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SURVEYOR  CHRISTOPHER  ROWE 

 

      I have known Chris from school days in Hobart. Since then we have shared  common interests 

      being registered land surveyors in Tasmania for all our working years, Chris as a state govt.        

      employee and I in private practice. Chris has indeed had a remarkable career, rising to Surveyor 

      General in 1988 and holding that position until retirement in 2002 at the age of 62. In response 

      to my encouragement Chris has shared with me the story of his intriguing working life which 

      I have summarised in the following pages with the assistance of former government surveyor  

      Nick  Bowden. 

                                                                                                                        Peter Anderson     April 2020 

IN THE BEGINNING 

Chris was born in Derby, England, on September 14, 1940. He attended Ashby de la Zouch 
Grammar in Ashby before his family migrated to Tasmania in 1951, first living in Scottsdale. 
While there Chris attended the Launceston Church Grammar School then later, after the 
family moved to Hobart in 1955, he attended Hutchins School. Chris matriculated in late 
1957 with a Commonwealth scholarship.  

In Hobart the Rowe family first lived in Taroona between 1955 and 1957, for a short time in 
Fern Tree, then finally in Sandy Bay from 1958 ( I remember the family home well as I dated 
Chris’ sister Susie on occasions). Interestingly while in Scottsdale, and later as a near 
neighbour in Fern Tree, the Rowes got to know Chris Butler and his family, Chris Butler at 
the time being a government employed geodetic surveyor and later to become Surveyor 
General. 

At school Chris Rowe’s favourite subjects were science and mathematics. While there he 
built an astronomical reflector telescope. For a preferred career he considered architecture 
or astronomy, or a course leading to the design of aircraft. 

Due to the friendship between the Rowe and Butler families the young Chris worked for the 
older Chris on a casual basis during school holidays in late 1957 and after school in early 
1958. This work involved establishing or building trig. stations and undertaking associated 
field observations in and around the suburbs of Hobart and later in the far south of the state 
where jobs included plenty of axe work, bush bashing, mountain climbing, camping out, and  
office calculations under the supervision of Chris Butler. 

In early 1958, before the university year began, Chris had to make a decision whether to 
begin a course of study there or accept an offer from Chris Butler of a cadetship (as an 
apprentice) in surveying with the State Government. The ‘rest is history’ as they say.  

 

TO REGISTRATION AND MARRIAGE 

Before surveying became a university course in the mid 1970’s the normal way to qualify for 
registration as a land surveyor was to work as an apprentice whilst undertaking written 
examinations set in turn every six months by the Surveyors’ Board of a particular state or 
New Zealand – for example, the Surveyors’ Board of Tasmania set examinations for all states 
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and New Zealand once every three and a half years. Subjects were Computations A, then  B, 
Engineering Surveying A, then B, Land Classification and Utilisation, Town and Country 
Planning, Principles and Practice of Land Valuation, Mapping Aerial Surveying and 
Photogrammetry, Geodesy, and Astronomy. Following these subjects the states and New 
Zealand conducted their own practical examinations including Laws and Regulations, 
astronomical observations (in daylight), a town planning project, a road design project and 
both rural and urban cadastral surveys. 

In Tasmania the normal way for apprentices to prepare for the written examinations was to 
study by correspondence with the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. Chris however 
chose to not do this but instead undertook his own self learning programme with the 
assistance of well known text books and Lands Dept. employees , in particular Chris Butler.   

This decision to undertake self study, combined with working for extended periods away 
from home, would have contributed to Chris taking 7 years rather than the minimum 5 to be 
formally registered as a Licensed Surveyor by the Surveyors’ Board in March, 1965. Another 
factor could have been his strong desire to go surfing or skiing whenever possible.  

Chris obtained a score of 99% for Computations A. The examiner told him the Surveyor 
General would not countenance a perfect score, so he deducted 1 mark because Chris had 
rounded off an answer from 3 to 2 decimal places. 

During the above 7 years Chris gained considerable practical experience with both the 
Department of Lands and Surveys and later with A. C. Peacock & Co. This included field and 
office work associated with geodetic surveys (including on one occasion clinging to a 
helicopter’s swinging rope ladder- described in detail later), mapping control, a wide range 
of both urban and rural cadastral surveys, subdivision applications, drafting, identification 
surveys, etc. I worked often with Chris during his time in Hobart with A.C.Peacock & Co. 
between August 1963 and February 1965. 

