Draft Industrial Hemp Amendment Bill 2023

Submission from the Tasmanian Hemp Association

The Tasmanian Hemp Association welcomed the opportunity to provide feedback as part of the Industrial
Hemp Act 2015 Review.

Our association and membership remain united in our primary aim to see true whole of plant use for
industrial hemp (low-THC cannabis) to maximise economic growth and environmental opportunities for
our state.

In 2022, our elected Board consulted closely with our membership - farmers, seed genetics companies,
processors, manufacturers and members of the community keen to purchase locally grown food, fibre and
extract products - and worked proactively with NRE staff before putting forward a handful of modest
recommendations (copy of submission available here).

Upon reading the Final Report, we were disappointed to see that no real action is being taken by the
Government at this time to implement any of these proposed improvements.

Tasmania once led the nation in hemp production and innovation, and the review of the Industrial Hemp
Act 2015 presented an opportunity to continue this progress and grow our industry further. Tasmanian
hemp businesses are increasingly finding that we are no longer competitive with mainland states or in
export markets, and it will only be by making key improvements to legislation that we level the playing
field and regain our edge.

The Government’s proposed response to make only minor amendments to the Act and Regulations seems
counter to the Tasmanian Government’s 2020 Competitiveness of Tasmanian Agriculture for 2050 White
Paper which declared an intent to “work with the hemp industry to explore options to support future
growth and streamline regulation”. The very slight proposed changes also greatly limit the hemp
industry's ability to make any real contribution to the Government’s goal of increasing the annual value of
the agricultural sector to $10 billion by 2050.

In December 2020, the United Nations removed cannabis from Schedule IV of the 1961 Single Convention
on Narcotic Drugs, and non-THC compounds found in the plant are no longer scheduled under
international drug conventions. Many states and other nations have already taken bold and decisive
action to bring outdated legislation in line with current community and scientific views around this
stigmatised crop so innovative businesses can thrive.

We were cautiously optimistic that this review would result in similar amendments being made to our
state's legislation. Unfortunately, a failure to take the necessary bold steps now means an opportunity to
truly make a difference is being lost.
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