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Net interstate
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Food
production
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SNAPSHOT

5.9%

4.7%

12.2%

Agri-food gross value

$2.4 billion 

Processed food value

$4.1 billion 

Record overseas food exports

$686 million 

Agriculture, seafood and food value adding are major 
contributors to the Tasmanian economy. 

In a year of challenging seasonal conditions and weakness 
in some important commodity markets, the gross value  
of Tasmania’s agri-food production grew by 5.9% in  
2015-16 with salmonids, beef and cherries posting 
impressive growth in gross value and exports.  Access  
to irrigation, diversity of production, and the State’s 
disease-free status and brand were factors that boosted 
the resilience and competitiveness of the sector.

The Tasmanian Agri-Food ScoreCard measures 
and reports on the value and market destinations of 
the State’s agriculture, food and beverage production.

Init
ial 

mark
et 

de
sti

na
tio

ns
 o

f T
as

m
an

ia
n 

fo
od

 s
ur

pl
us



Tasmanian Agri-Food SCORECARD 2015-164

0

500

20
05

-0
6

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9

20
09

-1
0

20
10

-1
1

20
11

-1
2

20
12

-1
3

20
13

-1
4

20
14

-1
5

20
15

-1
6

1000

1500

2000

2500

$ 
m

ill
io

n

Non-food agriculture farm gate value

Food agriculture farm gate value

Seafood beach value

Cherries

Abalone

Rock
lobster

Lamb
& mutton

Potatoes

Beef

Dairy

Salmonids

$0 $200 $400 $600 $800
$ million

2015-16

2014-15

$64

$83

$95

$88

$106

$309

$386

$704
Volume Value

16% 14%

1% 13%

5% 40%

15% 34%

10% 8%

10% 6%

8% 2%

106% 105%

2

In 2015-16
• The total gross value of agriculture was $1.48 billion, of which food agriculture comprised $1.27 billion.

• The gross value of seafood production was $911 million.

• The gross value of agricultural production grew by 3.3% and seafood production grew by 10.4%.

• Net sales of Tasmanian food to overseas and interstate markets totalled $3.09 billion.

• Gross food revenue to Tasmania was $6.44 billion and net food revenue was $5.68 billion.

2015-16 was an exceptionally 
dry year except in the last two months 
when heavy rain resulted in widespread 
flooding. Global market conditions 
for some commodities such as beef, 
salmonids and wool were favourable 
whilst for others, such as dairy and 
poppies, they were more challenging.

In spite of challenging conditions that 
constrained production volumes overall, 
the gross value of agriculture grew by 
3.3% and, after accounting for inflation, 
matched the 10-year real growth rate.1 
Growth in food agriculture of 6.9% more 
than offset the 14.0 % contraction in the 
value of non-food agriculture. 

Seafood value grew by 10.4%, mainly 
driven by continued growth in the volume 
of salmonids.2

A reduced farm-gate milk price and 
a slight fall in milk volumes resulted in 
the gross value of dairy falling by 12.7%. 
Seasonal conditions reduced potato yields 
and cut gross value by over a third.

Although beef production volumes fell 
slightly, strong prices increased beef 
gross value. Irrigation allowed most 
fruit producers to capitalise on the dry 
conditions with cherries more than 
doubling in value.

Primary production 2015-16 Gross value
Nominal growth in 

2015-16
10 year average real 
growth rate [y-o-y]

Food agriculture $1.27 billion 6.9% 3.4%

Non-food agriculture3 $0.22 billion -14.0% -4.1%

Total agriculture $1.48 billion 3.3% 1.9%

Seafood $0.91 billion 10.4% 5.5%

Agri-food (total agriculture + seafood) $2.40 billion 5.9% 3.0%

1  The RBA reported an average annual inflation rate of 1.4% for 2015-16.
2  In 2016-17, the value of salmonids grew by a further 3.7% to $730 million. Salmonids include Atlantic salmon and ocean trout.
3  Commodities not sold as or manufactured into food for human consumption, such as wool, poppies, pyrethrum, and fodder crops.

Growth in value of agriculture & seafood production

Key contributors to gross food value
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million

Field crops
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The value of processed food grew to $4.08 billion. Gains in the value of processed beef and salmonids  
were offset by falls in the volume of beer produced and the volume and value of dairy products.

Strong export demand for beef, excellent seasonal conditions for cherry production, and reduced Norwegian and Chilean 
salmonid production contributed to a 12.2% growth in the value of overseas food exports to a record  
$686 million. The decline in interstate food sales to $2.41 billion was largely due to diversion of products into more 
lucrative international export markets. 

Overseas and interstate food imports were worth $23 million and $736 million respectively.