Geodetic survey field work was often very challenging. For example, climbing a remote 
mountain with heavy equipment and provisions in uncertain weather carried many risks. On 
one occasion Chris recalls being ‘marooned’ overnight on the top of Mt. Wedge (between 
Lakes Gordon and Pedder) with no food or emergency equipment. On another occasion he 
and his party became completely lost in dense west coast scrub.   

Chris married Sandra Newman, a nurse, in late 1964 and returned to the Department of 
Lands and Surveys in March 1965 as a Staff Surveyor. And so began a new era for Chris and 
Sandra.  

 

NORTH EAST TASMANIA’S ‘DISTRICT SURVEYOR’ 

In the period 1965 to 1972 Chris was based in St. Helens. Although officially a Staff Surveyor 
he was in effect the ‘District Surveyor’ for much of the north east of the state, a role 
formally filled in earlier years. He was responsible for a wide range of work including surveys 
of Crown Land applications, mineral leases (including the resolution of related disputes - 
twice at gunpoint, and at other times with then Surveyor General Frank Miles), the cadastral 
frameworks for certain towns, and the integration of many surveys with the Australian Map 
Grid. In addition, Chris was responsible for the administration of a small government 
regional office, and at times the supervision of additional survey parties. 
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In 1971 Chris Butler became Surveyor General following the retirement of Frank Miles. This 
was welcomed by many surveyors, not least by Chris Rowe who, as noted above, had been 
guided and helped by Butler since Rowe’s late school days.    

While based in St. Helens Chris was able to satisfy lifelong recreational passions, they being 
surfing and skiing. This was made easy from the family shack he and Sandra purchased on 
the coast at Binalong Bay, their home for the following seven years. During this time 
daughters Penny and Annabel arrived, in 1967 and 1969.  

It is of note that during Chris’ St. Helens years measuring distances by Electromagnetic 
Distance Measuring (EDM) instruments was still some years away. So it was necessary to 
clear lines in the bush to enable bearings to be observed and measurements made using a 
steel band. These bands were much like a length of flat wire, usually 5 chains, 300 feet or 
100 metres long with distance markers clipped on at every link, foot or metre. To measure a 
distance the band was usually held suspended above the ground under 7 kg. tension 
between two elevated points (usually a pointed stake and a theodolite) and corrections 
made for slope, sag and temperature. Calculations were made using trigonometric tables 
and mechanical calculators. So, working in the bush was quite an ordeal. It was not until the 
mid 70’s that EDM equipment and the first semi-modern computers arrived which of course 
considerably changed and simplified both field and office work.   

 

1972-1980 

The eight years following Chris’ time in St Helens involved a range of responsibilities, still 
with the Lands Department (formerly Lands and Surveys Dept.), but all based in Hobart and 
far different to those with which he was familiar as ‘District Surveyor’ in the North East of 
the state. 

First as the Coordination Surveyor Chris was virtually office bound with duties associated 
with the Department’s map and photo sales, the Central Plan Office, the examination of 
surveys as required under certain acts, and the co-ordination of the State’s third order 
levelling program. 

Between 1973 and 1977, Chris was switched to the role of Mapping Survey Officer in the 
Mapping Branch of the Lands Department. There he was responsible for the direction and 
supervision of work by the Mapping Survey Section, in conjunction with the Computing and 
Photogrammetric Sections, to provide the survey control required for mapping, survey co-
ordination, and other purposes. 

In the above role Chris was also at times required to carry out field work in many parts of 
the state, including on one occasion in 1972 with Chris Butler on Macquarie Island. 

Accurate mapping then relied on an extensive geodetic network of control points, mostly on 
suitable hilltops and mountain summits across the state. Angles and distances were 
measured by theodolite and Tellurometer between these points. Then in the office a 
complex process of computations and adjustment was carried out.  Field measurements had 
to be corrected to allow for atmospheric conditions, the earth’s curvature, height above sea 
level and refraction. This was of course in an age long before the Global Positioning System 
(GPS) became available.  
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As a consequence of departmental rearrangements in 1977, Chris was promoted to the 
position of Senior Geodetic Surveyor in charge of the Geodetic Survey Section of the Survey 
Division of the Lands Department. Although thus reclassified, Chris’ work in the following 
three years remained basically the same as previously undertaken with the Mapping Branch. 

