. Like the Australian fur seal, not all pups survive. 
 



Seal Behaviour 

In the case of seal interactions with fish farms PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE.   
 
Prevent the seal behaviour becoming reinforced in the first place. They are opportunistic predators 
seeking predictable and abundant supplies of good quality fish. A salmon farm provides both. 
 
Seals learn through an association of events that provide a reward. If the association is consistent 
over time and reward follows, then the association will strengthen with time! They learn to anticipate 
the association to acquire the reward. 
 
The primary reinforcement for a seal is food “they think through their stomachs”. Therefore, 
learning their way around a fish farm is well within their learning capacity. 
 
Maintaining consistent practices within and between fish farms is key; GOOD 
COMMUNICATION is needed to prevent animals being fed and inadvertently rewarded.  
 

             
 
An understanding of these principles may reduce seal fish farm interactions by maintaining consistency 
and reducing reinforcement. 

 
Deterrents are intended to be used as tools to provide a short-term relief from seal pressure.  
Overuse of deterrents can decrease their effectiveness, as seals can become desensitised to them. 
Strategic use of deterrents is key.  In many situations, deterrents are unlikely to have a “training” 
effect once a behaviour has developed.  
 
Currently available deterrents aren’t designed as tools to keep animals generally away from leases. 
Instead, they are tools that can be used to deter animals from specific situations where workers are 
vulnerable, or where access to a pen may be easier for seals during higher risk activities (e.g. bathing, 
harvesting) when infrastructure is compromised.  
 
If salmon are accessible (e.g. through holes in nets, mort bins or pinch points during operations), 
deterrents are likely to become less effective.  This is because the chance of reaching the reward 
(salmon) will increasingly outweigh the negative effects of the deterrents.  
 



You need to recognise individuals, there is nothing gained in punishing one individual for another’s 
actions. We also need to quantify the use of deterrents to assess whether they are effective.  
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Description 

Seal Control Units (“Crackers”) resemble a large firework and are safe in operation if used in 
the prescribed manner.  They are classified explosives 1.4E under the Explosives Regulations 
2012 and are potentially dangerous if misused.  Each device is a wound cardboard cylinder 
83mm long and 16mm in diameter.  It has a waterproof fuse on one end and is weighted on 
the other to improve its sinking characteristics.  (See Figure 1 below) 

 

 
Seal Control Unit (“Crackers”) 

 

How Seal Control Units (“Crackers”) Work 
The seal control Units (“Crackers”) are used to temporarily repel seals from work areas around 
fish farms and commercial fishing vessels.  Detonation creates a percussion or shock wave, 
which causes discomfort to the seals auditory system (inner ear) and causes the seal to swim 
away.  It has been reported that repeated use can achieve a behavioural modified response.  
That is, the seal’s behaviour is changed.   
 
Usage  

Each seal cracker unit is individually ignited and thrown into the water towards the rear end 
of the seal but no closer than two metres to the seal, OR no closer than two metres from a 
seal’s last observed place of submersion: never near the head. Depending on the salinity of 
the water and the arc through which it was thrown, each unit (“Cracker”) should detonate 
within 8-9 seconds and should sink to a depth of 3-5 metres before detonation. 

Seal Deterrent Device 

Deployment of Seal Control Unit (Crackers) (MRCRA) 
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Correct methods of deployment are essential if the unit (“Cracker”) is to be effective.  A Seal 
Deterrent Permit, MRCRA – Deployment of Seal Control Units (Crackers) is issued on the 
condition that correct, prescribed usage is followed.   

SEAL DETERRENT DEVICE: SEAL CONTROL UNIT (CRACKER) (MRCRA)  

Use and Storage  
 
Cracker devices may only be deployed by holders of a valid Seal Deterrent Permit, MRCRA – 
Deployment of Seal Control Units (Crackers) and only on fur seals (Arctocephalus spp.) within 
the boundaries of the marine farming lease or operational area defined in the permit.  
 
Dispense and storage of Cracker devices is restricted to a Designated Marine Farm Operational 
Base (DMFOB). Marine farming lease holders may have several DMFOBs, including operations 
vessels, provided the sites are approved by NRE TAS.  
 
Cracker devices are classified as a Class 1.4E explosive under the Australian Dangerous Goods 
Code and as such are regulated in Tasmania under the Explosives Act 2012 and associated 
Statutory Rules. All applicable legislative requirements for possession, transport, use and 
storage of Cracker devices must be complied with.  
 
When Cracker devices are not in use for the purpose prescribed, they must be stored 
appropriately at a DMFOB. 
  
Compliance with all conditions on a Seal Deterrent Permit, MRCRA – Deployment of Seal 
Control Units (Crackers) is mandatory.  
 
Safety  
 
In the event that discharge of a Cracker device is seen to cause an obvious injury to a seal, the 
incident must, within one hour of the event, be reported to a NRE TAS Contact Officer.  
 
Approved seal deterrent devices may be used in conjunction with each other. However, a 
maximum limit of ten (10) Crackers, three (3) Seal Scare Caps and three (3) Beanbag devices 
can be deployed towards any one fur seal in a fish containment pen within a six-hour period.  
 
Permit holders are responsible for developing appropriate Work Health and Safety policies and 
procedures for use of seal deterrent devices.  
 
Prohibitions 
  
Cracker devices must not be used to harass fur seals remote from marine farming activities.  
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Cracker devices must not be used in a manner likely to injure a fur seal. Cracker devices must 
not be thrown towards the head of a fur seal, or land within two metres of a fur seal or a fur 
seal’s last observed place of submergence.  
 
Cracker devices must be used as single units only and must not be modified in any way.  
 
Cracker devices must not be used on a marine farming lease when a whale or dolphin is known 
to be within that marine farming lease. 
 
Record Keeping  
 
Records of the usage, rate of usage and effectiveness of Cracker devices must be kept by the 
permit holder. Record forms must be returned to a NRE TAS Contact Officer within five (5) 
business days from the end of each calendar month. NRE TAS may review Seal Deterrent 
Records prior to issuing further Cracker devices. 
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DO  

 DO  use the cracker devices singly 

 DO  use an intense flame to light, not a lighted cigarette 

 DO  light the fuse tip and throw away immediately 

 DO  throw towards the fur seal’s rear but not closer than two metres 

 DO  use in a marine environment only 

 DO  record all details as required in usage log -book 
 

 DO  ensure no divers are present in the area 
 

DO within one hour (1) notify NRE TAS contact officer if the deployment of the 
cracker device is seen to cause injury to seal 

 

 
X  DON’T 

X  DON’T             use for any other purpose 
 
X  DON’T             throw towards the head of the seal 
 
X  DON’T  discharge device closer than two meters from a seal or within two metres of a 

fur seal’s last observed place of submergence.  
 
 

IMPORTANT:  The following points are critical for correct deployment of MRCRA – 
Deployment of Seal Control Units (Crackers) devices, the safety of workers and the welfare 
of seals. 
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EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2012 (S.R. 2012, NO. 128) - REG 24  

24. Explosives not to be directly handled near naked flames, &c.  

      (1) Except as provided by subregulation (2), a person must not directly handle explosives 
(including fireworks) if he or she is carrying a naked flame or another kind of exposed live 
ignition source.  

Penalty:  

Fine not exceeding 50 penalty units.  

      (2) A person who is using fireworks or safety fuses lawfully does not commit an offence 
under subregulation (1) merely by striking and using matches or by lighting and using tapers or 
other kinds of live ignition sources in connection with the immediate firing of those fireworks or 
safety fuses.  

 

EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2012 (S.R. 2012, NO. 128) - REG 25  

25. Explosives not to be directly handled by smokers  

A person must not directly handle explosives (including fireworks) if he or she is smoking 
tobacco or another substance.  

Penalty:  

Fine not exceeding 50 penalty units 

 

EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2012 (S.R. 2012, NO. 128) - REG 26  

26. Explosives not to be directly handled by intoxicated or incapacitated persons  

A person must not directly handle explosives (including fireworks) if he or she is –  

(a) consuming or under the influence of intoxicating liquor; or  

(b) consuming or under the influence of an intoxicating drug or medication; or  

(c) by reason of any injury, illness or infirmity of which he or she is aware, incapable of handling 
the explosives safely.  

Penalty:  
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Fine not exceeding 50 penalty units.  

 

EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2012 (S.R. 2012, NO. 128) - REG 34  

34. Places to be placarded if explosives present  

      (1) In this regulation –  

class label , of an explosive, means its class label within the meaning of the Australian 
Explosives Code, Australian Dangerous Goods Code or GHS;  

fireworks does not include Type 2 fireworks that are lawfully purchased and held in readiness 
for a fireworks display for which a fireworks display permit has been issued under regulation 88.  