Key Food Facts 2015-16

Value of food at farm gate and beach $2.18 billion 8.0%

Value of food after processing and packing $4.08 billion 4.7%

Gross food revenue (domestic, interstate and overseas sales) $6.44 billion 7.4%

Net food revenue (gross food revenue less imports)  $5.68 billion 4.9%

Overseas food exports $0.69 billion 12.2%

Net interstate food exports $2.41 billion 0.4%

Retail and food service food and beverage sales in Tasmania $3.25 billion                                                                                                                      12.2%

Proportion of food produced in Tasmania sold interstate and overseas 76.0% 2.0%

Gross food value at farm gate or beach - $2.18 billion

International food exports - $686 million

Processed food value - $4.08 billion

Interstate net food sales - $2.41 billion
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ScoreCard Summary 2015-16 ($ million)

 Field     
Crops Livestock Dairy Fruit Vegetables Seafood Wine Chocolate Total4

Food - farm 
gate/beach value 12.8 454.3 386.1 169.7 217.1 911.4 29.2  2,180.6

Total farm gate/beach 
value 146.1 572.5 386.1 169.7 217.1 911.4 29.2  2,396.3

Food - processed 
& packed value 291.0 723.0 440.9 229.3 559.8 1,179.1 95.9 559.7 4,078.7

Overseas Trade

Commodity Exports 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  0.5

Commodity Imports 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 4.8

Food Exports 13.5 215.3 127.8 52.8 24.7 188.7 3.7 50.1 686.3

Food Imports 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 4.2 12.9 0.4  18.2

Net Interstate Trade

Net Commodity 
Exports 0.8 85.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.4  90.5

Net Commodity 
Imports 9.2 17.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0  68.7 95.6

Net Food Exports 39.2 147.2 235.4 144.3 428.6 877.7 78.2 457.5 2,408.1

Net Food Imports 64.1 125.5 0.0 61.8 30.5 97.2 79.7  640.0

Tasmanian Food Sales

Retail Sales 364.4 769.8 233.3 189.0 348.4 137.6 133.4 50.2 2,481.5

Food Service Sales 217.7 125.5 4.7 31.6 83.6 164.3 141.3 8.4 770.2

Net Food 
Revenue 571.2 1,200.0 601.3 355.7 850.5 1,258.1 280.9 496.6 5,678.5

Gross Food 
Revenue 644.8 1,343.2 601.3 417.6 885.2 1,368.2 361.0 566.1 6,437.1

4 Categories may not sum to totals. Total for primary production are sourced from ABS and may differ from industry totals due to, for example 
excluding the value of interstate livestock sales. Food totals include items that do not fall into one of the 8 categories listed (eg frozen meals, soft 
drinks, cooking ingredients).
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AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION

Gross value of Tasmanian Agriculture

Gross value of food and non-food agriculture

Agricultural production comprises production from food agriculture (products destined for human consumption) 
and non-food agriculture (such as wool, poppies and animal feeds).

• In 2015-16, the value of agriculture 
grew by 3.3% and value of food 
agriculture grew by 5.6%.

• This was a resilient performance by 
the sector in a year dominated by 
dry conditions.

• The seasonal conditions were 
favourable for fruit and wine grape 
production, boosting yield and 
increasing their combined share of 
agricultural value.

• Strong prices resulted in a record 
value for Tasmanian beef production.

• This was achieved in the face of 
reduced pasture production that 
affected beef, lamb, mutton, wool 
and milk production volumes. 

AgriVision 2050
The Tasmanian government 
has set a target to grow the 
value of Tasmanian agriculture 
to $10 billion by 2050. 

With the gross value of 
agriculture growing to  
$1.48 billion in 2015-16, the 
industry remains on track to 
achieve the AgriVision 2050 
target. 

GROW
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Agricultural production quick facts5

• For the dairy industry, lower farm-gate milk prices in 2015-16 reduced the value of production. However, production 
volumes were maintained and fell only marginally.

• Seasonal conditions reduced potato yields and the overall value of vegetable production. 

• The contribution of field crops to total agricultural value remained steady.

North West $567m 16% 848

North $597m 46% 930

South $321m 38% 553

 Gross value Tasmania’s Farm
  Farmland Businesses

 Gross value Tasmania’s Farm
  Farmland Businesses

 Gross value Tasmania’s Farm
  Farmland Businesses

Operational Environment  
2015-16
On balance, farmers’ terms of trade 
improved in 2015-16 with the prices 
received by most farmers rising more 
than the prices paid for inputs (noting 
there was significant variation across 
agricultural enterprises). 

Fuel costs and interest rates both 
declined in 2015-16 while fodder and the 
cost of replacement livestock rose above 
the long-term average. Other input costs 
remained relatively stable. 