Whilst involved between 1973 and 1980 with a range of the above mapping responsibilities 
Chris was also personally responsible for a number of technical and administrative 
innovations involved with both geodetic surveying and third order levelling. These included 
some equipment improvements, also procedures for the keeping of relevant survey records 
within the Department. During this period Chris was the State’s representative on the 
National Mapping Council’s Mapping Technical Subcommittee. 

Chris and Sandy’s third child Jamie arrived in 1975. Jamie competed in international rowing 
races in 1994-96. 

 

‘MAIDEN ERLEIGH’ 

The Rowe Family’s return to Southern Tasmania in 1972 not only marked the beginning of 
new work responsibilities for Chris. In that year he and Sandy purchased ‘Maiden Erleigh’, 
their home to be for the next 50 or so years. It is situated on Tea Tree Road just a few 
kilometres east of Brighton and now stands on a 4 hectare block. Being very much run down 
it was unoccupied at the time, as it had been for the previous 20 odd years. The small, one 
level, original sandstone home was built by Nathan Elliott, the original 1821 grantee of the 
then surrounding 700 acre block.  

Chris and Sandy immediately set about restoring the building to a ‘liveable’ condition then 
over following years gradually carried out further repairs, alterations, and extensions. The 
initial restoration unexpectedly ended up taking almost two years during which time the 
Rowe family lived on site in a hired caravan- quite a challenge with two young children and 
at times while Chris was working away, often in remote parts of the state.  

 An estate agent in 2015 described 
‘Maiden Erleigh’ as ‘- - - a restored 
sandstone residence emerging as the 
regal centrepiece from a tree lined 
driveway and turning circle that 
immediately impresses with enduring 
charm and heritage overtones - - -
stained blue gum floorboards through 
the front of the house, supported by 
original window frames, opulent 
drapery and exquisite styling, 
generate a decadent warmth’ (I think 
maybe the estate agent meant 

‘charming warmth’). I can assure readers that ‘Maiden Erleigh’ is indeed a truly charming 
country home, magnificently restored and very well reflecting its original colonial 
appearance and character.   
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PSMO with THE FORESTRY COMMISSION   

During 1980 the position of Principal Surveying and Mapping Officer (PSMO) at the 
Tasmanian Forestry Commission became vacant following the death of John Sheehan. In 
response to advice from the Director-General of Lands Doug Doyle that additional 
experience could be helpful in any later application for the position of Surveyor General, 
Chris applied for and was appointed to this position.  

The principal duties of the PSMO were to coordinate and supervise all day to day survey, 
mapping and land administration work, and to advise the Commission on related matters. In 
addition the PSMO was required to liaise with other Departments, to sit on various boards 
and committees, and often to advise the Commission on matters relating to law and land 
generally. At this time the Commission’s Survey and Mapping Branch employed 38 
permanent officers, including 14 survey officers and 22 cartographers. 

Chris initiated a number of innovative procedures and survey techniques. These included a 
revision of all field survey documentation procedures and the recording of all survey 
activities on the 1:25,000 map series.  He was heavily involved in the implementation of a 
modern Geographic Information System to manage the Commission’s forestry activities.  He 
also contributed to the development of a programme package for the newly introduced 
HP41C calculator that was widely adopted by other departments and private survey 
practices. 

He thoroughly enjoyed his time with the Commission during his term of five years. He found 
the Board of Management was almost always receptive to his recommendations and advice. 

 

DEPUTY then ACTING SURVEYOR GENERAL 

In late 1985 Chris returned to the Lands Department following his successful application for 
the position of Deputy Surveyor General after the resignation of Stuart Lewis. This position 
involved carrying out many of the roles of the Surveyor General in an acting capacity. 

He was delegated responsibility for the day to day administration of the Survey Division, 
without reservation or limitation, leaving the Surveyor General Chris Butler free to 
concentrate on policy issues and various statutory obligations. In addition, Chris was 
required to interact with other Divisions and Branches of the Department, including the 
Property Branch, Valuation and Mapping Divisions. 

