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Minister’s  
foreword

Salmon is one of Tasmania’s great success stories.  Since the industry began 
in the 1980s Tasmanian companies have been pioneers in fish farming, animal 
health, technology, and environmental improvement to match our unique local 
conditions.     

The Tasmanian Government provides for the use and protection of our State’s magnificent marine 
environment on behalf of all who value our coastal waters for commercial, recreation and personal or 
spiritual purposes.  With robust regulation, responsible management and continued innovation in the sector, 
Tasmanian salmon companies can continue to meet consumer and market demand, sustainably.

The Sustainable Industry Growth Plan for the Salmonid Industry, the “Salmon Plan”, released in 2017 aimed to 
support the industry to achieve its target. This second progress report outlines the substantial achievements 
made against the many sustainability initiatives in the Salmon Plan.

The hard work will be continuing to ensure the industry remains sustainable and retains the support of the 
Tasmanian community.

We will develop a new 10-year Salmon Plan beginning on 1 January 2023, underpinned by the following 
principles:

1.  There will be no net increase in leased farming areas in Tasmanian waters. 
This is an important principle, noting an immediate 12-month moratorium will be put in place to enable 
existing exploration permits to be considered in the context of the 10-Year Salmon Plan. 

2.  Innovation – future growth lies in land-based and offshore salmon farming 
We will develop new research and innovation programs to support salmon farming further offshore in 
deep waters, including Commonwealth waters, and to increase salmon farming on shore in land-based 
systems. 

3.  World-best practice through continuous improvement 
We will ensure world’s best practices through continuous improvement in regulation and transparency, 
and review fees and charges to ensure full cost recovery and an appropriate return to the Tasmanian 
community. 

4.  Strict independent regulation 
Separation of the EPA from DPIPWE will further enhance its role as the independent environmental 
regulator.  Immediate additional positions will be created to support compliance, including a new Director 
of Fin Fish Compliance.

Over the next 12 months, the Plan will be developed and will allow industry and the community to identify 
new long-term actions that support our vision for a sustainable industry, which continues to support 
Tasmanian jobs and businesses across the supply chain.

With a production value of nearly $900 million in 2019-20, Tasmanian salmon is Australia’s largest 
aquaculture industry.  We have the people and culture that will strive to lead the world in all forms of 
sustainable aquaculture, delivering food security for Tasmanians and high-value premium products.  
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Consistent with the National Aquaculture Strategy, Tasmania is working to maximise the opportunity from 
future aquaculture in offshore Commonwealth waters including salmon, seaweed and potentially other species. 
We are developing the regulatory framework and processes needed to potentially provide for marine farming 
to operate in Commonwealth waters that will be regulated and managed by the Tasmanian Government. This 
includes the potential first step of aquaculture research with the Blue Economy Cooperative Research Centre 
as a strategic research partner. 

The Fin Fish Spatial Planning information being developed by our world-class Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies (IMAS) is a useful tool for considering multiple criteria and stakeholder values. In future, such tools 
may be developed further and used to aid decision making about a range of potential activities in our marine 
environment. Importantly, it is a tool and does not set Government policy. This research is relevant only to the 
extent that it is consistent with Government policy and the principles outlined above.

When it comes to salmon farming in Tasmania, we have an approach of continuous improvement and its 
important to recognise initiatives, including:

• transferring responsibility for the environmental regulation of the industry to the independent Environment 
Protection Authority including the requirement for new environmental licences, along with environmental 
monitoring;

• a zero-tolerance policy on marine farming debris and giving Marine and Safety Tasmania a formal role in safety 
enforcement around marine farms;

• greater transparency through publishing environmental, fish health and other industry data on the Salmon Portal, 
as well as benchmarking the Tasmanian industry through the Tasmanian Salmon Industry Environmental Scorecard; 
and

• significant investments by Government and industry into science and research and development through the 
world-class Tasmanian Institute for Marine and Antarctic Science (IMAS), as well as the leading Aquatic Animal 
Health and Vaccines Centre, located in DPIPWE facilities in Launceston. 

I sincerely thank the thousands of workers, allied businesses and support organisations that make up our 
salmon industry, along with the regulators and staff in DPIPWE, for progressing the many initiatives in the 
Salmon Plan. 