Over the course of 2015-16, the 
Australian dollar was, on average,  
11 US cents lower in value than in  
2014-15, boosting the competitiveness  
of Tasmanian agricultural exports. 

Farmers’ terms of trade

Exchange rate and RBA cash rate
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5 ABS data sourced from farm businesses with an EVAO of $40 000 or more.
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SEASONAL
CONDITIONS 2015-16

2015-16 was a year of weather extremes with drought, low snowfalls, fire and floods. 

Two cold months were followed by 10 warm months. Ten dry months were followed by 2 wet months. September 2015 
to April 2016 were the driest 8 months on record.

Exceptionally heavy rainfalls in the north and east at the end of January caused localised flooding. Record-breaking rain in 
the north of the state in early June 2016 caused widespread flooding in most catchments.

Seasonal summary Rainfall Deciles Mean temperature

Jul-Sep 2015 Jul-Sep 2015
Jul • Coolest mean winter temperature since 1996 Highest on

record

10
Very much

above
average

8-9
Above
average

4-7
Average

2-3
Below
average

1
Very much

below
average

Lowest on
record

• Very dry in the south
Aug • Snow to sea level in August, widespread frosts

Sep
• Exceptionally warm Oct-Dec 2015 Oct-Dec 2015

Oct • Exceptionally dry - driest October on record
• Early start to fire season

Nov

Dec
• Record warm mean temperatures Jan-Mar 2016 Jan-Mar 2016

Jan • Rain below average in the west and south
• Bushfires in the northwest from mid-Jan

Feb • Heavy rain in the north and east end Jan

Mar
• Very warm Apr-June 2016 Apr-June 2016

Apr • Dry in March and April, then a very wet May
• Tasmania’s wettest autumn since 1977

May

Jun • Heavy rain and widespread flooding
• Warmer than average
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INCREASING FOOD VALUE
ALONG THE SUPPLY CHAIN

Value is added to food agriculture and seafood production through processing and packing. Processing may involve 
minimal transformation of food, such as producing premium cuts of meat, bottling pure honey or grading and packaging 
fresh cherries for export. Alternatively, processing may involve greater transformation through fermentation or other food 
manufacturing processes to produce cheese or chocolate from milk, beer or whisky from barley or wine from grapes.

• Processing increased Tasmanian gross food value by 83.0% to a wholesale value of $4.08 billion.

• Further value was added to food sold in Tasmania through retail and food service outlets. Net food revenue in 2015-16 
was $5.68 billion. 

• Field crops, vegetables, wine and chocolate increased their share of food value along the supply chain. This reflects the 
high proportion of value added in the manufacture of beer (field crops), chocolate, frozen chips and vegetables, and 
wine. 

• The range of high value added products is expanding as the production of whisky, gin and cider is growing rapidly.

Increasing food value along the supply chain

MAKE
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32% 28%

• Salmonids were the highest value processed food with output growth increasing total value. 

• Strong prices increased the value of processed beef by a third.

• Processed dairy value fell primarily because low global prices reduced the value of milk powders in 2015-16.

• The output of frozen chips declined as seasonal conditions reduced the supply of potatoes for processing. 

• Changes in Australian alcohol consumption were partly responsible for the decline in the volume of beer produced. 
However, these changes in consumer preferences are also driving growth in production of higher value craft beers, 
craft ciders, premium wines and spirits.

Key contributors to Processed Value

Major food processing locations
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Food export value
>$50m
$10m - $50m
$1m - $10m
<$1m

USA $111m
China $93m

Japan $101m

Hong Kong $61m

Vietnam $56m

MARKET DESTINATIONS AND TRADE
INTERNATIONAL AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS

• Agri-food accounted for 27.5% of Tasmanian international merchandise exports.

• China was the number one destination for agri-food exports and USA was the top destination for food exports.

• 100% of growth in the value of agri-food exports was due to growth in food exports.

• International food and food commodity imports totalled $23 million.

Food export destination by value ($million)

Value $ million Nominal 
growth 2015-16

4 year real 
growth rate

Seafood exports 187 27.2% 2.1%

Food agriculture and processed food exports 499 11.3% 7.7%

Total food exports 686 12.2% 6.0%

Non-food agricultural exports 99 4.2% -3.7%

Total agri-food exports 785 13.8% 4.5%

$686m 85
countries
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Exchange rate & 
exports
The value of agri-food exports 
increased over the 5 years to 
2015-16 as the value of the 
Australian dollar fell relative 
to the currencies of our 
trading partners and Tasmanian 
products became more price 
competitive in international 
markets.