Note: These regulations do not apply to Type 1 fireworks as they are exempt explosives. 

      (2) This regulation applies if there are explosives (including fireworks) at any place.  

      (3) The occupier of the place must ensure that, while the explosives are at the place –  

(a) at least one placard clearly bearing the word "HAZCHEM" and the class label of the 
explosives is conspicuously displayed at each public and private entrance to the place; and  

(b) each magazine used in connection with the explosives at the place is placarded and marked in 
accordance with AS 2187.1.  

Penalty:  

In the case of –  

(a) an offence committed in respect of an explosives location, 150 penalty units; or  

(b) for any other offence, 50 penalty units.  
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Deployment of Beanbags (MRBBA) 

Description 
Beanbags are a less-lethal seal deterrent device.  Beanbag devices resemble a standard 12-guage shot gun cartridge 
(58mm long and 20mm diameter) but are loaded with a lead shot filled fabric bag.   

 
 

Beanbag Device 
 

How Beanbag Devices Work 

Each beanbag device is loaded with a lead shot filled fabric bag. This is designed to distribute the impact force 
over a greater surface area and cause the animal discomfort. If used correctly, the beanbag device will not 
penetrate the skin and therefore cause no permanent damage.  The animals, when hit, should move away from 
the area. The operational range is from two to six metres (6’-20’).  The beanbag device may be used beyond this 
range, but the effect and accuracy are greatly reduced. 

 
 

 

 

It is designed to be non-penetrating but may cause severe injury or death if fired at point blank range.  This is 
why the manufacturers call them ‘less-lethal’.  
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SEAL DETERRENT DEVICE: BEANBAGS (MRBBA)  
 
Use and Storage  
 
Beanbag devices may only be deployed by holders of a Seal Deterrent Device Permit, MRBBA Deployment of 
Beanbags (MRBBA) (or accredited DPIPWE officers) and only on fur seals (Arctocephalus spp.) within the boundaries 
of the marine farming lease or marine farm operations defined in the permit.  
 
Beanbag devices are classified as ammunition under the Firearms Act 1996. A Category ‘A’ Firearms Licence with a 
Purpose 3 (Primary Production) endorsement specific to marine farm operations under the Firearms Act 1996 must 
be held by the permit holder deploying or possessing Beanbag devices.  
 
Dispense and storage of Beanbag devices is restricted to a Designated Marine Farm Operational Base (DMFOB). 
Marine farming lease holders may have a number of DMFOB’s, including operations vessels, provided the sites are 
approved by DPIPWE.  
 
All applicable WorkSafe Tasmania and Firearms Act 1996 requirements for the possession, transport, use and 
storage of Beanbag devices and firearms must be complied with. A storage unit as described in the Firearms Act 
1996 for Category A and B firearms and ammunition is the standard of storage that is required to lawfully store 
Beanbag devices and firearms.  
 
When Beanbag devices are not in use for the purpose prescribed, they must be stored at a DMFOB.  
 
Compliance with all conditions on a Seal Deterrent Device Permit, MRBBA – Deployment of Beanbags (MRBBA) is 
mandatory.  
 
A Beanbag device may only be deployed with the aim of scaring a seal to encourage it to vacate a fish containment 
pen or deter it from interacting with marine farm infrastructure or staff.  
 
Safety  
 
Beanbag devices must only be discharged from a 12-guage shotgun with a choke-less full cylinder barrel.  
 
In the event that impact of a Beanbag device is seen to cause an obvious injury to a fur seal, then the incident must, 
within one hour of the event, be reported to a DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
 
Approved seal deterrent devices may be used in conjunction with each other. However, a maximum limit of ten (10) 
Crackers, three (3) Seal Scare Caps and three (3) Beanbag devices can be deployed towards any one fur seal in a fish 
containment pen within a six-hour period.  
 
Permit holders are responsible for developing appropriate Work Health and Safety policies and procedures for use of 
seal deterrent devices. 
 
Prohibitions  
 
Beanbag devices must not be used to harass fur seals remote from marine farming activities.  
 
Beanbag devices must not be used in a manner likely to cause injury to a fur seal. Beanbag devices must not be 
deliberately discharged towards the head of a fur seal, or when the fur seal is within two (2) meters of the person 
deploying the Beanbag device.  
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Record Keeping  
 
Records of the usage, rate of usage and effectiveness of Beanbag devices must be kept by the permit holder. Record 
forms must be returned to a DPIPWE Contact Officer within five (5) business days from the end of each calendar 
month. DPIPWE may review Seal Deterrent Records prior to issuing further Beanbag devices. 
 
 

 

DO 

 DO  use only the correct choke-less full cylinder 12-gauge shotgun 
 

 DO  discharge towards the seal’s rear but not closer than two metres 
 

 DO  store all firearms and deterrent devices in a Firearms Act 1996 compliant storage unit at a 
                             Designated Marine Farm Operational Base (DMFOB) approved by DPIPWE, Wildlife Management 
                             Branch 

 DO use only against fur seals 
 

 DO  record all details as required in usage log -book 
 

DO within one hour (1) notify DPIPWE contact officer if the impact of the Beanbag device is seen to 
cause injury to seal 

 
 

X  DON’T 

X  DON’T  attempt shot through water 
 

X  DON’T  use for any other purpose. 
 

X  DON’T  discharge device closer than two meters from a seal. 
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Deployment of Seal Scare Caps (MRSSC) Test Paper 
 
Name:    Date:  
 
Please read each question carefully, then circle the letter of the correct answer.  
 

 
1. Who is authorized to use Seal Scare Cap devices? 

a. Any Marine Farm staff member 
b. Accredited NRE Tas officers, or seal deterrent device “Seal Scare Cap” permit holders 
c. A person with a firearms license 

 
2. Where must Seal Scare Cap Devices be stored? 

a. In a lockable box 
b. Anywhere providing they are out of the reach of children 
c. In Firearms Act 1996 compliant storage unit and at a designated marine farm operational base 

(DMFOB) approve by NRE Tas. 
 

3. What is the minimum distance a Seal Scare Cap device may be discharged towards a seal? 
a. 1 meters 
b. 2 meters 
c. 5meters 

 
4. What category firearms license is required to be eligible for a Seal Deterrent Devise permit “Seal Scare 

Cap”? 
a. Category ‘A’ with a purpose 3 (Primary Production) issued under The Firearms Act 1996 
b. Category ‘C’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 
c. Category ‘D’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 

 
5. If the impact of a Seal Scare Cap device is seen to cause an obvious injury to a seal, then the incident must 

be reported to a NRE Tas Contact Officer within how many hours? 
a. 1 hour 
b. 2 hours 
c. 3 hours 

 
6. What sorts of firearm are Seal Scare Cap devices fired from? 

a. .22 rifle 
b. 12-guage shotgun with a choke-less full cylinder barrel 
c. Pneu Dart model 193/196 cartridge fired rifle or NRE Tas approved firearm 
 

7. A Seal Scare Cap device must not be fired towards what part of the seal? 
a. The head 
b. The flippers 
c. Any part visible other than the head 

 
8. What coloured Power Load cap should be used in Pneu Dart model 193/196 cartridge fired rifle or NRE 

Tas approved firearm? 
a. Red 
b. Green 
c. Yellow 

 
9. ____ Where are Australian Fur Seals scheduled under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations? 

 
a. Protected 
b. Partly Protected 
c. Specially Protected 

 
SCORE:   / 9 
SIGNED: ____________________ 
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TRAPPING, HOLDING AND RELEASE (MRTHR)   

 

Trapping of fur seals on a marine farming lease may only be undertaken by holders of a Permit to Take 
Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in Special Cases – Fur Seals (Arctocephalus spp.) within 
the boundaries of the marine farming lease or marine farm operations defined in the permit.  

Trapped seals may be released on site, or transported using a DPIPWE-approved method to a DPIPWE-
approved release area (see section 5.3 Minimum Requirements 2018A).  The process may include an 
approved holding period in a DPIPWE-approved designated holding facility, and must be conducted 
by an approved operator using transport cages and a transport method approved by DPIPWE.   

Permanent, temporary, spatial or seasonal restrictions on the number of seals that may be trapped, 
held, transported or released may be imposed by DPIPWE to manage the risk of adverse impacts on 
the well-being and livelihood of Tasmanian industries and communities or to manage animal welfare 
matters.   

Permit holders have a duty of care during the period any seal is held within a trap or cage until it is 
safely released.  The permit holder must report any seals in their possession exhibiting signs of injury 
or showing other signs of compromised welfare to a DPIPWE Contact Officer as soon as possible and, 
where practicable:  

(i)   Be examined by a veterinarian or DPIPWE Contact Officer within 24 hours of capture, in 
order to perform an animal welfare safety check; or  

(ii)  If an examination is impractical, must be photographed and released at a release site 
determined by a DPIPWE Contact Officer without delay.   