I can assure you that we are gearing up to continue to work with the industry and Tasmanian community for a 
sustainable salmon industry for this generation and beyond.

Guy Barnett 
Minister for Primary Industries and Water
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All environmental licences issued under 
the Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control Act 1994 and marine 
farming licences issued under the Living 
Marine Resources Management Act 1995 
are now accessible from the LISTmap.

The public can now report marine 
farming debris to DPIPWE’s Marine 
Farming Branch on email:  
mfops@dpipwe.tas.gov.au  or via the 
online reporting form at  
Report Marine Farming Debris Online.

The Department of Primary Industries, 
Parks, Water and Environment 
(DPIPWE) has varied salmon marine 
farming licence conditions to ensure all 
floating marine farming equipment  is 
identifiable and recorded in a register 
and that Marine and Safety Tasmania 
(MAST) is formally notified of any 
potential navigation hazards.

The development of a Draft Tasmanian 
Salmonid Biosecurity Program, under 
the provisions of the new Biosecurity Act 
2019 is well advanced, with stakeholder 
and community consultation to occur 
in 2021. The new General Biosecurity 
Duty, established under the Act, which 
emphasises the need for Government, 
industry and the community to 
work together to maintain a strong 
biosecurity system, became law on 31 
March 2021.

The Salmonid Biosecurity Program is 
complemented by the development of 
a new Environmental Standard and a 
Marine Farming Operational Standard.

Advancements in fish health are 
being realised with five fish vaccines 
now in commercial use developed by 
Tasmania’s Centre for Aquatic Animal 
Health and Vaccines with three more 
vaccines under development.

The creation of the Blue Economy 
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) 
embeds Tasmania as a centre for 
excellence in marine research and 
brings together local, national and 
international researchers. The CRC 
will, for example, help pave the way 
for new offshore aquaculture and 
renewable energy technologies for 
commercialisation and development of 
supporting environmental guidelines, 
policies and frameworks. This will 
help provide further confidence 
that potential new marine farming 
developments will operate to the 
highest standards.

The Tasmanian Trade Strategy Annual 
Action Plan 2021 recognises there 
is significant potential to work with 
the industry to further develop the 
Tasmanian salmon brand as part of 
our seafood sector, and to develop 
more priority markets for Tasmania’s 
premium products.

The Tasmanian Salmon 

Farming Data Website, 

or Salmon Portal, 

provides publicly 

available information 

on the environment, 

fish health, operational 

compliance and 

production:  

see Salmon Portal        

Salmon Plan: Second Progress  
Report Highlights

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/marine-farming-aquaculture/marine-farming-debris
https://salmonfarming.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/
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Action 1 and 2

Action Progress Status

Maintaining public confidence in the salmon industry

1. Clearly identifying 
the areas of 
Tasmania’s coastal 
waters where salmon 
will continue to be 
farmed, areas where 
further growth might 
be possible (subject 
always to careful and 
open planning and 
approval processes), 
and areas where 
salmon farming will 
be excluded.

A contemporary finfish spatial planning exercise is developing tools to help identify 
potential sustainable growth areas for offshore finfish marine farms. The specific 
work  is being undertaken by the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) 
using lessons learnt from the Pilot Marine Spatial Assessment Tool that was 
developed by IMAS in south east Tasmania. 

The work excludes the east coast of Tasmania, inclusive of Cape Portland to 
Tasman Island, as the Government indicated it will not allow additional finfish farms 
in this area. 

Since the release of the One Year Review of the Salmon Plan, the Storm Bay North 
Marine Farming Development Plan has been approved. This new plan allows a new 
zone to be developed in Storm Bay within which finfish, shellfish and seaweeds are 
permitted to be grown. Link to Marine Farming Development Plans are available 
from:  https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/marine-farming-aquaculture/
marine-farming-development-plans/current-marine-farming-development-plans  

Refer to new 
Government 
policy 
principles (in 
Minister’s 
Foreword) 

2. A commitment 
to future expansion 
moving into oceanic 
(deeper and high-
energy) waters, 
rather than estuarine 
waters

DPIPWE granted permits under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 
to three marine farming companies to undertake scientific research in State waters. 
These permits allow Huon Aquaculture, Petuna Aquaculture  and Tassal to deploy 
scientific equipment and conduct environmental monitoring to assess the suitability 
of these areas for future salmonid farming. The three areas are South and East of 
Cape Connella (off South Bruny Island), the Far North West (to the east of Three 
Hummock Island) and the eastern side of King Island. All three permits relate to 
areas that are outside of any recognised estuary and are in deeper, more exposed 
locations than have been previously used for salmon farming.