Chris was fundamentally responsible for the introduction of, and for achieving in 1986, a 
revised organisational structure for the Survey Division. This was necessary as a 
consequence of ‘disarray’ within the organisational structure of the Division, due primarily 
to serious morale problems in the Central Plan Office, particularly involving drafting staff. 
Chris was never slow to consider future options and outcomes, and to plan ahead. So this 
opportunity to restructure the Division was ideally suited to him. As a consequence he made 
many innovative changes to past practices. 

In July 1987, following the retirement of then Surveyor General Chris Butler, Chris (Rowe) 
was formerly appointed Acting Surveyor General until being finally appointed THE Surveyor 
General in March 1988, at the age of 47. 
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SURVEYOR  GENERAL  from 1988 to 2002 

Chris, as with former Surveyors General, had many statutory 
duties in addition to other responsibilities. It was important 
for him to maintain good relations with senior politicians, with 
departmental managers and staff with whom he was required 
to be involved, and with the private survey sector. In addition, 
the role of Surveyor General in this period required 
considerable ability to ‘accommodate change’ due to the 
emergence of new technologies never imagined a generation 
ago – powerful computers, total stations, ‘super’ software, 
GPS, just to mention a few. A far change from the days of 
theodolites, measuring bands, Tellurometers, mechanical 
calculators, field books, star almanacs, trig tables, 

stereoplotting machines, drafting pens and stencils, all with which Chris was familiar and 
dependent upon back in the late 1960’s and early 70’s.  

There were many acts and regulations which involved the Surveyor General. To mention just 
some; The Land Surveyors Act and related Survey Regulations and By Laws, The Survey Co-
ordination Act, The Crown Lands Act, The Conveyancing and Law of Property Act, The Land 
Titles Act, The Boundary Fences Act, The Public Authorities Land Acquisition Act. As a 
consequence, the Surveyor General was required to attend many meetings and seminars, 
some of which were interstate.   

It is interesting to record a few of the earlier initiatives conceived by Chris, when Deputy 
then Acting Surveyor General, which he was in a position to implement in his early years as 
Surveyor General. These included a rationalisation of the regional and survey operational 
structure of the Survey Division in order to produce a leaner and more cost effective 
Division, a rationalisation of the Division’s cadastral survey role with emphasis on rectifying 
substandard work and maintaining professional standards, a review and restructure of the 
Division’s filing system, expanding the utilisation of automated cadastral surveying 
techniques such as GEOCOMP and AUTOCAD, the issuing of government survey work to the 
private sector which in turn improved the quality of cadastral services generally, the 
development and implementation of the Survey Division Time Analysis (TAN) System to 
improve efficiency, completion of the Digital Cadastral Data Base (DCDB), and a review of 
the operation of the Surveyors Board’s activities including the reduction and simplification 
of examination procedures and requirements. Chris was also much involved in the 
development and implementation of the very successful Land Information System Tasmania 
(the LIST).    

In March, 1990, whilst continuing to administer the statutory and administrative 
responsibilities of the Surveyor General, Chris assumed additional responsibilities as Acting 
Director of Land Information pending a departmental decision on a future permanent 
appointment to the then vacant position. This included a requirement to provide a focus for 
the co-ordination of many land information issues at both state and national levels. Chris 
became the State’s representative on the Intergovernmental Committee on Survey and 
Mapping (ICSM) and in 1992 he was honoured to be elected Chairman, a position he held 
for the following two years.  
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In August 1992, in order to comply with government Senior Executive Service requirements, 
it was necessary for Chris to reapply for the position of Surveyor General. This resulted in 
Chris submitting a comprehensive 33 page summary of his professional activities and 
experience since leaving school, including his many more recent achievements as Surveyor 
General. No surprise to those who knew him that Chris was reappointed. 

At the time of Chris’ reappointment in 1992 the Survey Division comprised four branches      
(Southern Regional Survey, Northern Regional Survey, Geodetic Survey, and Survey 
Drafting),  two development units (Survey Systems, and Digital Cadastral Data Base), and the 
Central Plan Office. A total of 45 full time staff were involved – 16 registered surveyors, 13 
field assistants, 12 drafting officers, and 4 clerical staff. This number had reduced from a 
total of 65 in mid 1987 and continued to reduce steadily in the following years during Chris’ 
term as Surveyor General. There were a range of reasons for this including government 
policy changes, significant technology changes as previously referred to, improved 
efficiency, and a reduction in the number of Crown Land and Mining Lease surveys.  