A seal held within a trap or cage or in the process of being released must not be deliberately harassed 
or stressed at any time.  Any action of deliberate striking or deliberate exposure to noise likely to 
create stress will constitute an offence and result in a permit being cancelled and/or personnel 
prosecuted. 
 
  
Trapping Seals  
Only persons, who hold a current Permit to Take Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in 
Special Cases – Fur Seals (Arctocephalus spp.) are authorised to deploy a seal trap.   
  
Only traps approved and tagged by a DPIPWE contact officer may be used.  Trap approval is valid for 
a period of one year following inspection and tagging.  Approved traps must include the following 
specifications:   

(i) Maximum mesh size of 90 mm (bar); and  
(ii) Floatation that maintains a minimum 400 mm air space at all times (including during 
towing) across the entire water surface area internal to the trap.    

 
Traps must be in good repair and have no sharp edges that could cause injury to a seal.   
 
An approved seal trap can be used only on the marine farming lease or marine farming operations 
defined in the Permit.  
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Seal traps set overnight must be checked for the presence of a seal by 07:00 the following morning.  
Any traps that remain set to catch a seal during daylight hours must be checked every two (2) hours 
between the hours of 07:00 and 19:00.   
 
Between the hours of 07:00 and 19:00, any trap found to be containing a seal must be either:  

(i) Cleared immediately by releasing the trapped seal within the marine farming lease; or  
(ii) Removed from the water as soon as possible and taken to a designated holding facility.  

 
If a seal is to be held in the water for longer than six (6) hours, other than where specifically 
authorised under permit, approval must be obtained from a DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
 
If multiple seals have been trapped on the same day, traps holding seals with the greatest welfare 
risk (e.g. seals in severe distress) must be dealt with first.  Seals must then be prioritised in order of 
capture duration, with the seal held longest in captivity dealt with first.   
 
All trapped fur seals (except those released immediately from traps), including recaptured 
individuals, must be:   

(i) Scanned for the presence of an identification micro-chip by a person trained in the 
procedure by a registered veterinarian and with appropriate authority, then;  

a) If a micro-chip is present the number must be recorded on the Seal Trapping and 
Monitoring Record;  
b) If a micro-chip is not present a micro-chip must be inserted where possible by a 
person trained in the procedure by a registered veterinarian with appropriate 
authority and the number recorded on the Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record;  
c) If insertion of the micro-chip is deemed to present an unacceptable risk to 
personnel or place undue stress on the seal, a unique bleach mark may be applied to 
the seal by a person trained in the procedure following approval from a DPIPWE 
Contact Officer.  The location and nature of the bleach mark must be recorded on 
the Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record;  

(ii) Weighed where practical; and  
(iii) Identified to species.   

  
Bycatch, i.e. trapped wildlife species other than Australian or New Zealand (long nosed) fur seals, 
must be photographed and released immediately outside the marine farming lease and reported to 
a DPIPWE Contact Officer within 24 hours of capture.  If the animal is exhibiting signs of injury or 
other welfare concerns, a DPIPWE Contact Officer must be contacted for advice and instruction.  
 
Compliance with all conditions on a Permit to Take Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in 
Special Cases – Fur Seals (Arctocephalus spp.) is mandatory.  
 
Permit holders or their employer are responsible for developing appropriate Work Health and Safety 
policies and procedures for seal trapping activities.  
  
Holding Trapped Seals  
If a fur seal is to be held for an approved period (see 5.4) prior to transport and/or release, the seal 
must be transferred to an approved Holding Cage (DPIPWE current approval tag attached), or to an 
alternative holding mechanism approved by DPIPWE.  Cage approval is valid for a period of one year 
following inspection and tagging.    
 
A Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record for each seal held must be filled in immediately and fixed to 
the holding cage during the time the seal is captive.  Details on the sheet must be updated 
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immediately as required.  A Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record (relevant sections) must also be 
filled out if a seal is released immediately and not held.   
 
If a fur seal is to be held in a trap in the water for longer than six (6) hours, other than where 
specifically authorised under permit, approval must be obtained from a DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
 
A holding cage must provide a seal with adequate ventilation and shade from direct sunlight at all 
times.   
 
A holding cage must be in good repair and have no sharp edges that could cause injury to a seal.  
 
Only one fur seal at a time may be held in a holding cage.  Enough room must be available to a seal 
in a holding cage to allow for:  

(i) The seal to extend to its full length plus 300 mm when the animal is lying flat; and   
(ii) The free movement of the seal’s pectoral flippers.   

  
A DPIPWE-approved holding cage must incorporate the following specifications:  

(i)    Cage mesh size must not exceed 90 mm (bar);  
(ii)   A holding cage may have a crush capability; and 
(iii)  All doors must be fitted with a locking pin.  

  
Holding of a fur seal must be at a DPIPWE-approved designated holding facility within one hour 
vessel transport time from the marine farming lease in which that seal was trapped.  
 
Holding of seals within a designated holding facility must be conducted as described in a DPIPWE-
approved Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) developed by the Permit holder.   
 
Seals that are repeatedly captured and held within a short period of time may be at heighted animal 
welfare risk due to increased stress or an inability to sufficiently feed or rest between captures.  The 
SOP developed by the Permit holder must include a mitigation strategy if made aware of at-risk 
individual seals by DPIPWE following inspection of Seal Trapping and Monitoring Records.    
 
Within an approved designated holding facility, a holding cage containing a fur seal must be spaced 
at a distance of at least the length of that cage from any other cage containing a seal.  A space of at 
least one (1) metre must be maintained on all sides of the cage from any other obstacle to ensure 
adequate air flow.  
 
Holding cages containing a fur seal must not be stacked on top of each other.   
 
Any holding cage containing a seal in a designated holding facility must be elevated to allow air to 
flow under the cage.  
 
When the ambient air temperature is 18°C or above a continuous spray of cool water must be left 
running over any holding cage containing a seal.  Alternatively, after consulting with and approval 
from a DPIPWE Contact Officer, a seal may be contained in a trap in the water for longer than 6 (six) 
hours if under an approved monitoring protocol.  
 
The permit holder must ensure that a DPIPWE Contact Officer is immediately advised if any captive 
seal displays unusual symptoms (e.g. regurgitation, lethargy) and shall comply with any instruction 
given by that Officer.  
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Seals held in captivity within a designated holding facility must be visually checked every two (2) 
hours to assess welfare, with checks logged on each seal’s Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record.  
 
Noise from equipment and personnel within an approved designated holding facility must be 
minimised as much as possible whenever seals are held in the facility.   
  
Transport and Release of Seals  
A seal may only be transported in an approved trap or transport cage via vessel for the purposes of 
taking it to an approved designated holding facility or for release.       
 
A seal must not be transported over land (except when being moved within a designated holding 
facility) unless approved by DPIPWE for animal welfare or biosecurity reasons.  
 
Seals may only be released into the water on the marine farming lease in which they were trapped, 
or at the designated holding facility at which it was held.  The marine farming lease used for release 
must be a marine farming lease held by the permit holder.   
 
Any other release area will be subject to approval by DPIPWE on a case by case basis.  In cases where 
the permit holder cannot transport the seal to an alternative approved release area themselves, the 
holder of a Permit to Possess Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in Special Cases – Fur Seals 
(Arctocephalus spp.) is required to notify an Approved Seal Transport Service Provider (ASTSP) as 
soon as possible following the trapping of that seal.  If multiple seals have been trapped on the same 
day, the seal that has been held captive the longest must be removed first.  
 
Transport of seals, including via vessel, must not occur under circumstances where the permit holder 
or an ASTSP, in consultation with a DPIPWE Contact Officer, deems that:  

(i) A trapped seal/s is unsuitable for transport for reasons of animal welfare; or   
(ii) The likelihood that transport and release will not be achieved before prescribed release 
deadlines (see 5.4).   

 
Under such circumstances, seal/s must be released into the water on the marine farming lease in 
which it was captured or at the designated holding facility at which it was held, or at a release area 
required by the DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
 
If an ASTSP is unable to transport a seal to an intended approved release area within the relevant 
time restrictions, the seal must instead be released into the water on the marine farm lease in which 
it was captured or at the designated holding facility lease area at which it was held, unless instructed 
to use an alternative release area by a DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
 
Only one seal may be held in each compartment of the DPIPWE approved transport cage (DPIPWE 
approval tag attached, valid for a period of one year following inspection and tagging).  Enough room 
must be available to each seal in the compartment of the approved transport cage to allow for:  

(i) The seal to extend to its full length plus 300 mm when lying flat; and  
(ii) The free movement of its pectoral flippers and not impeded by the approved holding 
cage compartment divider, except if being corralled for microchipping.   