 As outlined in the National Aquaculture Strategy, the Government is working 
through the required jurisdictional processes and regulatory framework needed to 
potentially provide for finfish marine farming, and other forms of aquaculture, to 
operate in Commonwealth waters. Refer to the National Aquaculture Strategy for 
further information.

Refer to new 
Government 
policy 
principles (in 
Minister’s 
Foreword)

Actions

https://www.imas.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1295555/IMAS-Spatial-Assessment-Tool-Web.pdf
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/marine-farming-aquaculture/marine-farming-development-plans/current-marine-farming-development-plans
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/marine-farming-aquaculture/marine-farming-development-plans/current-marine-farming-development-plans
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/fisheries/aquaculture/national-aquaculture-strategy
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Actions continued

Action 3, 4 and 5

Action Progress Status

Maintaining public confidence in the salmon industry

3. Analysis of existing 
marine farming 
development plan 
areas used for 
salmon farming, 
particularly with a 
view to strengthening 
biosecurity.

The Government is working with the industry through the processes under 
the Biosecurity Act 2019 to implement a new Salmon Biosecurity Program. The 
outcomes of this process will inform what changes to current marine farming 
development plans might be appropriate.

The Biosecurity Program will set the standard for what operational measures 
salmon companies could undertake, and any potential adjustments to lease 
locations, to improve biosecurity management. 

See also initiative 9 – Biosecurity Program.

Refer to 
Biosecurity 
Program 

4. A competitive 
tender process 
for access to any 
proposed new and 
untried farming 
areas, with criteria 
for success to be 
determined by 
government.

The Government has indicated that the new 10-year Salmon Plan will include a new 
industry fee structure to reinvest into compliance and monitoring, and to ensure full 
cost recovery and an appropriate return to the Tasmanian community. 

Designed as 
part of the 
new 10 year 
Salmon Plan

5. A formal 
agreement, jointly 
developed by all 
current finfish licence 
holders and the 
Government, for 
sustainable future 
farming in Macquarie 
Harbour.

Tassal and Petuna have entered into a limited Joint Venture (JV) for the potential 
rearing of smolt to assist in the management of operations in Macquarie Harbour 
that provides great flexibility for animal welfare, biosecurity and environmental 
outcomes. 

The Director of the EPA issued new stocking and biomass determinations for the 
period 1 February 2019 to 31 May 2022, which combine the total lease area of the 
Joint Venture partners, Tassal and Petuna.

The Director of the EPA also determined to maintain the total biomass limit for 
salmonids (salmon and trout) in Macquarie Harbour at 9500 tonnes for the period 
1 June 2020 to 31 May 2022. 

A statement of reasons for the Director’s decision on the Macquarie Harbour 
Biomass Determination can be viewed at:

https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-
finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour        

We will 
continue 
to closely 
monitor 
Macquarie 
Harbour to 
ensure the 
health of 
the Harbour 
through 
sustainable 
and 
compliant 
operations.

https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour
https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour
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Action 6

Action Progress Status

Maintaining public confidence in the salmon industry

6. Adoption of a 
new ‘zero-tolerance’ 
approach to marine 
debris and related 
boating safety issues 

The public can now report marine farming debris to DPIPWE’s Marine Farming 
Branch on mfops@dpipwe.tas.gov.au or via the online reporting form at Report 
Marine Farming Debris Online.

DPIPWE has updated its website to reflect the available marine farming debris 
reporting options.

The Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association (TSGA) also released a Debris 
Tracker App and Hotline: (1300 332 747) to facilitate the public reporting of debris. 

All reports submitted via both the industry Debris Tracker App and the industry 
Hotline are sent to the salmon company closest to the marine farming debris for 
removal, in addition to DPIPWE’s Marine Farming Branch, and Marine and Safety 
Tasmania (MAST) for appropriate action.

The companies have also developed debris management partnerships with 
community groups and social enterprises, and are trialling attaching GPS units to 
some marine farming equipment, on their more exposed sites, which will enable 
real-time tracking and immediately alert them to any equipment moving off their 
leases.

