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Introduction 

Reliable information and evidence about the 
condition of Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA) values is vital to guide sound and 
adaptive management of the TWWHA and policy 
development. 

Our Status and Trends reports provide a summary 
of our current understanding and the current 
condition (status) of key values and any change 
in condition over time (trend). Monitoring and 
reporting on the condition and trend in condition 
of the cultural and natural heritage values of the 
property supports the delivery of an informed, 
effective and transparent, adaptive management  
regime for the TWWHA. Often though, monitoring 
data can be limited, and in these cases we rely on 
expert opinion to help manage the values. 

We are still building our knowledge base about 
the values of the TWWHA, their current state and 
threatening processes. For this frst set of Status 
and Trends reports, we have often had to make use 
of expert opinion to inform our assessments. As we 
undertake further monitoring and investigations, 
our confdence will increase in our ability to assess 
condition and changes in condition trajectory that 
may require management action. 

Our condition assessment approach adapts the  
International Union for Conservation of Nature  
(IUCN) method for World Heritage area conservation  
assessments. It makes use of a condition rating  
system with four categories: ‘good’; ‘good with some  
concern’; ‘signifcant concern’; and ‘unsatisfactory’.  

ASSESSMENT RATING 

Good 

Good with some concern 

Signifcant concern 

Unsatisfactory 

We have coupled this rating with a consideration 
of the trend in condition of the value, as well as 
an assessment of how confdent we are in making 
these claims, and presented the fndings using 
the ‘starwheel’ infographic approach. For further 
information on how to interpret the starwheel 
infographics, the reader should consult the more 
detailed Status and Trends reports. 

We hope that future Status and Trends reports will  
demonstrate increasing confdence in our assess-
ment as more studies are completed or undertaken. 

DECIDUOUS BEECH  
KING BILLY PINE FOREST  

WEINDORFERS FOREST  
Photo: Tim Rudman 
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Cultural and natural  
value condition  
Cultural Values 
There are approximately 1200 known Aboriginal 
cultural sites within the TWWHA, although the true 
extent of sites is unknown. These are considered 
to have high cultural value to Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people as they represent important physical 
remains of ancestral Aboriginal life in the TWWHA. 

The physical condition of the majority of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage sites and Aboriginal cultural 
values in the TWWHA is largely unknown and we 
are only just starting to document these. The little 
hard data we have, informed by the knowledge of 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people, suggests that the 
condition of Tasmanian Aboriginal cultural values is 
generally ‘good with some concern’.  

In recent years, we have made a concerted 
effort to commence the process of assessment, 
identifcation, evaluation and monitoring of 
Aboriginal cultural values. The sites and values 
with the greatest amount of investigative effort 
to date are a small number of shell midden and 
rock marking sites on the southern and western 
coast of the TWWHA. Some of these sites have 
been impacted by natural processes such as storm 
surges and wind erosion, however the overall 
condition is still classed as ‘good with some 
concern’. Expert opinion suggests however, that  
their condition is deteriorating over time.  

In assessing the 3 World Heritage cultural listing 
criteria for which the property is renowned, a 
condition rating of ‘good with some concern’ 
has been determined. Our confdence in making 
this rating will improve through ongoing data 
collection.  

The TWWHA however, remains a globally 
signifcant example of a system of complex 
interactions between ecosystems and the oldest 
continuous culture that has evolved over 40 000 
years. The property can therefore be considered 
as fundamentally retaining the same attributes 
that originally satisfed the three World Heritage 
cultural listing criteria that contribute to its 
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV).However, 
for each of the three cultural listing criteria, 
the condition of some of their attributes is 
deteriorating, resulting in a rating of ‘good with 
some concern’ for listing criteria (iii) (iv) and (vi). 
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In the global context, the TWWHA is amongst the 
largest, most intact and least disturbed wilderness 
areas. The 2013 extension to the property further 
enhanced the degree of intactness and naturalness 
of the property, providing enduring World Heritage 
protection for its signifcant cultural values. 
This increase in the size of the property and the 
resultant ability to further protect the cultural 
values through the actions of the comprehensive  
2016 Management Plan, is the primary reason we 
have rated Integrity as ‘good’. There is however, 
a growing expectation that this may change over 
time as a result of climate change impacts. 