Value of agri-food exports and the Australian dollar

• Beef was the most valuable international food export in 2015-16. Export volumes to the United States were 
maintained and Tasmanian beef secured premium prices, lifting export value by 30.0%.

• Increased export volumes lifted the value of salmonid and cherry exports by 65.0% and 85.0% respectively. 

• A more favourable exchange rate, new industry export strategies and reduced supply from Norway and Chile were 
factors that increased salmonid exports. 

• Excellent seasonal conditions boosted cherry yields, enabling producers to sell more fruit into the East and South-East 
Asian markets, where demand currently exceeds supply.

• Dairy export value fell by 25.0% as the failure of global dairy supply to adjust in response to a drop in Chinese demand 
kept export prices low in 2015-16. Dairy export volumes fell only marginally. 

Key contributors to international food exports
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MARKET DESTINATIONS AND TRADE
INTERSTATE TRADE

For most categories of food produced in Tasmania, there is significant interstate trade into and out of Tasmania. The 
ScoreCard reports the net value of interstate food trade, which is the value of Tasmanian-produced food sold interstate 
less the value of food purchased from interstate. 6

6  Refer to ‘About the ScoreCard’ for further information on how net interstate trade is quantified.

• Salmonids were the highest value interstate trade category with increased production boosting sales. 

• For many products, the proportion of Tasmania’s food surplus sold into interstate markets fell due to diversion of 
product into lucrative overseas export markets. This was particularly the case for beef.

• Increased fruit yields resulted in net interstate sales more than doubling.

• Many Tasmanian food products are consolidated interstate prior to export. It is likely that a proportion of these 
exports are not reported as Tasmanian exports. The ScoreCard captures the value of under-reported exports within 
the value of net interstate sales.  

Key contributors to net interstate food sales

Net commodities 
to interstate 

$90.5m 
Livestock & 
wine grapes

Net commodities 
from interstate 

$95.6m  
Livestock

Net food  
purchases from  

interstate 

$640.0m 
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MARKET DESTINATIONS AND TRADE
FOOD CONSUMPTION IN TASMANIA

• Food and beverage retail sales in Tasmania were worth $2,482 billion. 

• Sales through restaurants, cafes, pubs, food take-away businesses and other 
food service outlets were worth an additional $770 million.

• Cellar doors, farm shops, farmers’ markets, craft breweries, and food 
processor retail outlets exist directly as a result of Tasmanian agri-food 
production, providing jobs, adding value to the Tasmanian economy and 
enabling producers to sell directly to local, interstate and international buyers. 

• Premium agri-food production also supports a growing agri-tourism industry, 
the value of which is not captured by the ScoreCard. 

• Premium food experiences, including food festivals and the self-guided whisky, 
wine and beer trails enhance the Tasmanian brand and increase the average 
time visitors spend in the state.

7  Intrastate freight exceeds the quantity of food produced as freight data includes primary produce (agriculture and seafood) originating in each region 
and food products from processors located in that region. Data sourced from Tasmanian Freight Survey 2014-15.

8  Values may not sum to total due to rounding. Freight in and out of ports includes raw commodities and processed food.’

Agri-food freight

0.94MT  
OUT

0.32MT  
IN

Port Tonnes out Tonnes in

Burnie 660,000 120,000

Devonport 280,000 190,000

Bell Bay n.a. 10,000

Hobart n.a. n.a.

Total8 940,000 320,000

Agri-food freight origin7

North West  2.6 

North  1.3 

South  0.51 

  Million tonnes 
  (MT)

  Million tonnes 
  (MT)

  Million tonnes 
  (MT)
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LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION

Livestock production comprises meat, food livestock products (dairy, eggs and honey) and non-food livestock 
products (wool, hides and skins).

• Livestock production accounts for 64.6% of the gross value of agriculture.

• Meat contributes 45.2% of livestock production value, food livestock products 42.5% and non-food livestock products 
12.3%.

Gross value of livestock $959 million
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MEAT

Meat ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 433.1

Processed food value 697.7

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 212.7

Food imports 0.0

Net Interstate Trade 

Net livestock exports 85.4

Net livestock imports 17.7

Net food exports 147.2

Net food imports 112.7

Tasmanian Meat Sales

Retail sales 723.9

Food service sales 125.1

Net food revenue 1,163.9

Gross food revenue 1,294.3

• The farm gate value of meat increased by 23.0% in  
2015-16 due to strong beef prices and contributed 
29.2% of total agricultural production value. 

• Meat accounts for 17.5% of processed food value and 
31.0% of Tasmanian international food exports. 

• Tasmania is a net exporter of beef, lamb and mutton and 
a net importer of chicken and pork. 

• USA is the primary export destination for beef and 
Jordan is the top destination for lamb and mutton.

