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Chicken meat (FY 2023-24) 

Items Values 

Farmgate Value $47.8 million 

Flock size 4,743,500 birds 

Amount processed (annual) 13,979 tonnes from ~8.2 million birds slaughtered 

Industry employment 232 FTE 

International export < $1,000 

Chicken Eggs - accredited (FY 2023-24) 

Items Values 

Farmgate Value $14.8 million 

Flock size 190,477 birds 

Amount produced (annual) 57 million or 4.6 million dozen 

Industry employment 67 FTE 

International export Nil 

Other Poultry (FY 2023-24) 

Items Values 

Flock size 14,345 birds 

Amount of meat processed (annual) 15 tonnes 

Industry employment 4 FTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Poultry1 sector snapshot2 will focus mainly on the chicken industry but will capture other 

information, where possible and reported.  

 

Egg productions statistics refer to accredited Category 2 commercial egg producers (keeping 50 

or more egg-laying birds or producing more than 20 dozen eggs per week), unless otherwise 

stated. 

 

 

1Commercial poultry sector in Tasmania covers a number of industries based on different types of birds. These include 

predominantly, chickens, followed by ducks and other game birds (including quail, pheasant, and pigeon). 

2Sector snapshots are designed to complement and supplement the Tasmanian Agri-Food ScoreCard and Agribusiness Insights 

Report. All data in this document are from the ScoreCard, unless otherwise mentioned. 
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According to Australian Chicken Meat Federation (ACMF), nearly half of all meat consumed in 

Australia comes from chicken. On average, Australians consume about 55kg meat (person/year). 

 

Australian Eggs reports that per capita egg consumption in Australia reached 266 eggs in the 

2023–24 period. With the average egg weighing approximately 58 grams, this equates to around 15 

kilograms of eggs consumed per person each year. 

 

In 2023-24, Tasmania accounted for 1% of both the national chicken meat and egg production.  

 

Tasmanians consumed approximately 25,493 tonnes of chicken and 12,760,500 dozen eggs in 

2023-24, which exceeded local production. To meet local demand, Tasmania imported from 

interstate: 
 

❖ 63 per cent of the chicken meat it consumed. 

 

❖ 48 per cent of the eggs it consumed. 
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Tasmanian chicken and egg producers service the local market. Both industries comprise a broad 

spectrum of enterprises, ranging from large, vertically integrated farms that manage every stage of the 

supply chain, including breeding, production, grading, packing, and transportation, to small-scale 

operations that primarily cater to local markets. This diversity reflects significant differences in scale, 

resources, and market strategies, contributing to a complex and dynamic industry structure. Nevertheless, 

a complex national supply chain can affect the availability of eggs and poultry meat for Tasmanian 

consumers who shop at the major supermarkets. 

Tasmania’s poultry industry is dominated by three major operators – two specializing in meat chickens and 

one in egg production. All other businesses operate on a much smaller scale, with outputs significantly 

lower than those of these vertically integrated companies. 

For meat chickens, the two leading companies are strategically located in the north and south of the state. 

Nichols Poultry (RAMP Tasmania Poultry) operates all major facilities in northern Tasmania, while Inghams 

maintains its operations in the south. Together, these companies account for approximately 99% of the 

state’s chicken meat production. 

In the egg sector, Pure Foods Eggs, based in northern Tasmania, is responsible for around 87% of all eggs 

produced statewide. 

 

Value Addition 
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Production and processing 

In Tasmania, value addition in the chicken 

meat industry focuses on creating higher-

value products such as processed and 

ready-to-cook chicken, supported by 

branding and direct-to-consumer strategies. 

Similarly, the egg industry emphasizes 

enhanced processing, marketing premium 

options like free-range and pasture-raised 

eggs and maintaining a strong local supply 

chain to meet domestic demand. 

In 2023-24, value-added chicken meat 

products – such as processed and ready-to-

cook items – were worth about $90 million, 

while premium and processed egg products 

contributed around $29 million, underscoring 

the role of product innovation and branding in 

Tasmania’s poultry sector. 
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