The unique cultural criteria of Authenticity is 
challenging to assess due to a paucity of data, but 
using expert opinion, has been assessed as ‘good 
with some concern’.  

Continuous occupation of the TWWHA for  
40 000 years by Tasmanian Aboriginals and their 
development of a unique cultural tradition in 
response to extreme climatic conditions can be 
verifed as authentic through Pleistocene cave 
sites with preserved and intact cultural deposits 
and rock art, a coastal zone rich in shell middens, 
and a landscape shaped by Tasmanian Aboriginal 
cultural burning and management. 

Based on the limited available information, we have 
constructed the following ‘starwheel’ infographic, 
and assessed the condition of the primary 
cultural value attributes in the TWWHA and 
assessed overall cultural values condition as ‘good 
with some concern’. In the absence of information 
or monitored evidence, this assessment rating 
has been derived  based on known threats, expert 
opinion, and elders’ understanding of the values. 

Our understanding of the potential impact from 
many threats on the cultural values of the property 
is very limited, but it is thought that climate 
change, and tourism and visitation pressures if 
unable to be mitigated, likely pose the greatest 
threats in many parts of the property, and will 
require careful management consideration. 

The physical condition of a variety of historical 
built heritage sites and structures of national 
signifcance has improved over the assessment 
period as a result of active conservation works 
undertaken by staff and volunteers. Signifcant 
improvements in the condition of historical 
heritage were achieved at Sarah Island Historic Site 
and Maatsuyker Island lighthouse. 

The condition of several remote area historical huts 
was maintained or improved, however, historical 
structures subject to the harsh environmental 
conditions in the TWWHA generally deteriorate 
over time in the absence of regular maintenance. 
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Natural Values 
Our assessment of the four World Heritage 
natural values listing criteria and their  
attributes, suggests that they remain intact and the 
property continues to maintain its OUV. 

The four natural value listing criteria (vii), (viii), (ix) 
and (x) have been assessed as ‘good’ or ‘good with 
some concern’. 

The TWWHA remains a globally signifcant example 
of a system of complex ecosystems that has 
evolved over millions of years. The superlative 
natural beauty of the property remains virtually 
unchanged. Those natural value attributes that 
contribute to the four listing criteria and that help 
give the TWWHA its OUV, remain present with 
a condition rating of ‘good’ or ‘good with some 
concern’. 

When it comes to assessing the Integrity of  
the TWWHA from a natural values perspective, 
given it is one of the largest, most intact and 
least disturbed wilderness areas in the world, and 
protected by the 2016 Management Plan, we have 
rated Integrity as good. 

The condition of natural values is generally  
thought to be ‘good with some concern’. Because 
we have signifcantly more data and understanding 
about the natural values compared with the cultural 
values, we are confdent in making this assessment. 
However for some natural values, we have limited 
information and evidence available and our 
assessments may often be framed on the basis 
of known threats, expert opinion or conceptual 
understanding of the value. 

The level of confdence we have in our assessment 
rating is backed up by overall assessment 
ratings of ‘good with some concern’ by both a) 
the United Nations Educational, Scientifc and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage 
Committee Reactive Monitoring Mission in 2015; 
and b) the independent 2020 Conservation 
Outlook Assessment report.  

We know that disease, invasive pests and weeds, 
and increased bushfre intensity and frequency 
have impacted some values in different parts of the 
property. River regulation impacts in the Gordon 
and Serpentine Rivers has modifed the natural 
hydrology, resulting in a rating of ‘signifcant 
concern’. The spread of introduced trout into the 
streams and rivers of the TWWHA has adversely 
impacted native fsh species richness. 
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The range of habitats across the TWWHA are 
generally in good condition but often with some 
concerns. The habitats that have been assessed 
as being in the best condition, are islands and 
moorlands. The former is due to the pristine or 
near pristine nature of virtually all of the thousands 
of islands and outcroppings that form part of the 
property. The moorlands and their buttongrass 
vegetation are highly adapted to fre and have 
responded well following each of the bushfres 
in the last decade, maintaining their ecological 
condition.  