• Livestock trade in sheep and cattle across Bass Strait was 
worth $68 million (net) in interstate trade.

• Tasmania’s pasture-based red meat production, ban 
on HGP use and moratorium on GMOs, have been 
important factors in securing US export contracts for 
premium grass fed beef. 

Meat production quick facts9

North West no. farms

North no. farms

South no. farms
 536 115 5 9

 583 364 13

Export abattoir

Non-export abattoir

 246 241 11 13

So
ur

ce
: A

BS

9  The sum of farms may exceed the state total because some farms carry more than one type of livestock.
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Pork

Chicken
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Total meat

million 

2015-16

2014-15

Volume Price

5% 29%

5% 47%

7% 4%

n.a. n.a.

1% 6%

Value

23%

40%

8%

1%

6%

$13

$48

$14

$92

$530

Pork

million
Chicken
Mutton
Lamb
Beef

Meat gross farm gate value

Market destinations

Processed meat value $698m Net interstate trade in processed meat

$82m$41m

$65m$72m

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Beef 63.3% 82 194

Lamb 68.2% 58 5

Mutton 94.2% 7 13
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Meat export value
>$10m
$1m - $10m
<$1m

USA $95mJapan $62m

Republic of Korea $21m

Jordan $10m
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Changing meat consumption
Over the past 20 years, there have been 
significant changes in Australian meat 
consumption patterns, according to ABARES 
data. 

Total meat consumption rose by 24.7% 
between 1995 and 2015. However, beef and 
lamb consumption have fallen while pork and 
chicken consumption have risen over the 
same period. 

Price effects explain the changes to some 
degree with beef and lamb prices rising 
significantly while chicken prices remained 
relatively unchanged. 

Although pork has been relatively cheaper 
than lamb since 2002, price effects do not fully 
explain the increase in pork consumption.

Changes in tastes and preferences, 
demographic changes, and changes in meat 
quality are other factors likely to shape 
consumption patterns.

Retail meat prices

Apparent meat consumption
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$213m 33
countries
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$5

$17

Volume Value

1% 13%

21% 3%

18% n.a.

16% 4%

1% 1%

LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS

Livestock products gross farm gate value
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DAIRY

Dairy ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 386.1

Processed food value 440.9

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 127.8

Food imports 0.0

Net Interstate Trade 

Net food exports 235.4

Net food imports 0.0

Tasmanian Dairy Sales

Retail sales 233.3

Food service sales 4.7

Net food revenue 601.3

Gross food revenue 601.3

• Dairy is reported separately in the ScoreCard because 
it is the largest single category of agricultural production 
and is manufactured into a wide range of products.

• Although the farm gate and processed value of dairy 
products declined in 2015-16, this was almost entirely 
due to lower prices with only a slight fall in production 
volumes.

• Almost 10% of milk produced is supplied to Cadbury for 
chocolate manufacture at its Claremont plant. Chocolate 
production is reported separately in the ScoreCard.

• Cheese was the most valuable processed dairy product 
in 2015-16 and was worth $230 million.

• Milk powders were the highest value dairy export  
worth $87 million.

Dairy quick facts

North West $225m 272 149,925

North $147m 198 104,094

South $15m 18 8,610

 Gross value Farms Dairy cattle

 Gross value Farms Dairy cattle

 Gross value Farms Dairy cattle So
ur

ce
: A

BS

Major dairy processor 
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Dairy export value
>$10m
$1m - $10m
<$1m

Japan $21m

Sri Lanka $27m

Malaysia $10m

Vietnam $11m
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Other products
(including chocolate)

Butter & milk powders

Cheese

Milk, cream & yoghurt

Milk powders

Butter

Dairy export destination by value ($million)

Volume of milk processed into dairy products and quantity of dairy products manufactured

Market destinations

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Milk powders 99.9% <1 87

Butter 77.7% 40 <1

Cheese 79.7% 189 28

Milk, cream & yoghurt 5.2% 6 3

$128m 42
countries
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OTHER LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS
MARKET DESTINATIONS

Eggs

Honey

Wool

Hides & skins

Chocolate

 Top market destination

Exports worth Top export destination

Exports worth Top export destination

Exports worth Top export destination

Exports worth Top export destination

$3.6m 

$14.1m 

$7.6m 

$50.1m 

Local

Hong Kong 

$0.9m

China 

$11.0m

China 

$7.3m

New
Zealand 

$39.5m
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FRUIT

Fruit ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 169.7

Processed food value 229.3

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 52.8

Food imports 0.1

Net Interstate Trade 

Net food exports 144.3

Net food imports 61.8

Tasmanian Fruit Sales

Retail sales 233.3

Food service sales 4.7

Net food revenue 601.3

Gross food revenue 601.3

• Seasonal conditions were favourable for production of most 
fruits and very high yields were achieved. 