DPIPWE has engaged with companies to provide briefings of the zero-tolerance 
compliance approach and develop company-specific marine farming equipment 
registers (including unique identification).

DPIPWE has varied all salmon marine farming licence conditions to include 
requirements to ensure that all floating marine farming equipment is identifiable 
or uniquely marked as the property of the licence holder, and all floating marine 
farming equipment used under a licence is recorded in the approved marine farming 
equipment register form and submitted as required by the Secretary, DPIPWE. It 
is also a requirement that MAST is formally notified, as soon as practicable, of any 
potential hazards to navigation.

DPIPWE also publishes information on industry marine clean-up data and 
infringement notices on the Salmon Portal, and all the companies publish 
sustainability information on their individual websites.

Ongoing

Action 3, 4 and 5
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marine farming 
development plan 
areas used for 
salmon farming, 
particularly with a 
view to strengthening 
biosecurity.

The Government is working with the industry through the processes under 
the Biosecurity Act 2019 to implement a new Salmon Biosecurity Program. The 
outcomes of this process will inform what changes to current marine farming 
development plans might be appropriate.

The Biosecurity Program will set the standard for what operational measures 
salmon companies could undertake, and any potential adjustments to lease 
locations, to improve biosecurity management. 

See also initiative 9 – Biosecurity Program.

Refer to 
Biosecurity 
Program 

4. A competitive 
tender process 
for access to any 
proposed new and 
untried farming 
areas, with criteria 
for success to be 
determined by 
government.

The Government has indicated that the new 10-year Salmon Plan will include a new 
industry fee structure to reinvest into compliance and monitoring, and to ensure full 
cost recovery and an appropriate return to the Tasmanian community. 

Designed as 
part of the 
new 10 year 
Salmon Plan

5. A formal 
agreement, jointly 
developed by all 
current finfish licence 
holders and the 
Government, for 
sustainable future 
farming in Macquarie 
Harbour.

Tassal and Petuna have entered into a limited Joint Venture (JV) for the potential 
rearing of smolt to assist in the management of operations in Macquarie Harbour 
that provides great flexibility for animal welfare, biosecurity and environmental 
outcomes. 

The Director of the EPA issued new stocking and biomass determinations for the 
period 1 February 2019 to 31 May 2022, which combine the total lease area of the 
Joint Venture partners, Tassal and Petuna.

The Director of the EPA also determined to maintain the total biomass limit for 
salmonids (salmon and trout) in Macquarie Harbour at 9500 tonnes for the period 
1 June 2020 to 31 May 2022. 

A statement of reasons for the Director’s decision on the Macquarie Harbour 
Biomass Determination can be viewed at:

https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-
finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour        

We will 
continue 
to closely 
monitor 
Macquarie 
Harbour to 
ensure the 
health of 
the Harbour 
through 
sustainable 
and 
compliant 
operations.

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/marine-farming-aquaculture/marine-farming-debris
https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour
https://epa.tas.gov.au/business-industry/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/marine-based-finfish-farms/macquarie-harbour
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Action 7

Action Progress Status

Maintaining public confidence in the salmon industry

7. Development of a 
“Tasmanian Salmon 
Industry Scorecard” 
that benchmarks 
the industry against 
international best 
practice, as applicable 
in the Tasmanian 
context, and is 
regularly reviewed 
and updated. 

A draft Review of Tasmanian and International Regulatory Requirements for Salmonid 
Aquaculture and the Tasmanian Salmon Industry Environmental Scorecard was published 
on the EPA website in February 2020:  
https://epa.tas.gov.au/regulation/salmon-aquaculture/industry-regulation   

The Tasmanian Salmon Industry Environmental Scorecard can also be viewed on 
the EPA website.

The current Tasmanian salmon farming monitoring regime includes a combination 
of on-farm and broadscale monitoring and includes an assessment of both sediment 
and water quality indicators, with all active leases subject to environmental 
monitoring. 

The current environmental monitoring requirements are well established and 
effective in the Tasmanian context and according to the scorecard, compare very 
well with other countries where salmonid marine farming is undertaken.

