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Snapshot of the Tasmanian potato sector

Potatoes total (FY 2023-24)

Farmgate Value (combined) $379 million
Proportion of total agri-sector farmgate value 13%
Interstate export value $700 million
International export value $0.02 million
Number of farms' 351

Industry breakdown (FY 2023-24)
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° PDOLALOC PDOLALOEC PDOLALOEC
Farmgate Value $325 million $21 million $33 million2
Tonnes produced 431,451 (87%) 29,417 (6%) 36,500 (7%)
Post farm gate value? $825 million $43 million N/A

This sector snapshot tried to source all information for the 2023-24 financial year, however, some information was not
available and has been substituted with the latest available information and indicated accordingly.

In 2023-24, Tasmania has the highest volume (31%) of potato production in Australia.
The Tasmanian potato industry comprises three sectors: processing, fresh (or ware) and seed.

Processing and fresh potatoes represented 55% of the farm gate value of Tasmania’s vegetable industry.

value from 2020-21; latest available information.
2Data from Tasmanian Certified Seed Potato Scheme, which only represents certified seed potato value.
3Processing potatoes include products such as chips, hash browns, etc. and fresh potatoes include packed potatoes.

4Sector snapshots are designed to complement and supplement the Tasmanian Agri-Food ScoreCard and Agribusiness Insights Report. All data in this
document are from the ScoreCard, unless otherwise mentioned.
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Production and processing

Production
<

Tasmania is the largest producer of potatoes in the country (Figure 1).

Increased production volumes saw the farm gate value for potatoes grow by 7 % (from 2022-23) to $346
million. Potatoes are the State’s highest value vegetable crop. Nationally, potatoes make up about 40%
of major vegetable crops (Figure 2).

Tasmanian potatoes are grown predominantly in the north of the State (Figure 3). The main harvest season
is from October to July, but potatoes are available all year round, thanks to cold storage facilities.

Key Tasmanian potato varieties are: Russet Burbank, Nicola, Atlantic, Ranger Russet, Dutch Creams,
Mayflower, Sebago, Kennebec and Pink Eye. Russet varieties are preferred for French Fries as they
produce a longer chip with less wastage.

The maijority of Tasmanian potatoes are grown under contract for processing. These potatoes are grown
from certified seed, which is also produced in Tasmania. Growers are contracted by a processor to grow
certain varieties and have target volumes. They may or may not also sow for local markets.

On the other hand, fresh potatoes may be grown from either certified seed or other sources. They are
mostly grown by independent growers.
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Figure 1: Share of national potato production 2023-24 (Data Figure 2: National production share of major vegetable crops 2023-24
source: Australian Horticulture Statistics Handbook) (Data source: Australian Horticulture Statistics Handbook)
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Number of potato farms by LGA - 2021
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Figure 3: Consumption and export vs production for beef, sheep meat and pork (Data source: Tasmanian Agri-Food ScoreCard and ABARES).
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Processing

Tasmania is a major national producer of frozen vegetables with three processing plants, two of
which produce frozen potato chips.

There are two major processors in the State — Simplot and McCain.

JR Simplot owns substantial facilities in Tasmania for potato and vegetable processing. The Ulverstone
plant processes around 300,000 tonnes of potatoes from approximately 165 Tasmanian growers and
employs over 450 people. Simplot supplies nearly all of McDonald’s french fry potatoes in Australia (based
on the most recent information available). Simplot has a 16,000 tonnes capacity storage facility in
Powranna.

McCain Foods is a Canadian company that produces approximately a quarter of all frozen potato products
in the world. McCain has a potato processing facility — 55,000 tonnes potato storage facility — in Smithton.
The potato processing facility specialises in French fries and frozen potato product production. McCain
has an additional 11,000 tonnes potato storage facility in South Burnie as well.

Photograph: Samuel Shelly | Potatoes

Seed potato certification
L,

The Tasmanian Certified Seed Potato Scheme was introduced in the 1920s to ensure varietal purity,
and to control the tuber-borne viruses that once devastated crop yields.

The scheme works on a flow through basis, in which minitubers are produced from virus-free tissue culture
stock. This stock is then multiplied through a maximum of five field generations before it is used to produce
a commercial crop.

The scheme is overseen by the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture (TIA) through TasSeed. Together with
key industry stakeholders, TIA research scientists make decisions on sampling regimes and the viruses to
be tested each season — based on which viruses are considered to be the most important at the time.
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Consumption and export

Consumption
L

Tasmania consumed more than 40,000

tonnes of potatoes in 2023-24. 11,518 tonnes
Food services

Approximately 71% of this was consumed 29%
through retail trade, i.e. groceries, while the
rest were consumed through food services.

28,830 tonnes

. n Retail
Tasmanians consume approximately 17% 71%

(about 1 out of 6) of the potatoes produced in
the State. Approximately 83% (almost 400,000
tonnes) of Tasmanian grown potatoes are
consumed interstate.

Figure 4: Tasmanian potato consumption trend 2023-24 (Data source:
AgriFood ScoreCard 2023-24)

Export

*

Australia is not a major exporter of potatoes. In 2023-24, Tasmania exported approximately $17,000 worth
of potatoes to Singapore and Malaysia combined. Tasmania’s international potato exports were less than
1% of Tasmania’s total vegetable exports which were $26.6 million in 2023-24. Interstate markets are the
primary destination for Tasmanian potatoes, accounting for 83% of processed production in 2023-24.

Serpentine leafminer (Liriomyza huidobrensis; SLM) is a high-risk invasive pest of horticulture and
vegetable production systems. It is known to attack and damage over 200 different plant species — including
potatoes. There is no health risk to people from SLM and produce damaged by SLM is safe to eat.

Only Western Australia (WA) has movement restrictions in place for SLM. rowers should check with WA
biosecurity authorities prior to exporting to that state.

Potato mop-top virus (Pomovirus solani; PMTV) was detected in Tasmania in July 2025, which is a major
disease for potatoes caused by a virus. There are no food safety or human health risks associated with the
virus, and all Tasmanian potatoes are safe to consume.

New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia have restrictions on the movement of unprocessed Tasmanian
potatoes and related risk items, including potato production equipment. As requirements differ between states,
exporters should check destination-specific rules before shipping. Biosecurity Tasmania can help navigate
import and movement restrictions.
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https://nre.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/plant-biosecurity/pests-and-diseases/potato-mop-top-virus/exporting-potatoes-to-other-states-and-territories
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