• Cherries achieved the highest farm gate value with production 
doubling in volume and value to $64 million. Export value almost 
doubled to $50 million. 

• A favourable climate and increased consumption have driven 
expansion of berry production in Tasmania. 

• Since 2010-11, the area of berry plantings has more than 
doubled and production has increased from 1,233 tonnes to 
5,224 tonnes in 2015-16 with a farm gate value of $64 million.10 

• Rubus (raspberries and blackberries) are the highest value 
berries, accounting for 48.2% of farm gate value. Strawberries 
account for 60.5% of production by volume.

• Apple production increased significantly in volume and value, 
reversing a decades-long decline in production.11  Expansion 
was boosted by growth in cider production, the volume of which 
exceeded 500,000 litres in 2014-15, and increased export demand 
with exports almost doubling to $1.5 million.

• Walnuts accounted for most of the value of nuts and hazelnuts 
the remainder.

Fruit production quick facts

North West $38m 505 23

North $32m 346 38

South $100m 1899 94

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses So

ur
ce

: A
BS

 10  2015-16 production data sourced from Horticultural Innovation Australia. Gross value is round up. Excludes black currants.
 11  Apple production data includes pears.
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Fruit export value
>$10m
$1m - $10m
<$1m

China $15m

Taiwan $10m

Republic of Korea $5m

Hong Kong $12m

$0 $50 $100 $150 $200
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Berries
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Total
Fruit

million

2015-16

2014-15
$5

$46

$64

$64

$170

Volume Value

n.a.12 74%

106% 103%

12% n.a.13

19% 28%

40% n.a.13

Fruit export destination by value ($million)

Fruit gross farm gate value

12  Total volume of fruit is not reported by ABS.
13  Due to 2014-15 value data having a wide margin of error.

Market destinations

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Cherries 94.4% 29 50

Apples 71.8% 46 2

Berries 71.6% 70 <1

$53m 26
countries
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VEGETABLES

Vegetable ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 217.1

Processed food value 559.8

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 24.7

Food imports 4.2

Net Interstate Trade 

Net food exports 428.6

Net food imports 30.5

Tasmanian Vegetable Sales

Retail sales 384.4

Food service sales 83.6

Net food revenue 850.5

Gross food revenue 885.2

• Tasmania is a major national producer of frozen vegetables 
with three processing plants, two of which produce frozen 
potato chips.  A third produces frozen vegetables other 
than potatoes – mainly peas and beans.

• Interstate markets are the primary destination for 
Tasmanian vegetables, accounting for 76.6% of processed 
production.

• Large volumes of fresh vegetables are also sold interstate, 
including ready-to-eat fresh-cut salads.

• Challenging seasonal conditions resulted in a 12.4% 
decline in the value of vegetables because of a decline in 
production volumes of most vegetable crops.

• Onions remain the top international vegetable export 
worth $18 million, the main destination being Belgium.

• Carrot exports almost doubled to $6.7 million in 2015-16 
from $3.6 million the previous year.

Vegetable quick facts

North West $107m 5,285 205

North $87m 6,256 158

South $23m 841 32

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses

 Gross value Hectares Farm
   Businesses So

ur
ce

: A
BS

Vegetable processor 
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Vegetables export value
>$5m
$1m - $5m
<$1m

Japan $3m

Malaysia $2m

United Arab
Emirates $2m

Belgium $8m

Singapore $2m

$19

$28

$39

$106

$217
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Carrots

Salads

Onions

Potatoes

Total Vegetables

million

2015-16

2014-15

Volume Value

n.a.14 12%

15% 34%

21% 1%

31% 16%

2% 24%

Vegetable export destination by value ($million)

Vegetable gross farm gate value

14  Total volume of vegetable production is not reported by ABS.

Market destinations

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Potatoes 87.7% 275 <1

Onions 92.3% 17 18

Carrots 91.8% 37 8

$25m 32
countries
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Volume Value

12% 10%

16% 14%

10% 5%

8% 3%

10% 10%

13% 12%

5% 3%

SEAFOOD

Seafood ScoreCard $ million

Food beach value 911.4

Processed food value 1,179.1

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 188.7

Food imports 12.9

Net Interstate Trade 

Net food exports 877.7

Net food imports 97.2

Tasmanian Seafood Sales

Retail sales 137.6

Food service sales 164.3

Net food revenue 1,258.1

Gross food revenue 1,368.2

• Seafood production is dominated by salmonid aquaculture, 
which accounts for over three quarters of the value of 
production. It is the largest single agri-food category by 
value, accounting for 29.4% of total production, and the 
strongest single driver of agri-food growth.

