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Index charts to historic survey records of mining tenements are 
available online from the MRT Map viewer

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/mrt_maps/app/list/map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From 1884 surveys to describe mineral tenements were executed under the conditions specified in the Surveying Regulations in force. They were typically undertaken by District Surveyors under instruction from the Surveyor-General. Where they surveyed or connected to prior boundary surveys of Crown grants or for dealings under the Real Property Act they may provide invaluable, and sometimes the most recent, evidence of those property boundary surveys.

Familiar appearance – uses LISTmap and the  “Add layers” functionality.

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/mrt_maps/app/list/map
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In “Add Layers” scroll down to bottom of list and open “Map Indexes” and then “Historic Tenement Chart Indexes”.  As with the LTO and OSG index charts  a number of different index’s were utilized.  The most relevant to historic mineral tenement surveys are the Historic Land District Charts and Mineral Tenement charts that will be familiar in appearance to surveyors - originally surveys supporting the description of legal interests for the various mining acts were also indexed by Land District.  The other 3 chart index series correspond to charts that were developed to replace the land district charts, due to the latter's limitations in presenting information at an appropriate scale with context information, around the early 1970’s that was based upon topographic mapping (the OSG and LTO started similar topographic chart series for the same reasons). It is around this date that surveys to identify mineral tenements virtually ceased, with the Director of Mines accepting plans of interests defined using AGD66 coordinates and other identifiable features. The 1:15,840 and 1:20,000 series had limited operational periods and limited map coverage, before the general-purpose Tasmanian 1:25000 topographic maps (started in the late 1970’s) was adopted as the basis for a new index series.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once the layers are added simply click on a point of interest on the map and it will report on all the index maps / charts over this point. 

Scanned images of the Index Maps are downloaded from the Details url, shown highlighted.

The number of versions of the index chart is also included in the metadata under Identify Results.
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• There may be multiple 
versions of index maps 
and charts in use for 
different interests and 
over different date
ranges e.g. there 9 
different index charts for 
the same area around  
Derby.

• Each Index Chart should 
be inspected to ensure a 
relevant tenement survey 
isn’t overlooked.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Details will take you (after you accept conditions) to a page that has the url’s to the index maps in a variety of different formats.

There may be multiple versions of the historic index maps and charts, as older versions were superseded by new versions drawn for office convenience, noting that mineral tenements and interests may have expired and been re-issued, amalgamated and / or split into new interests registered over similar area’s. These interests may have been described in several surveys at the different dates. For example, if abutting mineral leases had the common boundary between them adjusted this would generally be reflected in a survey plan contemporaneous to the creation of the new leases, but the “balance” perimeter for new lease plan (s) may have been compiled from one (or more) prior mineral lease surveys, like a compiled title plan in the LTO. There may also be separate series of index charts primarily concerned with different tenement interests such as leases or water rights.

Each Index Chart should be inspected to ensure a relevant survey isn’t overlooked.
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Version 3 of Mineral index chart “South Mount Cameron No. 3” starting from 1939 
which primarily shows surveys of water rights / races

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Details will take you (after you accept conditions) to a page that has the url’s to the index maps in a variety of different formats. 

There may be multiple versions of the index maps and charts, as older versions were superseded by new versions drawn for office convenience, noting that mineral tenements and interests that expired may have been re-issued, amalgamated and / or split into new interests registered over similar area’s. These interests may have been described in several different surveys of differing ages. For example, if abutting mineral leases had the common boundary between them adjusted this would be reflected in a survey plan contemporaneous to the creation of the new leases, but the “balance” perimeter for the new lease plan (s) may have been compiled from one (or more) prior mineral lease surveys, like a compiled title plan in the LTO. There may also be separate series of index charts primarily concerned with different interests such as leases or water races.

Each Index Chart should be inspected to ensure a relevant survey isn’t overlooked.
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Superseded Version 1 of Index chart dated 9/5/1929 to 13/03/1968 
covering same area but primarily indexing Mineral leases

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Details will take you (after you accept conditions) to a page that has the url’s to the index maps in a variety of different formats. Note there may be various version of the index maps and charts, as older versions were superseded by newer ones drawn for office convenience.
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Search of mineral charts reveals 8 different surveys of mineral 
interests (e.g. red box) from 1880’s – 1946 that connected to survey 
evidence of original grant survey (blue box) from 1880’s where there 
is no subsequent survey within the CPO or LTO. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of mineral lease surveys that used reference trees and noted relevant occupation and had direct linkage to land grant survey
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Reference Trees to every corner
of mineral lease survey directly 
connected to OCP from grant 
survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
E.g. Survey diagram for mineral lease 2134M in 1906 connected to the OCP from the grant survey (even though it was outside the are of the grant and in Crown land) and marked reference trees at every corner of the mineral lease.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
M = Mineral Lease 
G = Gold lease
P = on Private Land
W = Water Race
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• Surveys for Mining Tenements were indexed by
• Land District
• Lessee / Applicant Name
• Mineral Tenement Reference e.g. 2134M, 371PM, 2447W, 7M/47, 

117W/91, 472PG 
• M = Mineral lease, G = Gold lease, P= Private property, W = Water

• Some of the plans (corresponding to substantial tenements) 
are scanned as part of a opportunity based program of 
scanning and they may be available online.

• The majority are not online and hard copies of survey 
diagrams need to be physically accessed by MRT staff.

• Email info@MRT.tas.gov.au with the request and all the 
above information, including the relevant Mines Chart / Map 
reference and preferably a copy of the chart / map image.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
M = Mineral Lease 
G = Gold lease
P = on Private Land
W = Water Race

mailto:info@MRT.tas.gov.au
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Online search for limited range of scanned Survey Plans

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Search is for plans or maps associated with mineral tenement identified as ‘6953M’ on an index chart by searching for the text ‘6953/M’ in the title of the plan scanned into the map catalogue

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue
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Online search for limited range of scanned Survey Plans

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Search has returned two plans with the primary MRT scanned plan reference being P7273. This is not the original mineral tenement plan (which was P141) or survey diagram reference, it is only the unique identifier assigned to the scan.



https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue
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Online search for limited numbers of scanned Survey Plans

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Selecting record ID 7273 reveals there are two scans associated with it, namely 7273A which is the survey plan P141 of the consolidated lease area dated 1915 and the surveyors report scanned as 7273B. The plan has been compiled from a survey by District Surveyor Campbell-Smith, but in this instance the survey notes (and diagram) have not been able to be located. Regardless, it is clear from the plan and report which boundaries have been surveyed and marked in accordance with the survey regulations in force at the time.

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue
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Online search for limited range of scanned Survey Plans

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
7273A is the survey plan P141 of the consolidated lease area dated 1915 and the surveyors report is 7273B. 

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue
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Online search for limited range of scanned Survey Plans

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
7273A is annotated with the mineral lease reference (1M/42, or lease No. 1 in 1942) that superseded the 6953/M lease. Entering this refence into the “Title” search field reveals the compiled plan associated with this lease has also been scanned, and in this instance, was originally given the same Mines Plan reference P141 and noted as a different version (page).

https://www.mrt.tas.gov.au/products/database_searches/map_catalogue


More information
Land Tasmania

osg@nre.tas.gov.au

T: 03 6165 4444
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