To ensure that current and future Tasmanian aquaculture practices remain 
sustainable, the Government is developing a new Environmental Standard aligning 
with best practice for Tasmania.

The Director of the EPA has commissioned the Scottish Association of Marine 
Science to undertake an international independent scientific review of three 
broadscale environmental monitoring programs for the D’Entrecasteaux Channel/
Huon River, Macquarie Harbour and Storm Bay, these will be completed by the end 
of 2021.

DPIPWE is also developing a Marine Farming Operational Standard to provide 
consistent and contemporary management controls across all statutory Marine 
Farming Development Plans for all species. This will improve transparency, provide 
clarity for all lease and licence holders and the community, streamline regulation, 
without reducing any of the safeguards in place.

Ongoing

Actions continued

https://salmonfarming.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/Salmon%20Snapshot.pdf
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Action 8 and 9

Action Progress Status

Improving the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of the industry’s  
environmental regulation, and the effectiveness of its biosecurity systems

8. Establishment of 
an industry funded 
Finfish Farming 
(Compliance and 
Monitoring) Unit 
in the Environment 
Protection Authority 
(EPA)

The State Government collects fees and levies to support the ongoing regulation of 
the salmon industry.  The fees include lease fees under the Marine Farming Planning 
Act 1995, licence fees under the Fisheries (General and Fees) Regulations 2016, and 
levies under the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995.

These fees and levies equated to $3.6 million for the 2020-21 licence period. 

These levies provide funding for essential marine farming work, including for the 
staff within the Salmon Environmental Management Section of EPA and additional 
staff in DPIPWE.

DPIPWE has commenced a review of the fee and levy structure for the salmonid 
industry. The review is initially considering the cost of services provided by the 
Government to regulate and support the industry.

Ongoing

9. Develop an 
industry-wide 
Biosecurity Program 
that can be given 
effect through the 
proposed new 
Biosecurity Act.

The new Biosecurity Act 2019 builds on current systems and provides a streamlined 
and more effective framework to better protect the State’s primary industries, 
including the salmon industry. Further information is available from:  
Biosecurity Act 2019.

The Biosecurity Act also introduces in Tasmania a new legal obligation known as the 
General Biosecurity Duty – or GBD. The Act emphasises the importance of shared 
responsibilities and the need for Government, industry and the community to work 
together to maintain a strong biosecurity system.

The changes this Act brings are being rolled out in a manner to ensure effective 
implementation and business and community engagement with these significant 
reforms. 

DPIPWE is working with the salmon industry to develop a Government biosecurity 
program. The program will be enforceable under the Biosecurity Act through 
new Regulations and is based on a number of spatially defined biosecurity zones, 
within which a number of biosecurity standards will apply.  These standards will 
cover matters such as disposal of waste, management and disinfection protocols 
for movement of fish, boats and marine farming equipment within and between 
biosecurity zones.  Public consultation on a Draft Tasmanian Salmonid Biosecurity 
Program is intended to commence in the fourth quarter of 2021.

Ongoing

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/about-biosecurity-tasmania/biosecurity-act-2019
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Action 10 and 11

Action Progress Status

Improving the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of the industry’s  
environmental regulation, and the effectiveness of its biosecurity systems

10. Collection 
of a wider range 
of environmental 
information, including 
real time data, and 
increased public 
access to relevant 
environmental 
information through 
an independent 
portal hosted by the 
Institute for Marine 
and Antarctic Studies 
(IMAS)

The Tasmanian Salmon Farming Data Website, ie the Salmon Portal - provides 
an array of information about the regulation and performance of the salmon 
industry.  The portal is updated on a quarterly basis and includes information on 
the environment, fish health, operational compliance and production. Further 
information will be added to over time as industry reporting requirements change 
or when new datasets can be made available.

All Environmental Licences issued under the Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control Act 1994 and Marine Farming licences issued under the Living Marine 
Resources Management Act 1995 that have been provided to companies are now 
publicly available on the LISTmap  
https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map?bookmarkId=435978

Ongoing

11. Continuing strong 
support for the 
State’s advanced fish 
health and biosecurity 
facilities  

Five fish vaccines now in commercial use in Tasmania have been developed by the 
Centre for Aquatic Animal Health & Vaccines (CAAHV) based at DPIPWE’s Mt 
Pleasant Laboratories in Launceston, with a further three new vaccines also under 
development. These vaccines are all specifically tailored for the diseases that affect 
Atlantic salmon and rainbow trout production in Tasmania.

