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1. Development of Standardised Marine Farming 
Management Controls  

 

1.1. Background 
Aquaculture Standards 

The Department has prepared the DRAFT Standardised Marine Farming Management Controls 
(‘DRAFT Standardised Controls’), a component of the Aquaculture Standards. The development of the 
Aquaculture Standards is part of a process committed to continuous improvement of aquaculture industry 
regulations, building on existing regulatory requirements for the industry and incorporating past 
learnings and feedback received from industry and the community.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aquaculture Standards - Management Controls 

The DRAFT Standardised Controls are intended as a uniform and contemporary set of management 
controls to replace the current management controls. 

Management controls are established through marine farming development plans (plans) under the 
Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 (the Act). There are currently fourteen plans in effect and each contain 
management controls relevant to the plan. 

The DRAFT Standardised Controls primarily:  

• remove anomalies between the management controls in the various plans; and 
• update management controls in older plans with contemporary controls. 

They are intended to provide:  

• consistency for the aquaculture industry across all plans, where operators can work in 
accordance with the same controls across all areas; 

• greater efficiency in regulation, where the Department can regulate to a uniform management 
framework; 

• more effective stakeholder engagement about regulation of marine farming; and 
• continuous improvement by ensuring that all plans apply management controls that are 

consistent with contemporary management practices.  
It is intended that these controls will apply to all marine farming activities in Tasmanian State waters, 
including farming of finfish, shellfish and seaweeds.    
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Biosecurity and Environment Aquaculture Standards 

The development of the Standardised Controls is occurring in parallel with the Biosecurity Program: 
Tasmanian Salmonid Industry (‘Biosecurity Program’) and the Introduction of an Environmental Standard 
for Marine Finfish Farming Position Paper (‘Environmental Standard Position Paper’). 

For further information about the Biosecurity Program and the Environmental Standard Position Paper, 
including opportunities for public consultation, please visit the NRE website: 
nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculturestandards.  

1.2 Marine Farming Development Plans and Management Controls 
Management Controls  

The Act specifies that plans must contain management controls that contain measures necessary to 
manage and mitigate negative effects of activities under the plan. 

Management controls can relate to:  

• activities that may take place in the area covered by the draft plan;  
• specific marine farming activities that may take place in the whole or a part of a marine farming 

zone;  
• environmental testing that must be carried out by a person who may be granted a lease in a 

marine farming zone;  
• limitations on water quality in or around a marine farming zone; 
• restrictions on noise, light or presence in a marine farming zone; 
• the size of structures in a marine farming zone; and 
• any other appropriate matter. 

Management controls must also contain any matter required by the Director, Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) Tasmania. 

In practice, management controls:  

• place obligations for leaseholders to comply with notices and requests given by the Secretary of 
the Department and/or the Director EPA; 

• provide for limits on biomass and nitrogen outputs from finfish farming; 
• place limits on stocking density;  
• require environmental monitoring and set parameters for management action; 
• place controls on the use of chemicals and reporting of their use; 
• place controls on the disposal of waste; 
• set requirements relating to the colour and shape of marine farming equipment to minimise 

effects on visual amenity; 
• specify access controls including Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) marking and safety 

requirements; 
• place limits on odour; and 
• require record keeping and reporting relating to farming activities.. 

 

Many of the older plans, which were developed in the late 1990s and early 2000s, have management 
controls which are inconsistent with those in newer plans. While these management controls in older 
plans remain effective in managing and mitigating negative effects of marine farming activities, their 
dissimilarity with new controls has been identified as confusing for all stakeholders.  

 

http://www.nre.tas.gov.au/aquaculturestandards
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1.3 DRAFT Standardised Marine Farming Management Controls 
The DRAFT Standardised Controls are a set of consistent and contemporary management controls that 
have been drafted to apply, where relevant, to all fourteen plans.  

Existing management controls include controls relating to environmental management and biosecurity of 
finfish. These have been retained in the DRAFT Standardised Controls; however, the controls have been 
drafted to ensure they are compatible with relevant controls for finfish farming proposed in the 
Biosecurity Program: Tasmanian Salmonid Industry (‘Biosecurity Program’) and proposed Environmental 
Standard as part of the Aquaculture Standards approach.  

Plans may differ in what species they authorise. Some plans only set out marine farming zones for 
shellfish farming, some authorise both shellfish and finfish, while some only allocate zones for finfish 
farming. Controls specific to the farming of certain species (for example, stocking capacities for finfish), 
or to the plans, have not been changed in the DRAFT Standardised Controls.    

Similarly, some plans have special management controls which apply only within the individual plan or to 
a particular marine farming zones. Special management controls are also out of scope of this standard. 
These special controls will continue to remain in existing plans and operate in parallel with the 
Standardised Controls. 
The proposed controls do not substantially change the existing obligations or 
requirements of marine farming operators in plan areas. 

2. Public Consultation and Next Steps 

2.1 Public consultation  
The Department invites public submissions on the DRAFT Standardised Controls. Submissions can be 
made for 6 weeks from the date of release of the DRAFT Standardised Controls.  

Submissions are sought specifically in relation to the DRAFT Standardised Controls. 
Matters that are outside this scope may be raised as part of the development of the 
Government’s 10-year Salmon Plan, which will be consulted later in 2022.  

Submissions will be considered prior to the Government finalising the Standardised Controls. 
Submissions will be published in accordance with the Tasmanian Government’s Public Submissions 
Policy, together with a summary of issues raised and the Department’s response to those issues.  

 

2.2 Next Steps  
Once the standard is finalised, the Government intends to progress amendments to all fourteen plans to 
incorporate the Standardised Controls. These amendments would follow the processes set out in the 
Act.  

https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/People_Performance_and_Governance/government_services/public_submissions_policy
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/People_Performance_and_Governance/government_services/public_submissions_policy
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