  
A DPIPWE-approved transport cage must incorporate the following specifications:  

(i) Cage must be in good repair and have no sharp edges that could cause injury to a seal;  
(ii) Cage mesh size must not exceed 90 mm (bar);  
(iii) Each seal compartment must be no less than 900 mm wide (optimum 1100 mm), 1700 
mm in length (optimum 1800 mm) and 800 mm high (optimum 1000 mm);  
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(iv) Each seal compartment must have an unrestricted crush capability;  
(v) Each seal compartment must have small side access doors to enable free and safe access 
to a seal without having to open the main access door; and  
(vi) All doors must be fitted with a locking pin.  

  
Transport cages must not be stacked on top of each other during transportation.  
 
Adequate ventilation and shade from direct sun must be provided to all seals at all times during 
transportation.  
 
Seals must be periodically wetted with cool water during transportation.   
 
Seals must not be visible to the public during transportation.   
 
All seals involved in the transport and release process must be accompanied by their Seal Trapping 
and Monitoring Record which must be filled in immediately during each process.  
 
Holders of a Permit to Possess Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in Special Cases – Fur 
Seals (Arctocephalus spp.) are responsible for developing appropriate Work Health and Safety 
policies and procedures to follow during the transport process.  
 
The conditions specified on a Permit to Possess Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in 
Special Cases – Fur Seals (Arctocephalus spp.) are mandatory.  The permit holder must comply with 
all conditions of the permit.  
 
Prescribed Holding, Transport and Release Times   
When the ambient air temperature is below 24°C, the maximum time that may elapse between 
capture of a seal in an approved trap and release of that seal is 48 hours unless a longer period has 
specifically been approved by a DPIPWE Contact Officer or is authorised under a valid permit.    
 
When the ambient air temperature is 24°C or above, the maximum time to elapse between capture 
of a seal in an approved trap and release of that seal is 24 hours unless a longer period has 
specifically been approved by a DPIPWE Contact Officer or is authorised under a valid permit.   
 
When the ambient air temperature is 24°C or above, transport of a seal from the capture site to a 
designated DPIPWE-approved holding facility or release area must occur between the hours of 1600 
and 1100 unless otherwise approved by a DPIPWE Contact Officer.    
 
Approval for holding a seal for a longer period than specified above will only be given in 
circumstances where a DPIPWE Contact Officer is satisfied that an extension of time is necessary and 
the extension does not present an unacceptable risk to the welfare of the seal.   
  
Prohibitions  
Deliberate feeding of seals must not occur in Marine Farming Development Plan Zones or marine 
farming leases unless authorised under a valid permit.   
 
Trapped seals must not be held in a trap in the water for longer than six (6) hours unless otherwise 
approved by a DPIPWE Contact Officer.  
  
Record Keeping   
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The Permit holder involved in the trapping of a seal must complete a Seal Trapping and Monitoring 
Record for every seal trapped and this must accompany a seal for the time it is held.       
 
Seal Trapping and Monitoring Records for all seals trapped (including those released immediately 
and those held in holding cages for an approved period must be forwarded weekly to DPIPWE.   
 
All seal trapping, marking and release records will be made available by DPIPWE to the broader 
industry.  
 
DPIPWE may retain copies of Seal Trapping and Monitoring Records for reference in relation to any 
future permit applications. 
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Traps 
 

• Only traps previously approved as suitable by a DPIPWE contact officer (see Annex A) may be used.  
Minimum trap standards must be employed which include a maximum mesh size of 90mm (bar), 
and a minimum 400mm air space flotation at all times (including during towing) across all the 
free surface water area internal to the trap. Current approval tags must be attached to the cage. 
(see Fig. 1) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 Fig. 1 Seal trap 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holding Cage 

 

• Only Holding cages previously approved and tagged as suitable by the DPIPWE contact 
officer may be used.  Minimum holding cage standards must be employed which include a 
maximum mesh size of 90mm (bar). Approval tags must be attached to the trap (see Fig. 2).  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2 Holding Cage 
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DO: 
 

DO 

 DO  Use only traps previously approved as suitable and tagged by the DPIPWE  

 DO  Ensure that only persons who hold a current ‘Permit to Take Protected Wildlife 
in Special Cases’ deploy a trap for the purpose of trapping a seal.  

 DO  Remove the trap containing the seal from the water and located on land or place 
under effective control as soon as possible, but within 6 (six) hours of capture. 

 DO  When the ambient air temperature is above 18 degrees Celsius allow a stream of 
water (hose) to be left running over the approved holding cage. Adequate 
ventilation and shade from direct sun must also be provided. 

 DO  When the ambient air temperature is between 0 and 23 degrees Celsius the 
maximum time to elapse between containment of a seal in an approved trap and 
holding cage and release of that seal is 48 hours unless a longer period has 
specifically been approved by a DPIPWE contact officer. 

 DO  Allow only one seal at a time may be held in each compartment of a holding cage. 
However enough room must be available to each seal in a compartment of an 
approved Holding Cage (DPIPWE approval tag attached) to allow for; 

 
a) The animal to extend to its full length plus 300mm when lying flat  

 
b) The free movement of its pectoral flippers and not impeded by the approved 

holding cage compartment divider, except when being corralled for transfer  
 

 

 DO  When the ambient air temperature is 24 degrees Celsius or above the maximum 
time to elapse between containment of a seal in an approved trap or holding cage 
and release of that seal is 24 hours unless a longer period has specifically been 
approved by a DPIPWE contact officer. 

 DO  Fill out ALL aspects of Seal Trapping Log and make all records available to the 
ASRSP at the time of collection of the trapped seal.    

 

 

IMPORTANT:  The following points are critical for correct procedure during the seal 

trapping process 
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X  DON’T 

X  DON’T  Harass or stress by forceful striking or loud noise the trapped seal.    

X  DON’T  Allow an excessive number of people to be involved in the transfer of the contained 
seal. 

X  DON’T  Free feed seals. 

 

 

 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT CONTACT OFFICER (WMB) 

MARINE HOTLINE: 0427 942 537 
 
 



SEAL TRAPPING AND MONITORING RECORD 

Record of fur seals captured by permit holders on marine farm leases in Tasmania, as required under the Seal 
Management Framework 2018.  A separate Seal Sedation Record should be used for any captures involving 
sedation. 

1/2 
 

 

AQUACULTURE COMPANY: __________________________________________________________________ 

RESPONSIBLE STAFF: __________________________________________________________________ 

TRAPPING PERMIT NO. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: Marine Farming Lease: 

 

THE SEAL: 

Australian Fur Seal New Zealand (long-nosed) Fur Seal Recapture New Capture 

Sex:       

M     /      F 

Testes Visible? 

YES   /    NO 

ID number (microchip) and bleach mark 

(if applicable): 

 

Or place microchip sticker here. 
Had the seal been exposed to seal deterrent devices prior to or during 

trapping:                              YES     /      NO 

Seal body condition (emaciated, healthy, excellent, obese; describe any injuries, and general appearance): 

Seal behaviour in trap: (relaxed, alert, active, heightened (including active avoidance behaviour)): 

TRAPPING: 

Trap number: Trap set inside or outside of fish pen:   

            IN       /      OUT 

Fish pen number and position (if 

applicable): 

Date & Time trap set: Date & Time seal known to be 

trapped: 

Date & Time seal landed: 

HOLDING AND MONITORING: 

Time of arrival at holding facility: Holding cage number: Designated Holding Facility: 

Measured weight of seal (kg): Total length of seal (cm): 
See overleaf for recording 2-hourly 

monitoring checks. 

RELEASE: 

Date and time of release: Time elapsed since seal 

first trapped (hours): 

Release location: Did seal remain on lease after 

release: 

             YES   /    NO 



SEAL TRAPPING AND MONITORING RECORD 

Record of fur seals captured by permit holders on marine farm leases in Tasmania, as required under the Seal 
Management Framework 2018.  A separate Seal Sedation Record should be used for any captures involving 
sedation. 

2/2 
 

Seal ID: ____________________ 

CAPTIVE SEAL OBSERVATIONS 

Seals held in captivity must be visually checked at least once every two hours (5.2.16, Minimum Requirements 2018A).  

Also record when responsibility of seal is transferred to a new Responsible Officer. 

Date and 

Time 

Ambient temp. 

(°C) in cage 
Movement 

Condition and 

Behaviour 

Responsible 

Officer* 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

*All staff responsible for fur seals held in captivity must hold a valid Permit to Possess Specially Protected and Protected 

Wildlife in Special Cases – Fur Seals (Arctocephalus) 

MONITORING OBSERVATION CLASSIFICATIONS 

Movement: e.g. walking, upright, prone, twitching, none, etc. 

Condition and Behaviour: e.g. panting, vocalising, alert, agitated, relaxed, lethargic, etc. 