• Wild fisheries production is managed by quotas to maintain 
fish stocks. Aquaculture expansion accounts for the 12.0% 
growth in seafood production.

• Pacific Oyster Mortality Syndrome (POMS) was detected 
in Tasmania for the first time in January 2016, affecting some 
oyster growers in 2015-16.

• Rock lobster demand and prices remained high, as did 
international demand for wild caught abalone.15 

• The value of salmonid exports increased by 64.9%, assisted 
by a more favourable exchange rate and a supply gap in 
global markets.

Seafood gross beach value

15  Rock lobster includes crabs.
16  In 2016-17, the value of salmonids grew to $730 million. Salmonids include Atlantic salmon and ocean trout.
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Seafood export value
>$10m
$1m - $10m
<$1m

Japan $13m
China $66m

Hong Kong $38m

Vietnam $45m

Seafood export destination by value ($million)

Market destinations

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Salmonids 97.2% 741 73

Rock lobster 89.8% 72 27

Abalone 99.0% 39 78

Oysters 91.5% 21 <1

$189m 21
countries
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WINE

Wine ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 29.2

Processed food value 95.9

Overseas Trade 

Food exports 3.7

Food imports 0.4

Net Interstate Trade 

Net commodity exports 4.4

Net commodity imports 0.0

Net food exports 78.2

Net food imports 79.7

Tasmanian Wine Sales

Retail sales 133.4

Food service sales 141.3

Net food revenue 280.9

Gross food revenue 361.0

• Seasonal conditions resulted in a record wine grape yield 
of over 15,000 tonnes of high quality fruit in 2016.

• Pinot Noir and Chardonnay were the dominant varieties, 
accounting for 64.5% of total yield and all sparkling wine 
production.

• Sparkling wine production increased to 35% of all wine, 
up from 31% the previous year.

• Tasmania produces high quality wine grapes with an 
average farm gate value of $2738 per tonne, compared 
to a national average of $526.17

• Tasmania is a net exporter of premium wines ($15 or 
more per bottle) and imports lower grade wines (less 
than $15 per bottle) to meet the full range of consumer 
preferences.

• Wine Tasmania reported that in 2015-16 over 266,000 
international and interstate visitors visited cellar doors, 
through which a large proportion of  Tasmanian wine is 
sold.

Wine production quick facts18

North West $0.6m 93ha 6

North $16m 652ha 30

South $13m 595ha 44

 Gross value Vines of Businesses
  bearing age 

 Gross value Vines of Businesses
  bearing age 

 Gross value Vines of Businesses
  bearing age So

ur
ce

: A
BS

17  The average farm gate price data sourced from Wine Tasmania gives a farm gate value of $42 million, approximately 44% higher than that reported by ABS.
18  ABS data only includes business with and EVAO of $40 000 or more. Wine Tasmania reports total bearing area of 1746ha.

Wine growing area
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Wine export value
>$500k
$100k - $500k
<$100k
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Wine export destination by value ($million)

Wine grapes gross farm gate value

Wine grape yield by variety Sparkling wine production

Market destinations

Production surplus               
(% volume)

Net interstate sales          
($ millions)

International exports         
($ millions)

Premium wine 79.0% 78 4

$4m 52
countries
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FIELD CROPS

Field crops food 
ScoreCard $ million

Food farm gate value 12.8

Total farm gate value 146.1

Processed food value 291.0

Overseas Trade 

Food & commodity exports 14.0

Food & commodity imports 0.3

Net Interstate Trade 

Net food & commodity exports 40.0

Net food  & commodity imports 73.3

Tasmanian Field Crops Sales

Retail sales 364.4

Food service sales 217.7

Net food revenue 571.2

Gross food revenue 644.8

• Like livestock, field crops comprise food and non-food 
products. 

• Hops are the most valuable food commodity at the farm-
gate worth an estimated $7 million, followed by barley 
and canola.

• Non-food commodities include poppies, animal feed 
crops, seed crops, cut flowers, pyrethrum, and crops for 
essential oil extraction.

• Canola, fava beans and barley are sold into food and non-
food markets.

• Although the contribution of field crops to food farm 
gate value is relatively low, the contribution to processed 
food value is much higher due to production of beer and 
spirits, which have an estimated wholesale value of  
 $189 million and $12 million respectively.

• Craft beer production is expanding.

• Processed hops are the most valuable food export, 
followed by whisky and fava beans.

• The vast majority of Tasmanian wheat production supplies 
local animal industries as stock feed.