The above office, units and branches all had their own committees, boards, associations and 
interest groups which required Chris’ involvement in various ways. In addition Chris had 
other statutory responsibilities and a number of interstate commitments. How did he 
manage? 

I was a member of the Surveyors’ Board for 11 years, from 1989 to 2000, during which time 
Chris was chairman. I am able to say he was always very well prepared, very receptive to 
member’s views, and ably resolved matters efficiently, usually in the end as he wished. 

Chris was skilled at looking ahead, at times too far perhaps for the agreement of others. In a 
paper presented to an Institution of Surveyors Tasmania survey congress circa 1995 he 
floated the idea of implementing a legal coordinated cadastral system.  This involved 
reversing the accepted rules of boundary definition which prioritised the position of survey 
pegs or monuments on the ground above survey measurements. Property boundaries 
would be primarily defined by coordinates, not monuments.   David Lewellyn, the Minister 
for Lands, Parks and Wildlife had opened the conference and he advised Chris of his support 
if he wanted to implement such a system.  The proposal was strongly opposed by members 
of the survey profession, including Peter Zwart the Head of the School of Surveying at the 
University of Tasmania.  Interestingly, Chris was approached by an American university 
seeking permission to use his paper as a teaching aid. 

Chris decided to pursue the implementation of a coordinated cadastral boundary system 
which he knew would be capable of delivering most, if not all, of the potential benefits of a 
legal coordinate system, whilst avoiding the inevitable widespread opposition to it. Under a 
coordinated cadastral boundary system, boundaries are defined by monuments supported 
by coordinates.  The current Land Surveyors Act requires surveyors to assign coordinates to 
cadastral boundaries. 

Chris was able to implement the principle of legal coordinates when the Marine Farming 
Branch of the Department of Primary Industries asked him to help solve problems they were 
having defining marine farm boundaries.  He recommended they be defined by coordinates 
only.  His Marine Cadastre adopted in the early 1990s has to this day not been changed.  
Most land surveyors would agree that a move to a legal coordinated cadastral system at 
some time in the future is inevitable 
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In 1994 Chris had a major heart attack causing serious heart damage. As a result it was 
necessary for him to take extended sick leave for the following six months. 

In the late 1990s Chris, as Surveyor General and being involved with the definition of 
electoral boundaries, was one of a special government committee of five appointed to 
advise the Governor regarding changes needed to reduce the number of Legislative Council 
members from 19 to 15. Chris considered his role on this committee, chaired by a retired 
judge, as a compliment to the surveying profession in general.      

 

SURVEYORS ACT 2002 

Perhaps Chris’ greatest challenge in later years was to ‘rewrite’ the Land Surveyors’ Act.  A 
review of all legislation was required by the Commonwealth Government to identify and 
remove any anti-competitive provisions. Chris saw this as an opportunity for the surveying 
profession and presented a paper to an ISA Tas survey congress titled ‘Competition and the 
Professional Surveyor: There are Two Sides to Every Boundary’ in which he identified them. 
He was concerned that in other states, reviews carried out by the survey profession usually 
recommended maintaining the status quo.  He was also concerned that if he worked with 
the profession he would, as Surveyor General, end up having to give advice to Government 
about his own work.  So Chris conducted the review and drafted a new Land Surveyors Act 
with very little input from others.   Many of his proposals were controversial and generated 
considerable opposition when the proposed Bill went through its consultation process. 
Consequently Chris was on a ‘knife edge’ for over two years, not helped by heart issues at 
both ends of this period. Eventually, after several drafts, this long and difficult project ended 
when the new Surveyors Act 2002 was adopted not long before Chris’ retirement at the end 
of 2002 at the age of 62.   

In an article published in issue 78 of the Tasmanian Surveyor, November 2002, Chris wrote 
“The passage of the new legislation after so many years of discussion and debate within the 
surveying profession, is perhaps an event unrivalled in significance only by the proclamation 
of the Land Surveyors Act in 1909. For me personally, it brings to a conclusion the most 
difficult and demanding task of my surveying career.  For the two professional institutions 
within Tasmania it creates a range of opportunities that I hope will in time be recognised, 
and fully exploited, to the ultimate benefit of the profession and the community that it 
serves”. 