 

Use all or additional descriptions that apply.   

Please note any unusual behaviours.  If a seal is injured or shows other signs of compromised welfare and contact a DPIPWE Contact Officer 

immediately for advice.  



Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
GPO Box 44, Hobart TAS 7001 
Ph: (03) 6165 4305 
Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 
Web: https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program 

Seal Deterrent Permit 
This permit is granted under the authority of Regulation 48 of the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021 

and 

 pursuant to Regulation 37  

Name 

Address 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

Permit no: 

A XXXX 

This permit authorises the possession and use of the below listed deterrent device(s) to deter Australian Fur Seal 

(Arctocephalus pusillus) & Long-nosed Fur Seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) from interfering with a commercial fish 

farming activity of the Licensee (Marine Farming): 

Cracker 

Subject to the following conditions: 

1. The permit holder, under the direction of the Licensee (Marine Farming), may only undertake activities pursuant 

to this permit on or near the marine farming lease(s) or sublease(s) held by the Licensee (Marine Farming) under 

the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 and where all the marine farming infrastructure and equipment and 

procedures are compliant with the standards and requirements contained in the Wildlife Exclusion Measures 

(MRWEM) of the Minimum Requirements for the Mitigation of Seal Interactions with Aquaculture Staff and 

Infrastructure 2018A (Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment - DPIPWE, and as 

amended from time to time) (hereafter referred to as the Minimum Requirements 2018A). 

2. The above permitted deterrent devices are only as defined by the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 

2021 and described in the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

3. This permit is only of effect while the permit holder is employed or contracted by the holder of a marine farming 

licence, under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995, specified as the Licensee (Marine Farming) 

on this permit. 

4. The permit holder must comply with all requirements for Seal Control Unit (Cracker) deterrent devices (MRCRA) 

contained in the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

5. No more than ten (10) cracker devices can be used towards any one fur seal within a six (6) hour period. 

6. Cracker devices must only be thrown, without prior modification, one at a time to explode at least two (2) metres 

from any fur seal or the last observed location of any fur seal. 

Licensee (Marine Farming): 

XXXX 

This permit is effective from XXXX and will expire at midnight on XXXX. 

Granted by: XXXX Granted Date: XXXX 

XXXX 

Delegate of the Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania 

        Signed: ............................................................ 

XXXX 

                      Nominated person of XXXX 

Date: .......................... 

 



Marine 

Natural Values Science Service 

Ph: (03) 6165 4305 

Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 

Permit no:  A XXXX 

Your Compliance Obligations 
Your legal obligations can be found under the relevant legislation at https://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au. Some of these 

key obligations include, but not limited to, the following: 

- Those acting under the authority of this permit must only use the deterrent devices specified under this permit 

when it is necessary for the viability of the commercial fish farm. 

- The permit holder must comply with all relevant legal obligations in carrying out activities under and incidental to 

this permit. 

- Cracker devices are explosives, subject to dangerous goods legislation and are also classified as Dangerous 

Articles under the Police Offences Act 1935. You must comply with all laws relating to explosives and dangerous 

goods and articles, including when you acquire, transport, store, possess and any activity incidental to the use of 

cracker devices. If you have questions about the Explosives Act 2012 or its regulations, or the Dangerous Goods 

(Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 or its regulations, contact WorkSafe Tasmania. 

- The permit holder must notify the Secretary or their delegate, if he or she is convicted of a relevant offence 

during the currency of this permit. 



Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
GPO Box 44, Hobart TAS 7001 
Ph: (03) 6165 4305 
Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 
Web: https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program 

Seal Deterrent Permit 
This permit is granted under the authority of Regulation 48 of the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021 

and 

 pursuant to Regulation 37  

Name 

Address 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

Permit no: 

A XXXX 

This permit authorises the possession and use of the below listed deterrent device(s) to deter Australian Fur Seal 

(Arctocephalus pusillus) & Long-nosed Fur Seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) from interfering with a commercial fish 

farming activity of the Licensee (Marine Farming): 

Beanbag 

Subject to the following conditions: 

1. The permit holder, under the direction of the Licensee (Marine Farming), may only undertake activities pursuant 

to this permit on or near the marine farming lease(s) or sublease(s) held by the Licensee (Marine Farming) under 

the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 and where all the marine farming infrastructure and equipment and 

procedures are compliant with the standards and requirements contained in the Wildlife Exclusion Measures 

(MRWEM) of the Minimum Requirements for the Mitigation of Seal Interactions with Aquaculture Staff and 

Infrastructure 2018A (Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment - DPIPWE, and as 

amended from time to time) (hereafter referred to as the Minimum Requirements 2018A). 

2. The above permitted deterrent devices are only as defined by the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 

2021 and described in the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

3. This permit is only of effect while the permit holder is employed or contracted by the holder of a marine farming 

licence, under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995, specified as the Licensee (Marine Farming) 

on this permit. 

4. No more than three (3) bean bag devices can be used towards any one fur seal within a six (6) hour period. 

5. Bean bag devices must only be discharged from a 12-gauge shotgun with a choke-less full cylinder barrel and 

from a minimum distance of two (2) metres from a fur seal. 

6. The permit holder must comply with all requirements for Beanbag deterrent devices (MRBBA) contained in the 

Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

Licensee (Marine Farming): 

XXXX 

This permit is effective from 01/06/2022 and will expire at midnight on 31/05/2023. 

Granted by: XXXX Granted Date: XXXX 

XXXX 

Delegate of the Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania 

        Signed: ............................................................ 

XXXX 

                      Nominated person of XXXX 

Date: .......................... 

 



Marine 

Natural Values Science Service 

Ph: (03) 6165 4305 

Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 

Permit no:  A XXXX 

Your Compliance Obligations 
Your legal obligations can be found under the relevant legislation at https://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au. Some of these 

key obligations include, but not limited to, the following: 

- Those acting under the authority of this permit must only use the deterrent devices specified under this permit 

when it is necessary for the viability of the commercial fish farm. 

- The permit holder must comply with all relevant legal obligations in carrying out activities under and incidental to 

this permit. 

- Bean bag devices are ammunition and, as such, are defined as dangerous goods under several laws. You must 

comply with all laws relating to the possession, storage and use of ammunition, including when you acquire, 

transport, store, possess or undertake any activity incidental to the use of beanbag devices. If you have 

questions about your obligations under the Firearms Act 1996 or its regulations, contact Tasmanian Police. If you 

have questions about the Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 or its regulations, contact 

WorkSafe Tasmania. 

- The permit holder must notify the Secretary or their delegate, if he or she is convicted of a relevant offence 

during the currency of this permit. 



Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
GPO Box 44, Hobart TAS 7001 
Ph: (03) 6165 4305 
Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 
Web: https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program 

Seal Deterrent Permit 
This permit is granted under the authority of Regulation 48 of the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021 

and 

 pursuant to Regulation 37  

Name 

Address 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

Permit no: 

A XXXX 

This permit authorises the possession and use of the below listed deterrent device(s) to deter Australian Fur Seal 

(Arctocephalus pusillus) & Long-nosed Fur Seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) from interfering with a commercial fish 

farming activity of the Licensee (Marine Farming): 

Seal Scare Cap 

Subject to the following conditions: 

1. The permit holder, under the direction of the Licensee (Marine Farming), may only undertake activities pursuant 

to this permit on or near the marine farming lease(s) or sublease(s) held by the Licensee (Marine Farming) under 

the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 and where all the marine farming infrastructure and equipment and 

procedures are compliant with the standards and requirements contained in the Wildlife Exclusion Measures 

(MRWEM) of the Minimum Requirements for the Mitigation of Seal Interactions with Aquaculture Staff and 

Infrastructure 2018A (Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment - DPIPWE, and as 

amended from time to time) (hereafter referred to as the Minimum Requirements 2018A). 

2. The above permitted deterrent devices are only as defined by the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 

2021 and described in the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

3. This permit is only of effect while the permit holder is employed or contracted by the holder of a marine farming 

licence, under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995, specified as the Licensee (Marine Farming) 

on this permit. 

4. The permit holder must comply with all requirements for Seal Scare Cap deterrent devices (MRSSC) contained in 

the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

5. No more than three (3) Seal Scare Cap devices can be used towards any one fur seal within a six (6) hour 

period. 

6. Seal Scare Caps must only be discharged from a minimum distance of five (5) metres from a fur seal or the last 

observed location of any fur seal. 

Licensee (Marine Farming): 

XXXX 

This permit is effective from XXXX and will expire at midnight on XXXX. 

Granted by: XXXX Granted Date: XXXX 

XXXX 

Delegate of the Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania 

 

 



        Signed: ............................................................ 

                      XXXX 

                      Nominated person of XXXX 

Date: .......................... 