The CAAHV has secured a $6.9 million investment from the Fisheries Research 
and Development Corporation over the next five years, which is being matched 
by in-kind Tasmanian Government contributions, for an aquatic animal health R&D 
program to be delivered in partnership with industry stakeholders. 

An industry-government Steering Committee has been established to oversight the 
scientific program. 

Ongoing

Actions continued

https://salmonfarming.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/
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Action 12

Action Progress Status

Improving the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of the industry’s  
environmental regulation, and the effectiveness of its biosecurity systems

12. Encouraging 
relevant research 
and development, 
and the subsequent 
adoption of new 
technologies that 
reduce environmental 
impacts.

The Tasmanian Government (through DPIPWE) is participating in the Blue Economy 
Cooperative Research Centre (the Blue Economy CRC), which officially opened 
in January 2020. This globally significant CRC embeds Tasmania as a centre for 
excellence in marine research and development. The Tasmanian Government has 
committed over $200,000 of funding, plus in-kind support per annum to projects 
that for example, pave the way for new offshore aquaculture, and develop the 
supporting environmental guidelines, policies and frameworks to provide confidence 
that offshore developments operate to the highest environmental standards.

The Tasmanian Government has supported the development of the Macquarie 
Harbour biogeochemical and optical water quality model to inform the ongoing 
sustainable management of the harbour.

The Tasmanian Government is a key partner in the development of a Storm Bay 
observation system, biogeochemical model and decision support tool to support 
industry growth. Further information is available form:  
FRDC Storm Bay Research Program

Through its Sustainable Marine Research Collaboration Agreement (SMRCA) with 
IMAS the Tasmanian Government has continued to support research to underpin 
sustainable aquaculture management. This research has been able to continue 
despite challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. Further information is 
available from the IMAS Salmon Interactions Team.

Recent projects have included support for the development of environmental 
standards for salmon aquaculture in Tasmania, assessment of benthic recovery following 
lease destocking, multibeam swathe mapping for zone assessments and the compilation 
of spatial data layers of the Tasmanian coastline to support planning needs.  

Ongoing

https://salmonfarming.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/
https://www.frdc.com.au/issues/frdc-csiro-imas---storm-bay-research-program
https://salmoninteractionsteam.org/research-insights-faq/
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Action 13 and 14

Action Progress Status

Supporting industry growth

13. Strong support 
for the industry’s 
sustainable growth, 
to maximise 
the industry’s 
contribution to the 
State by 2030.

The Gross Value of Production (preliminary) of Tasmanian salmonids (including 
salmon and trout) was $888 million in 2019/20 according to the  
ABARES fisheries and aquaculture statistics 2020 

The Tasmanian Agrifood Scorecard for 2018-19  highlights that with a then beach 
value of $796 million, salmon remained the highest value food product in Tasmania’s 
primary sector. 

Based on industry reporting to DPIPWE there were 1734 full time equivalent (FTEs) 
and 199 casual jobs employed state-wide in 2020-21. In addition, to the direct FTEs, 
the industry also supports many jobs in the ancillary sectors through the provision 
of vessel, cage and net construction, feed production, training, transport and logistics 
and a range of contract, science, research and consultancy services.

14. Continued 
support for 
cooperative research, 
development and 
innovation through 
the supply chain.

The Tasmanian Government worked closely with all seafood producers during 
2020 to ensure supply chain continuity due to the impacts of COVID-19. This was 
coordinated under the Seafood Industry Recovery Coordination Group, which met 
monthly to identify key priorities for support.

The Blue Economy CRC combines industry partners with Australia’s best 
researchers, to deliver economically viable, environmentally adapted and socially 
acceptable innovations in seafood production, marine renewable energy and 
offshore engineering. This CRC represents a $329 million (including in-kind support) 
participant investment over the 10-year life of the CRC, including $70 million from 
the Australian Government and $2 million from the State Government. It brings 
together local, national and international industry partners with researchers to 
find new and innovative solutions to offshore challenges across seafood, energy 
and marine industries. It is intended that the focus of the first five years of the 
research programs will be in developing and testing new offshore aquaculture and 
renewable energy technologies ready for commercialisation and the supporting 
environmental guidelines, policies and frameworks to provide confidence that 
offshore developments will operate to the highest environmental standards.