The essential rationale behind the Act remains today with the Land Surveyor accreditation 
process managed by the Institute of Surveyors Tasmania (IST) and an audit process in place 
to identify errors or deficiencies in Land Surveyor’s work.  However, some of the original 
provisions have been removed or amended.  For example: Land Surveyor’s performance 
indicators are no longer published in the Surveyors Register, so the concept of enabling the 
market to make use of them to choose a surveyor has been abandoned. There is now a 
registration fee which is passed on to the IST to subsidise the cost of the accreditation 
process.  
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BEFORE and AFTER WORK   

Chris had a range of interests unrelated to his employment responsibilities. 

As previously mentioned, he loved surfing and skiing (very similar in ways) during ‘younger’ 
years. Later as also mentioned, the restoration of ‘Maiden Erleigh’ became a project of 
special interest, this at times involving very hard work (when time was available), for both 
Chris and Sandra as described above. In addition they maintained an extensive garden and a 
small range of livestock on their 4 hectare rural property. 

It is of note Chris built at least two of his own surfboards, at times when it was not easy to 
find the desired shape and size available in stores. One he made from an old tabletop. To 
find out more google ‘Christopher Rowe Surfing Pioneer’ from the 1/12/2019 edition of The 
Mercury newspaper. 

In the period between leaving school in 
1957 and 1972 Chris was very involved in 
skiing as a sport. This interest culminated 
with him personally building the last 
privately owned ski lodge on Ben 
Lomond between 1969 and 1972. The 
many challenges involved with this 
project, and after, were enough to be the 
subject of another story! Skiing friend 
and surveyor John Manning recalls  ‘Chris 
quickly developed as a beautiful skier to 
watch---to become the most stylish 
parallel skier on Ben Lomond’. 

Following retirement in 2002, Chris was able to more actively pursue other interests, in 
addition to family of course which includes 4 grand children. These included building and 
flying radio controlled model aircraft, a hobby since school days, and cruising about in his 
glistening ‘old English white’ 1970 vintage MG B GT sports car. 

Most surveyors enjoy finding old survey marks and Chris was no exception. Well after 
retirement he obtained great satisfaction locating an old stone pile on Johnson’s Sugarloaf, 
only 2 kms. from home, established in 1827 by Surveyor Seymour. ‘Refer to Plan 39’ says 
Chris. 

In recent years Chris has had additional serious health issues. In 2013 he suffered ventricular 
tachycardia (life threatening rapid heartbeat) and had to be ‘paddled’ to restore normal 
heart function. This is now maintained with an implanted defibrillator. And last year he was 
diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Maybe all this is the result of a ‘worn out’ 
engine from earlier years described above. 

 

MEMORIES 

I recently asked Chris were there any very special incidents in his working life.  He 
immediately recounted an event in 1959 (mentioned earlier) when working with Chris 
Butler on a geodetic survey near Mt Anne. Chris was the last of a party to climb a rope 
ladder to board a helicopter when low cloud suddenly closed in and the chopper had to 
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climb. Maybe the pilot thought all were aboard. Chris was thus left in mid air above Lake 
Judd hanging on to the ladder for dear life as the chopper ascended. Miraculously he was 
able to work his way up the rope ladder as it swung precariously in the wind. Need it be said 
he survived ! 

And a similar incident when working on Macquarie Island with Chris Butler. They were both 
very nearly left behind when the Nella Dan was forced to unexpectedly up anchor and leave 
when faced with an approaching Antarctic storm.  

A few surveyors who worked with and knew Chris well have provided me with some brief 
memories they have as follows. 

From John Dent, a member of The Surveyors’ Board in the period while Chris was Chairman :                                                                   
‘At the time when the Surveyor’s Act 1909 was under review Chris was pushing substantial 
reform. His clear vision of where he thought the profession should go in the future was 
driving these changes. It was not universally agreed by surveyors that this direction was 
desirable, but Chris persisted and gave detailed and concise rationale about the new model 
he was proposing. His leadership against some stiff opposition resulted in the Surveyors Act 
2002 being passed into law. In hindsight the changes were good for the profession and 
Tasmania as a whole and it was Chris’ vision and determination that enabled the legislation 
to come into being.’ 