 

 

Marine 

Natural Values Science Service 

Ph: (03) 6165 4305 

Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 

Permit no:  A XXXX 

Your Compliance Obligations 
Your legal obligations can be found under the relevant legislation at https://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au. Some of these 

key obligations include, but not limited to, the following: 

- Those acting under the authority of this permit must only use the deterrent devices specified under this permit 

when it is necessary for the viability of the commercial fish farm. 

- The permit holder must comply with all relevant legal obligations in carrying out activities under and incidental to 

this permit. 

- Seal Scare Cap devices are ammunition and, as such, are defined as dangerous goods under several laws. You 

must comply with all laws relating to the possession, storage and use of ammunition when you acquire, 

transport, store, possess and any activity incidental to the use of Seal Scare Cap devices. If you have questions 

about your obligations under the Firearms Act 1996 or its regulations, contact Tasmanian Police. If you have 

questions about the Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 2010 or its regulations, contact WorkSafe 

Tasmania. 

- The permit holder must notify the Secretary or their delegate, if he or she is convicted of a relevant offence 

during the currency of this permit. 



Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania 
GPO Box 44, Hobart TAS 7001 
Ph: (03) 6165 4305 
Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 
Web: https://nre.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/marine-conservation-program 

Special Purposes Wildlife Permit 
This permit is granted under the authority of Regulation 48 of the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021 

and pursuant to Regulation 38 

Name ................................................................................ Permit no: 

A XXXX 

Address ................................................................................ 

................................................................................ 

This permit authorises the above permit holder to take: 

Australian Fur Seal (Arctocephalus pusillus) & Long-nosed Fur Seal 

(Arctocephalus forsteri) 

Through the means of: 

Trap, Hold and Release 

Subject to the following conditions: 

1. The permit holder, under the direction of the Licensee (Marine Farming), may only undertake activities pursuant 

to this permit on or near the marine farming lease(s) or sublease(s) held by the Licensee (Marine Farming) under 

the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 and where all the marine farming infrastructure and equipment and 

procedures are compliant with the standards and requirements contained in the Wildlife Exclusion Measures 

(MRWEM) of the Minimum Requirements for the Mitigation of Seal Interactions with Aquaculture Staff and 

Infrastructure 2018A (Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment - DPIPWE, and as 

amended from time to time) (hereafter referred to as the Minimum Requirements 2018A). 

2. A Seal may only be transported to and held at a designated holding facility under this permit when there is a 

directly associated Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) developed by the Licensee (Marine Farming) and 

approved by the Department and the permit holder must comply with that SOP. 

3. This permit is only of effect while the permit holder is employed or contracted by the holder of a marine farming 

licence, under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995, specified as the Licensee (Marine Farming) 

on this permit. 

4. In carrying out activities under and incidental to this permit, the permit holder must comply with all requirements 

for Trapping, Holding and Release (MRTHR) contained in the Minimum Requirements 2018A. 

Licensee (Marine Farming): 

XXXX 

This permit is effective from XXXX and will expire at midnight on XXXX. 

Granted by: XXXX Granted Date: XXXX 

XXXX 

Delegate of the Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania 

 



        Signed: ............................................................ 

                      XXXX 

                      Nominated person of XXXX 

Date: .......................... 

 

 

Marine 

Natural Values Science Service 

Ph: (03) 6165 4305 

Email: Seal.Permits@nre.tas.gov.au 

Permit no:  A XXXX 

Your Compliance Obligations 
Your legal obligations can be found under the relevant legislation at https://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au. Some of these 

key obligations include, but not limited to, the following: 

- The treatment of wildlife must be in accordance with the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act 1993, so as to not 

cause unreasonable and unjustifiable pain or suffering to the animal. 

- The permit holder must comply with all relevant legal obligations in carrying out activities under and incidental to 

this permit. 

- An authorised officer may require any person to produce any permit or other document issued to the person 

under the Nature Conservation Act 2002 or the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 and any 

person who fails or refuses to comply with such a requirement is guilty of an offence. You must have this permit 

in your possession while undertaking the activity authorised by the permit. Any directions given by a wildlife 

officer must be complied with. 

- The permit holder must notify the Secretary or their delegate, if he or she is convicted of a relevant offence 

during the currency of this permit. 



SEAL DETERRENT DEVICE 
TRAINING         [   REGISTRATION FORM   ] 

 
 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania  

 

 

 

DATE  ____ / ____ / ____ INSTRUCTOR  __________________________________ 

 

COMPANY __________________________________________________________________ 

SURNAME __________________________________________________________________ 

GIVEN NAME(S) __________________________________________________________________ 

 

RESIDENTIAL __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________    POST CODE  ___________ 

POSTAL  __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS  __________________________________________    POST CODE  ___________ 

HOME PHONE ___________________________ MOBILE ___________________________  

 

FIREARMS LICENCE ___________________________ EXPIRY ___________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

TRAINING COMPONENTS ATTENDED 

 
  TRAPPING     

 
  CRACKERS  

 
  BEAN BAGS  

 
   RELOCATION (ASRSP) 
  
  SEAL SCARE CAPS 
   
  SEDATION TRAINING 

 
 

 
 
TRAINING OFFICER SIGNATURE  _______________________________ DATE ____ / ____ / ____ 
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Deployment of Seal Control Device (“Crackers”) (MRCA) 
Test Paper 

 
Name:    Date:  
 
Please read each question carefully, then circle the letter of the correct answer.  
 
 

1. Who is authorised to use Seal Cracker Devices? 
a. Any marine farm staff member 
b. Accredited NRE Tas officers, or Seal Deterrent Device “Cracker” permit holders 
c. A person with a Firearm Licence 

 
2. Where must Seal Cracker Devices be stored? 

a. In a lock-up area on the operational vessel 
b. Anywhere providing they are out of the reach of children 
c. In an approved storage unit at a designated marine farm operational base (DMFOB) 

 
3. Finish this Prohibition 

To minimise risk of injury, seal cracker devices must not be deliberately thrown 
towards the _______of a seal, or within ________of a seal’s last observed place of 
submersion.   

 
4. How many Seal Cracker Devices may be used at a time? 

a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 3 

 
5. Under what circumstances must a record be made on the Deterrent Usage Log? 

a. If the seal cracker device was effective 
b. If an accident occurred 
c. For every use 

 
6. _____ If a discharge/impact of a Seal Cracker Device is seen to cause an obvious injury to a 

seal, then the incident must be reported to a NRE Tas Contact Officer within how many 
hours? 
a. 1 hour 
b. 2 hours 
c. 3 hours 

 
7. When the fuse of a Seal Cracker Device is lit, how long should you wait before throwing 

it? 
a. Throw it straight away 
b. 2 seconds 
c. 3 seconds 

 
8. How many crackers can be deployed against any one seal in a 6-hour period? 

a. 3 
b. 6 
c. 10 

 
9. _____ Where are Australian Fur Seals are scheduled under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) 

Regulations 2021? 
 
a. Protected 
b. Partly Protected 
c. Specially Protected 
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__ 
 
SCORE:   / 9 
 
SIGNED: ____________________ 
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Deployment of Beanbag Devices (MRBBA) Test Paper 
 
Name:    Date:  
 
Please read each question carefully, then circle the letter of the correct answer.  
 
 
1. Who is authorised to use Beanbag devices? 

a. Any Marine Farm staff member 
b. Accredited NRE Tas officers, or seal deterrent device permit holders 
c. A person with a firearms license 

 
2. Where must Beanbag devices be stored? 

a. In a lock-up area on the Vessel 
b. Anywhere providing they are out of the reach of children 
c. In a Firearms Act 1996 compliant storage unit and at a designated marine farm 

operational base (DMFOB) approved by NRE Tas. 
 
3. What is the minimum distance a Beanbag device may be discharged from towards a seal? 

a. 1 meters 
b. 2 meters 
c. 4 meters 

 
4. What category firearms license is required to be eligible for a seal deterrent device 

“Beanbags” permit  
a. Category ‘A’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 
b. Category ‘C’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 
c. Category ‘D’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 

 
5. In the event that a discharge/impact of a Beanbag device is seen to cause an obvious injury to 

a seal, then the incident must be reported to a NRE Tas Contact Officer within how many 
hours? 
a. 1 hour 
b. 2 hours 
c. 3 hours 

 
6. Beanbag devices may only be discharged from a: 

a. 22 rifle 
b. 12-guage shotgun with a choke-less full cylinder barrel 
c. 12-guage shotgun with full choke 

 
7. A Beanbag device should not be shot towards what part of the seal? 

a. The head 
b. The middle 
c. The rear end 

 
8. How many beanbags can be deployed against any one seal in a 6 hour period? 

a. 3 
b. 6 
c. 10 

 
9. Where are Australian Fur Seals scheduled under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 

2021? 
a. Protected 
b. Partly Protected 
c. Specially Protected 
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SCORE:   / 9 
 
SIGNED: ____________________ 
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Deployment of Seal Scare Caps (MRSSC) Test Paper 
 

Name:    Date:  
 

Please read each question carefully, then circle the letter of the correct answer.  
 