Ongoing

Actions continued

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/fisheries/fisheries-and-aquaculture-statistics
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/facts-figures/tasmanian-agri-food-scorecards
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Action 13 and 14

Action Progress Status

Supporting industry growth

13. Strong support 
for the industry’s 
sustainable growth, 
to maximise 
the industry’s 
contribution to the 
State by 2030.

The Gross Value of Production (preliminary) of Tasmanian salmonids (including 
salmon and trout) was $888 million in 2019/20 according to the  
ABARES fisheries and aquaculture statistics 2020 

The Tasmanian Agrifood Scorecard for 2018-19  highlights that with a then beach 
value of $796 million, salmon remained the highest value food product in Tasmania’s 
primary sector. 

Based on industry reporting to DPIPWE there were 1734 full time equivalent (FTEs) 
and 199 casual jobs employed state-wide in 2020-21. In addition, to the direct FTEs, 
the industry also supports many jobs in the ancillary sectors through the provision 
of vessel, cage and net construction, feed production, training, transport and logistics 
and a range of contract, science, research and consultancy services.

14. Continued 
support for 
cooperative research, 
development and 
innovation through 
the supply chain.

The Tasmanian Government worked closely with all seafood producers during 
2020 to ensure supply chain continuity due to the impacts of COVID-19. This was 
coordinated under the Seafood Industry Recovery Coordination Group, which met 
monthly to identify key priorities for support.

The Blue Economy CRC combines industry partners with Australia’s best 
researchers, to deliver economically viable, environmentally adapted and socially 
acceptable innovations in seafood production, marine renewable energy and 
offshore engineering. This CRC represents a $329 million (including in-kind support) 
participant investment over the 10-year life of the CRC, including $70 million from 
the Australian Government and $2 million from the State Government. It brings 
together local, national and international industry partners with researchers to 
find new and innovative solutions to offshore challenges across seafood, energy 
and marine industries. It is intended that the focus of the first five years of the 
research programs will be in developing and testing new offshore aquaculture and 
renewable energy technologies ready for commercialisation and the supporting 
environmental guidelines, policies and frameworks to provide confidence that 
offshore developments will operate to the highest environmental standards.

Ongoing

Action 15

Action Progress Status

Supporting industry growth

15. Marketing and 
export development 
support linked to 
Tasmanian brand 
development. 

With many Tasmanian businesses impacted due to the global COVID-19 
disruptions the Tasmanian Government committed an additional $2.65 million for 
trade development through the Interim Trade Action Plan (ITAP) to provide a 
commitment to near-term clarity for Tasmanian businesses.

The Tasmanian Government recognises that the development of the salmonid 
industry is important to the economic future of the State and is committed to 
continued collaboration with the salmonid industry to pursue sustainable growth 
opportunities. 

Following consultation with the sector’s peak industry bodies and key stakeholders, 
the sector has identified the following priorities to be supported in the Salmonid 
sector Trade Action Plan 2021:

• to increase brand awareness of Tasmanian salmon; and

• expansion of markets. 

The Tasmanian Trade Strategy Annual Action Plan 2021 aims to address the 
priorities. Actions include:

• develop a Trade with Tasmania website including a virtual reality showcase 
portal and a Tasmanian Trade directory, which showcases Tasmanian salmon 
businesses and links to e-commerce platforms;

• deliver a Tasmanian seafood specific promotional campaign in the domestic 
market;

• collaborate with Tasmanian salmon businesses to identify opportunities to 
promote Tasmanian salmon products in priority markets;

• facilitate and support the Tasmanian seafood sector’s second phase of the 
Eat More Seafood (EMS) campaign via funding from the Trade Alliance 
Program;

• support Tasmanian salmon businesses to participate and exhibit at online 
virtual trade shows;

• leverage Tasmania’s strengths through the Asian Market Engagement Plan, 
which involves identifying market expansion opportunities for Tasmanian 
food and beverage products including salmon; and

• provide specialist individual advice for Tasmanian salmon businesses via Trade 
Start Advisory service and Trade Advocates in Singapore, Japan, USA and 
China including Hong Kong SAR and Taiwan.