The environmental quality  attributes of the 
property are assessed as ‘good with some concern’. 
The outstanding landscape wilderness quality 
of the TWWHA has generally been maintained 
although minor reductions in mapped wilderness 
quality have occurred over the period 2005 to 2015 
resulting in a rating of ‘good with some concern’. 
The wilderness additions created by the 2013 
extension to the property, have gone some way to 
offsetting the reductions. Water quality remains 
excellent with a majority of creeks considered 
pristine or near pristine. Litter/environmental 
cleanliness and noise/soundscape issues as 
assessed through both on-ground experience and 
expert opinion, have been rated as ‘good with some 
concern’. 
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Threats and risks to values 

In common with World Heritage listed properties 
around the world, the cultural and natural values 
of the TWWHA face a range of threats. Some of 
these threats are with us already. Some threats to 
the OUV of the TWWHA operate at a very localised 
level, whilst others may affect the entire property, 
and others affect some very specifc natural or 
cultural value attributes. 

The greatest threat to the OUV is from climate 
change and extreme events including bushfre. 
We are already seeing an increased frequency and 
intensity in fres, and if the current trend towards 
landscape-scale bushfres continues, permanent 
damage to some of the TWWHA’s key attributes 
is inevitable. The changing climate also brings 
with it a range of other threats such as increasing 
temperatures, storms, and sea level rise, each of 
which has the potential to adversely impact values 
of the property. We see evidence of coastal dune 
erosion impacting shell middens along the south- 
west coastline, and as sea levels rise and storms 
intensify, such impacts are likely to increase. 

Increasing development both within and on 
the outskirts of the property, if not managed 
appropriately, brings with it a risk to the values of 
the property.  

Likewise, biosecurity threats pose serious risks 
to many natural values of the property, but when 
it comes to impacts on cultural sites and values, 
these threats are not well understood. As such, 
further research into threats and their potential 
impact is needed to ensure that we can manage 
the property to maintain its values and its OUV into 
the future, and in this regard, several projects have 
commenced to address these knowledge gaps. 

Whilst we may not have defnitive evidence of the 
threat rating for many of the stressors that can 
impact the cultural values of the property, our 
learnings from our risk assessments for the natural 
values help provide some suggested likely risk 
ratings. 

The starwheel infographics on the next page make 
use of the following Threat Impact Rating system 
to present our assessment of the risks to cultural 
and natural values of the TWWHA. 

THREAT IMPACT RATING 

Severe 

Major 

Moderate 

Minor 

Insignifcant 
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Cultural Value Threats 
The star wheel presentation below highlights 
not only the paucity of evidence but also our 
understanding of how our cultural values respond 
to, and could be impacted by, a wide range of 
threats, and our reliance upon expert opinion 
to inform our risk assessment. The starwheel 
highlights that bushfres and climate change in 
general are likely to pose the greatest threat both 
in the short and medium term. Most of the threats 
are expected to pose some risk, ranging from low 
to moderate. However, we expect that there will be 
some particular values that will be more impacted 
than others by a threat, much in the same way 
as natural values of the property. However, the 
overriding message from the star wheel is that we 
simply have little hard evidence on how the cultural 
values of the property are likely to be impacted. 
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Natural Value Threats 
Just like many World Heritage listed properties  
around the world, the TWWHA faces a range of  
threats to its natural values. These threats are with  
us already, and their risk severity rating continues  
to increase over time. If we were to jump forward 10  
years, our assessment of the risk from threats might  
reveal a different picture as the likelihood of some  
threats increase as does their consequence. Some  
threats are operating at either a very localised level,  
others across the entire property, and others on  
very specifc attributes. The greatest threats to  
the natural value attributes that give the TWWHA  
its OUV are related to climate change, the most  
signifcant and immediate of which is the increased  
frequency and intensity of bushfres that we have  
experienced over the past decade. This change in  
the fre risk and resultant impacts is exacerbated  
by other factors such as underlying vegetation  
fuel loads, however climate change is recognized  
as being the primary driving factor. The changing  
climate also brings with it a range of other threats  
such as a changing snowline and seasonal shifts  
that will impact the natural values of the property.  
Severe and rapid impacts are predicted to be  
triggered by extreme events of which bushfre  
is the most signifcant, but others may include,  
heatwaves, droughts, storm surges and foods.  If  
the current trend of more intense and frequent  
extreme events continues, permanent damage to  
some of the TWWHA’s key attributes is inevitable. 
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