 

1. Who is authorized to use Seal Scare Cap Devices 

a. Any Marine Farm staff member 

b. Accredited DPIPWE officers, or seal deterrent device “seal scare cap” permit holders 

c. A person with a firearms license 
 

2. Where must Seal Scare Cap Devices be stored? 

a. In a lockable box 

b. Anywhere providing they are out of the reach of children 

c. In Firearms Act 1996 compliant storage unit and at a designated marine farm operational base 

(DMFOB) approve by DPIPWE, Wildlife Management Branch 
 

3. What is the minimum distance a Seal Scare Cap Device may be discharged towards a seal? 

a. 1 meters 

b. 2 meters 

c. 5meters 
 

4. What category firearms license is required to be eligible for a Seal Deterrent Devise permit “Seal Scare 

Cap”? 

a. Category ‘A’ with a purpose 3 (Primary Production) issued under The Firearms Act 1996 

b. Category ‘C’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 

c. Category ‘D’ with a purpose 3, issued under The Firearms Act 1996 
 

5. In the event that the impact of a Seal Scare Cap Device is seen to cause an obvious injury to a seal, then 

the incident must be reported to a WMB Contact Officer within how many hours? 

a. 1 hour 

b. 2 hours 

c. 3 hours 
 

6. What sorts of firearm are Seal Scare Cap Devices fired from? 

a. .22 rifle 

b. 12-guage shotgun with a choke-less full cylinder barrel 

c. Pneu Dart model 193/196 cartridge fired rifle or DPIPWE approved firearm 
 

7. A Seal Scare Cap Device must not be fired towards what part of the seal? 

a. The head 

b. The flippers 

c. Any part visible other than the head 
 

8. What coloured  Power Load cap should be used in Pneu Dart model 193/196 cartridge fired rifle or 

DPIPWE approved firearm 

a. Red 

b. Green 

c. Yellow 
 

9. ____ Australian Fur Seals are scheduled under the Wildlife Regulations (General) 2010.  Where are they 

scheduled? 
 

a. Protected 

b. Partly Protected 

c. Specially Protected 

 

SCORE:   / 9 

SIGNED: ____________________ 
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Trapping (MRTRA) Test Paper 
 
Name:    Date:  
 

Please read each question carefully, then circle the letter of the correct answer. 

 

 
1. Are Trapping Permits mandatory? 

a. Yes 
b. No 

 
 

2. Who is responsible if a Trapping Permit is breached?  
a. Management 
b. The employee 
c. The company 

 
 

3. If a seal has been trapped, the trap containing the seal must be removed from the water as soon as 
possible, but within what period of time? 
a. 4 hours 
b. 6 hours 
c. 8 hours 
 

 
4. What is the minimum air space flotation for a seal trap in use? 

a. 200mm 
b. 400mm 
c. 600mm 

 
 

5. What information must be recorded when trapping a fur seal? 
a. What time the trap was set 
b. What time the seal was trapped & landed 
c. What time the trap was set, seal trapped & what time the seal was landed 
 

 
6. When the ambient air temperature is between 0 and 23˚C, what is the maximum time a seal may be held 

in captivity (between the trapping and release time)? 
a. 24 hours 
b. 36 hours 
c. 48 hours 

  
 

7. When the ambient air temperature is 24 ˚C or above, what is the maximum time a seal may be held in 
captivity (between the trapping and release time)? 
a. 24 hours 
b. 36 hours 
c. 48 hours 
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8. How many seals may be contained in each compartment of a holding cage? 
a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 3 

 
9. In what instances is the feeding of seals permitted? 

a. When a seal is present on the lease 
b. Never 
c. When contained within a holding cage 

 
 

10. Is the following statement: 
a.        True 
b. False 

 
Only one seal at a time may be held in each compartment of a holding cage. However enough room must 
be available to each seal in a compartment of an approved Holding Cage (NRE Tas approval tag attached) 
to allow for; 

 
 The animal to extend to its full length plus 300mm when lying flat  

 
 The free movement of its pectoral flippers and not impeded by the approved holding cage 

compartment divider, except when being corralled for transfer.  
 

 
 
SCORE:   / 10 
 
SIGNED: ____________________ 
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Seal 
deterrent 
training

Today’s objectives

• Background on legislation and NRE Tas involvement with seal interactions on salmonid farms

• Seal biology & behaviour 

 Understanding of the best ways to reduce interactions

 Understanding of the interaction between deterrents and seal behaviour

--- BREAK ---

• Minimum infrastructure requirements

• Reporting conditions

• Deterrent device or trapping process in relation to current Framework and Minimum 

Requirements

• Quiz

1
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Legislation and policy

• Nature Conservation Act (2002)

Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021
• Australian fur seal: Protected
• Long-nosed fur seal: Specially Protected

• Threatened Species Protection Act (1995)

• Animal Welfare Act (1993)

• Seal Management Framework 2018

• Minimum Requirements 2018A

• Permits

NRE Tas

• Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania

• Regulates interactions between protected wildlife and salmon aquaculture industry
• Oversight
• Permitting
• Audits
• Advice
• Development of new seal management tools

5
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McIntosh et al., 2018

Seal biology and behaviour

• Breeding in Bass Strait:

• Pupping and mating Nov-Dec 
(AFS), Dec-Jan (LNFS)

• Males fast for 3-4 weeks and 
defend breeding territory

• Females nurse pups for 10-11 
months after breeding – tied to 
breeding colony

• Males and juveniles free to 
forage after breeding season

 More interactions at fish farms 
when males are free to forage in 
South Tas (winter & spring)

7
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Australian fur seal population trends over time: McIntosh et al., 2022

Wildlife interactions

• Seals entering fish pens

• Entanglement related seal mortality 

• Seals working holes in nets

• Seals interfering with farm infrastructure or vessels and presenting an OHS risk to workers

9
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Animal conditioning

?

1980s

2020

Deterrents and seal interactions
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Interpreting seal 
behaviour 

• Vocalising in a directed way at staff member

• Standing its ground or advancing

• Doing bluff charges

 Likely bold type behaviour = wise to not engage

Environmental effects of deterrents

13
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Human-made sound 
overlaps with the 
hearing ranges of 
marine animals. 

Potential impacts of 
operations on 
marine wildlife 
should be 
considered.

(Duarte et al., 2021)

Seal management recap

• Preventing access to salmon is key

• Deterrents are a secondary tool

• Despite benefits, deterrents come with animal welfare risks and create sound pollution in 
the ocean

• This is something you can have a direct impact on!  
• Less deterrents = better effectiveness, less welfare risk, less sound pollution

15
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Reducing seal 
interactions: wildlife 

exclusion

Minimum infrastructure requirements: polar circles
POLAR CIRCLES

Tensioning of above-water seal exclusion netting must be adjusted to minimise any inward lean of the netting due to prevailing current, wind or wave action that may result in a 
slanted net that could be climbed by a seal

Bird net – max 125 mm mesh – aka no holes, holes fixed ASAP
Minimum 2 escape hatches – if no hatches then must be a SOP

Seal fence (exposed/external collar):
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above waterline (3.2 m optimal)
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 1 access point if required
Stitched to fish netting at max spacing of 300 mm

Seal fence (internal collar):
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above waterline
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 1 access point if required
Bird netting may be fastened to the seal fence or handrail at a maximum attachment spacing of 300 mm
Fish netting must be stitched or securely fastened to the walkway at a maximum attachment spacing of 300 mm
Seal exclusion netting must be stitched or securely fastened to the walkway at spacing no greater than 300 mm (150 mm optimal)

17
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POLAR CIRCLES continued
POLAR CIRCLES

Superstructure must be maintained in good repair and as near as practical to the original manufacturer specifications

Any netting or liner described in the Minimum Requirements must be completely de-rigged when not in use for any period greater than four weeks (except if maintained in 
operational condition incorporating applicable wildlife exclusion standards). OR, seal and bird netting must not touch water, fish net must be looped up and over handrail – this is 
so no pockets of net in water where wildlife can become entangled

Also, procedures for bathing

Minimum infrastructure requirements: system farm
SYSTEM FARM

Tensioning of above-water seal exclusion netting must be adjusted to minimise any inward lean of the netting due to prevailing current, wind or wave action that may result in a 
slanted net that could be climbed by a seal

Bird net – max 125 mm mesh – aka no holes, holes fixed ASAP

Seal fence (exposed collar):
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above waterline (3.2 m optimal)
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 1 access point if required
Stitched to fish netting at max spacing of 300 mm