A copy of the Tasmanian Trade Strategy Annual Action Plan 2021 can be viewed at:  
Trade Strategy Annual Action Plan 2021  

Ongoing

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/fisheries/fisheries-and-aquaculture-statistics
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/facts-figures/tasmanian-agri-food-scorecards
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/193302/Trade_Strategy_Annual_Action_Plan_2021.PDF
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Action 16 and 17

Action Progress Status

Supporting industry growth

16. Further 
investment in 
developing the skills 
and career paths 
industry needs.

In 2018, the Tasmanian Seafood Pledge, a partnership between Tasmanian 
Government, Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council and Seafood and Maritime Training 
Tasmania, was extended for a further three years through the provision of $2 million 
in funding to support essential safety and skills training for the seafood industry.

All endorsed Registered Training Organisations that provide services to the 
aquaculture industry can apply for funding through the Skills Fund and the Apprentice 
and Trainee Training Fund (User Choice) Program.  Skills Tasmania advises that it is 
estimated in 2020 the aquaculture industry secured training funding commitments 
greater than the $800,000 per annum under the Seafood Pledge. For example, 
Seafood and Maritime Training was allocated $1.2 million in late 2020 for delivery of 
training in 2021.

In March 2021 the Australian Government released the National Agricultural Labour 
Advisory Committee’s report – National Agricultural Workforce Strategy: Learning 
to excel, together with a Roadmap to attract, retain, upskill and modernise the 
agricultural workforce (including the seafood sector).

The Roadmap notes that addressing agricultural workforce matters is a shared 
priority for all governments, including through National Cabinet, and will continue 
to be a key strategic focus for all Australian agriculture ministers. The Tasmanian 
Government will continue to work with the Australian Government as it responds to 
the recommendations of the National Agricultural Workforce Strategy. The Strategy 
and Roadmap can be viewed at  
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/agricultural-workforce 

Ongoing

17. Establishment of a 
broad-based industry 
body to oversee the 
Plan’s implementation 
and meeting relevant 
milestones.

The Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association (TSGA) is currently the peak 
industry body.

No further 
action

Actions continued
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Action 16 and 17

Action Progress Status

Supporting industry growth

16. Further 
investment in 
developing the skills 
and career paths 
industry needs.

In 2018, the Tasmanian Seafood Pledge, a partnership between Tasmanian 
Government, Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council and Seafood and Maritime Training 
Tasmania, was extended for a further three years through the provision of $2 million 
in funding to support essential safety and skills training for the seafood industry.

All endorsed Registered Training Organisations that provide services to the 
aquaculture industry can apply for funding through the Skills Fund and the Apprentice 
and Trainee Training Fund (User Choice) Program.  Skills Tasmania advises that it is 
estimated in 2020 the aquaculture industry secured training funding commitments 
greater than the $800,000 per annum under the Seafood Pledge. For example, 
Seafood and Maritime Training was allocated $1.2 million in late 2020 for delivery of 
training in 2021.

In March 2021 the Australian Government released the National Agricultural Labour 
Advisory Committee’s report – National Agricultural Workforce Strategy: Learning 
to excel, together with a Roadmap to attract, retain, upskill and modernise the 
agricultural workforce (including the seafood sector).

The Roadmap notes that addressing agricultural workforce matters is a shared 
priority for all governments, including through National Cabinet, and will continue 
to be a key strategic focus for all Australian agriculture ministers. The Tasmanian 
Government will continue to work with the Australian Government as it responds to 
the recommendations of the National Agricultural Workforce Strategy. The Strategy 
and Roadmap can be viewed at  
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/agricultural-workforce 

Ongoing

17. Establishment of a 
broad-based industry 
body to oversee the 
Plan’s implementation 
and meeting relevant 
milestones.

The Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association (TSGA) is currently the peak 
industry body.

No further 
action



16

Grow. Make. Protect. Experience.

A copy of Tasmanian Government’s Sustainable  
Industry Growth Plan for the Salmon Industry (2017)  
can be found at: www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/salmonplan 

Further information in relation to the value, opportunities, regulation and management 
of the salmon industry in Tasmanian can be found online via the Salmon Portal:  
https://salmonfarming.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/

And 

www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/scorecards

 

Contacts 
Email: salmonplan@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
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http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/scorecards