From John Manning, a former surveyor in the Lands and Survey Department:                            
‘I recall when Chris was chair of The Intergovernmental Committee on Surveying and 
Mapping and I was chair of The National Geodetic Technical Committee, Chris always gave 
me strong support as Australia controversially moved from its ground based geodetic 
adjustment to the space based International Geodetic Reference Frame necessary for GPS 
implementation. This was not an easy decision requiring all previous survey coordinates, 
from national down to state and local council coordinates, to be changed by nearly 200 
metres . So this application of co-ordinates and the use of space based technology was to 
become a forward looking application in Tasmania, championed by Chris in legislation’. 

From David Boyer, a former surveyor with the Forestry Commission :                                        
‘In my early years of surveying I remember Chris as ‘an occasional and sensible talker’ and a 
very competent surveyor with very neat survey notes drawn with a chisel pointed pencil.  
During his time at the Commission there were a couple of notable developments which he 
was responsible for (mentioned above). In later years for a period while I was president of 
ISA, Chris did not play much of a part in professional matters, as was the case for most of his 
predecessors in the SG position, for good reason. In the final years in our respective 
positions, Chris developed legislation which resulted in the disbanding of the Surveyors’ 
Board and transferring responsibility for registration to the profession which I then 
considered not to be in the best interests of the Government or the profession’. 

From Nick Bowden, formally of the Office of the Surveyor General: 
Chris was my immediate supervisor when I commenced employment with the Mapping 
Survey Section in 1975.  We had lots of common interests and always got on well together.  
These included skiing, bush walking, the practical side of gardening (watering systems etc.), 
house renovation and shack construction.  My shack at Penstock Lagoon was a modest 
achievement compared to the difficulties and challenges he overcame to build a ski lodge at 
the Ben Lomond ski village. 
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He was always prepared to argue the case for purchasing suitable vehicles and survey 
equipment for our work which involved lots of travelling and measuring very long distances.  
He was always on the lookout for improvements.  A good example was the survey lamps we 
were using.  They were ex-army 12 volt signalling lamps that we used to fit with 6 volt 
globes so they would burn brightly (while the globe lasted).  With the help of an electrical 
engineer from the University Chris developed a lamp that incorporated the parabolic 
reflector of an army lamp, a quartz halogen bulb, a dimming switch and a camera tripod for 
improved aiming.  They also developed a parabolic antenna to improve the performance of 
the CA1000 Tellurometers we were using at that time. 

When Chris was Surveyor General I was appointed to one of the positions titled Geomatic 
Specialist within the Office of the Surveyor General.  Chris was both a clear and forward 
thinker and not afraid to pursue changes that were controversial if he thought they would 
benefit the Department, the survey profession and/or the community. He used to get 
frustrated when his views were not accepted. 

 

TO CONCLUDE 

The previous pages are but a summary of Christopher Rowe’s remarkable working life. Many 
more pages would be necessary to cover in more detail his special achievements and 
interests. 

His career, after arriving in Tasmania as a 10 year old immigrant schoolboy, began as a 
Cadet Surveyor, then in order, a Staff Surveyor, a Coordination Surveyor, a Mapping Survey 
Officer, the Senior Geodetic Surveyor, the Principal Survey and Mapping Officer, the Deputy 
Surveyor General, the Acting Surveyor General, and finally THE Surveyor General. Today in 
his 80th year Chris is still active with many interests and friends, and as he battles a number 
of health issues. 

Chris made each step in his working life a learning platform for the next until ultimately 
reaching the top of the ladder. He was highly respected for his foresight and drive to initiate 
change as described above.  

Well done Christopher Rowe.    

 

Sadly Chris died on 20 July 2021, after many weeks in hospital due to leukaemia, which 
seriously afflicted him during the final eighteen months of his life.  The following notice was 
published in The Mercury on 22 July 2021: 

ROWE, Christopher Maurice 

14/09/1940 – 20/07/2021 

It is with sadness that the Tasmanian surveying profession acknowledges the passing of 
Christopher Maurice Rowe, Surveyor General of Tasmania from 1987 – 2002. Our 
condolences are expressed to Chris’s wife Sandy, and extended family. On behalf of the 
Office of the Surveyor General, Michael Giudici, Surveyor General Tasmania.                                                                 