Seal fence (internal collar):
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above waterline
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 1 access point if required
Bird netting may be fastened to the seal fence or handrail at a maximum attachment spacing of 300 mm
Fish netting must be stitched or securely fastened to the walkway at a maximum attachment spacing of 300 mm
Seal exclusion netting must be stitched or securely fastened to the walkway at spacing no greater than 300 mm (150 mm optimal)

19
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SYSTEM FARM continued
Superstructure must be maintained in good repair and as near as practical to the original manufacturer specifications

Any netting or liner described in the Minimum Requirements must be completely de-rigged when not in use for any period greater than four weeks (except if maintained in 
operational condition incorporating applicable wildlife exclusion standards). OR, seal and bird netting must not touch water, fish net must be looped up and over handrail – this is 
so no pockets of net in water where wildlife can become entangled

Also, procedures for bathing

Minimum infrastructure requirements: fortress pens
FORTRESS PENS

Tensioning of above-water seal exclusion netting must be adjusted to minimise any inward lean of the netting due to prevailing current, wind or wave action that may result in a 
slanted net that could be climbed by a seal

Bird net – max 125 mm mesh – aka no holes, holes fixed ASAP
Minimum 2 escape hatches – if no hatches then must be a SOP

Seal fence:
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above water (3.2 ideal)
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 2 access points if required
Where installed, bird netting securely fastened to handrail at max 300 mm spacing. 

Superstructure must be maintained in good repair and as near as practical to the original manufacturer specifications

Any netting or liner described in the Minimum Requirements must be completely de-rigged when not in use for any period greater than four weeks (except if maintained in 
operational condition incorporating applicable wildlife exclusion standards). OR, seal and bird netting must not touch water, fish net must be looped up and over handrail – this is 
so no pockets of net in water where wildlife can become entangled

Also, procedures for bathing

21
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Minimum infrastructure requirements: sanctuary pens
SANCTUARY PENS

Tensioning of above-water seal exclusion netting must be adjusted to minimise any inward lean of the netting due to prevailing current, wind or wave action that may result in a 
slanted net that could be climbed by a seal.

Bird net – max 125 mm mesh – aka no holes, holes fixed ASAP
Minimum 2 escape hatches – if no hatches then must be a SOP
Bird netting must overlap the seal fence and be fixed securely to the fence or external walkway

Seal fence:
Max 125 mm square mesh (no holes)
Min 2.4 m above water (3.2 ideal)
Max 2.5 m spacing of poles, except at 2 access points if required
Fish net stitched securely to walkway at max 300 mm spacing
Seal fence stitched to walkway at max spacing of 300 mm
Plastic net supports atop poles fastened at 90 degrees to pole (and broken plastic fixed ASAP)

Superstructure must be maintained in good repair and as near as practical to the original manufacturer specifications

Any netting or liner described in the Minimum Requirements must be completely de-rigged when not in use for any period greater than four weeks (except if maintained in 
operational condition incorporating applicable wildlife exclusion standards)
OR, seal and bird netting must not touch water, fish net must be looped up and over handrail – this is so no pockets of net in water where wildlife can become entangled

Also, procedures for bathing

Reporting requirements

• Wildlife that is entrapped and/or entangled in any netting, infrastructure or equipment must be 
reported to NRE Tas on the Whale Hotline (0427 942 537):

• Birds
• If alive, immediate attempts made to release 
• If unsuccessful after 1 hour, call Whale Hotline

• Seals, dolphins and whales
• If alive, call Whale Hotline immediately for advice
• If rescue attempt still unsuccessful after 1 hour, call hotline again

• If wildlife is injured, call Whale Hotline immediately for advice before releasing
• If wildlife is dead, carcass to be recovered and held ASAP

• Call hotline within 4 hours of recovery to get advice on disposal
• Monthly wildlife report submitted to NRE Tas
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Trapping, Holding and Release 
• Permit to Take Specially Protected and Protected Wildlife in Special Cases –

Fur Seals (Arctocephalus sp.)

• Within boundaries of marine farming lease or marine farm operations defined in permit

• Reasons:

• Temporary removal of individuals when seal pressure is high

• Holding a seal to break problematic behaviour

• Bleach mark for ID

• Humane Destruction

Trapping, Holding and Release 

• Duty of care

 Report injury or compromised welfare to NRE Tas asap, and;

 Examination by vet/NRE Tas Officer within 24h of capture, or (if impractical);

 Photographed and released at site determined by NRE Tas without delay

• Associated WHS procedures responsibility of employer

1
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Traps

• NRE Tas tag for trap approval – valid 1 year

• Specifications:

 Max mesh size 90mm (bar)

 Floatation to maintain min 400mm air 
space across entire water surface area 
internal to trap

• Good repair, no sharp edges

• Only to be used on marine farming 
lease/operations defined in permit

Trapping
• Overnight traps: checked by 07:00 AM

• 07:00 AM – 07:00 PM: checked every 2h
 Immediately release trapped seal within marine farming lease or;
 Remove from water asap and take to holding facility

• Trapping multiple seals: release prioritisation
 Highest welfare concerns
 Longest capture duration

• Record keeping
Micro-chip
 Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record
Weight
 Species

3
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Trapping

• Record keeping

 Micro-chip

 Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record

Weight

Species

• Bycatch

 Photograph and release immediately outside marine farming lease

 Report within 24h

Welfare concerns/injury – contact NRE Tas for instructions

Holding Cage
• NRE Tas tag – valid 1 year

• Good repair, no sharp edges

• Specifications:

 Max mesh size 90 mm (bar)

 Doors fitted with locking pin

 Seal capable to extend to full 
length plus 300 mm when lying flat

 Free movement of seal’s pectoral 
flippers

 Optional crush capability

• Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record 
attached to cage

5
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Holding
• At NRE Tas-approved facility within 1h of vessel transport time from trapping site

DO Follow SOP developed by employer (incl. mitigation strategy for repeat captures)

DO space cages at a distance of at least one cage from any other cage

DO maintain a space of at least 1m free from obstacles on all sides of the cage

DO keep cages elevated to allow air flow

DO leave spray of cool water running over cage when ambient air temperature is 18˚C or above

× DO NOT stack cages

× DO NOT allow loud noise within holding facility when seals are being held

× DO NOT feed seals in Marine Farming Development Plan Zones or marine farming leases unless 
authorised under a valid permit

× DO NOT hold a seal in a trap in the water for longer than 6h, unless approved by NRE Tas Contact 
Officer

Transport cage

• NRE Tas tag – valid 1 year

• Good repair, no sharp edges

• Specifications:

 Max mesh size 90 mm (bar)

 Doors fitted with locking pin

 One seal per compartment 

 Seal capable to extend to full length plus 300 mm when lying flat

 Free movement of seal’s pectoral flippers
 Each compartment: min. 900 mm wide (optimum 1100 mm), 1700 mm length (optimum 

1800 mm), 800 mm high (optimum 1000 mm)

 Each compartment: unrestricted crush capability

 Each compartment: small side access doors to enable access to seal without opening 
main door

7
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Transport

DO only transport seals in approved transport trap/cage for the purpose of taking 
into approved holding facility or release

DO notify an Approved Seal Transport Provider asap if permit holder is unable to 
transport a trapped seal

× DO NOT transport seals over land (unless approved by NRE Tas for animal 
welfare/biosecurity reasons)

× DO NOT transport a trapped seal unsuitable for transport due to welfare concerns

× DO NOT transport a seal if it is likely that release deadlines will not be achieved

 Seal must be released at alternative, approved release site instead

Transport

DO periodically wet seals during transport

DO keep the filled out Seal Trapping and Monitoring Record with the seal during 
transport

× DO NOT stack transport cages

× DO NOT have any seals visible to the public during transport

9
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Release

• Seals may only be released into the water on marine farming lease where they were 
trapped, or at designated holding facility at which they were held

• Other release areas subject to approval by NRE Tas on case by case basis

Holding, Transport and Release Times

• Holding for longer period only by approval from NRE Tas Contact Officer if deemed 
extension is necessary and does not pose unacceptable animal welfare risk

Ambient air temperature Max time between seal capture 
and release

Transport time from capture to 
holding/release

< 24˚C 48 h Any

≥ 24˚C 24 h 4:00 PM – 11:00 AM

11
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Record keeping

• Every seal to be accompanied by a completed Seal Trapping and 
Monitoring Record for the time it is held

• Records kept at NRE Tas for reference in relation to future permit 
applications

• Records available to broader industry

• Permit specifies the conditions under which you are allowed to use 
deterrent devices – read and understand your legal obligations

• Requirement to adhere Seal Management Framework and Minimum 
Requirements 2018A

• Both individual and employer are liable in case of breach

Permit Conditions

13
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