Field crop production quick facts – food and non-food19

North West $36m 3,102ha 127

North $56m 17,962ha 188

South $39m 5,752ha 101

 Gross value Broadacre Farm
  crops Businesses

 Gross value Broadacre Farm
  crops Businesses

 Gross value Broadacre Farm
  crops Businesses So

ur
ce

: A
BS

 19  Regional values do not sum to state total because values for some categories are not reported at the regional level. Gross value is the sum of 
broadacre crops (excluding poppies), hay, silage, nursery, and turf production. Area is for broadacre crops only (excluding poppies).

Major beer brewery  
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 20  Reconciliation of gross farm gate values reported by ABS with other data, including the area of poppies harvested published in the Department of 
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment Annual Report, indicates that ABS data does not include all poppy production.

Tasmanian spirits production by volume
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Distilling –  
a growing industry
This year, the value of spirits has been 
included in the ScoreCard for the first time.

Legislative amendments removing the 
prohibition on distilling spirits in Tasmania 
permitted development of the industry 
from the early 1990s. The industry has 
steadily grown in size and reputation.

A wide variety of spirits are distilled in 
Tasmania with whisky and gin being the 
main products. 

Production of spirits (volume leaving the 
bond store) has shown average year on 
year growth of 52% over the past 5 years. 

Field crops gross farm gate value $146 million20
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Changing alcohol consumption

• Alcohol consumption per capita has 
fallen by 25% over the past 40 years 
with beer consumption more than 
halving while consumption of wine, 
spirits and, in the last decade, cider 
have increased.

• Although total alcohol and traditional 
beer consumption declined, there 
has been a shift toward premium 
and craft alcoholic beverages with 
consumers seeking products made 
locally in small volume batches.

 • Changes in Tasmanian beverage 
production over the past decade 
appear to respond to this demand 
with rapid expansion in craft brewing 
as well as spirits and cider production. 

• The number of breweries has grown 
from two in 2004 to at least 28 at the 
time of publication and 2015-16 saw 
the launch of the Tasmanian Beer Trail 
to complement the wine, cider and 
whisky trails.

• The worldwide boom in craft beers, 
which generally use more hops 
than traditional beer, has driven up 
demand for hops and Tasmanian hop 
exports.

• The slight fall in the consumption of 
spirits over the past decade was due 
to a decline in the consumption of 
ready to drink (RTD) products.

• In the short term, spending on 
all categories of alcohol, except 
traditional beer, is forecast to rise 
with spending on cider increasing 
fastest at an annual rate of 19.5%.

Australian annual alcohol consumption per capita

Australian annual spend on alcohol
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NON-FOOD 
AGRICULTURE

• The gross value of non-food production based on ABS data was $220 million and non-food agricultural exports were 
worth $83 million.21 

• At the farm gate, wool was the most valuable non-food commodity with a gross value of $95 million (refer to livestock 
products) and, after animal feeds, was the highest value export.

• The next highest value commodity was poppies at $80 million, followed by hay and silage, nursery (including turf and 
cut flowers) and hides and skins.

• Poppy production is subject to global market control by the International Narcotics Control Board, which in recent 
years reduced Australia’s poppy cultivation allocation in response to global oversupply of narcotic raw material.  This 
imbalance in supply and demand primarily resulted from changes to legislation in the United States regulating codeine. 

• Although the area of poppies planted has fallen in recent years and cultivation is no longer confined to one state, 
production has remained concentrated in Tasmania where it has contracted to the most productive areas.  As a result, 
the yield of alkaloid per hectare has increased significantly and the reduction in area planted has not resulted in a 
proportional reduction in farm gate value.

• Approximately half of the poppy straw produced in Tasmania is processed on-island with the other half supplying two 
processors based in Victoria.

• Hay and silage increased in value in 2015-16 as dry conditions increased demand and decreased supply, driving up 
prices.

21  Reconciliation of gross farm gate values reported by ABS with other data, including the area of poppies harvested published in the Department of 
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment Annual Report, indicates that ABS data does not include all poppy production. 

Gross farm gate value of non-food production International non-food agricultural exports
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Net food imports from
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Net commodity imports
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$100 million

Commodity exports
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About the ScoreCard
What is the net revenue of Tasmania’s food, food agriculture and fishing industries? Given the importance of the 
sector to the State’s economy, it might be expected that there would be a precise answer. 

Gross food revenue is the sum of food retailed and sold through food service in Tasmania, plus the value of Tasmanian 
produced food and food commodities sold interstate and overseas. Food and food commodities imported from interstate 
and overseas are subtracted from this figure to derive net food revenue:

Net food revenue cannot be readily calculated because two key pieces of data are not reported:

• the value of food processed and packed in Tasmania; and
• the value of interstate trade. 

The ScoreCard uses the Food Industry ScoreCard methodology developed by the South Australian Department of 
Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) in the early 2000’s to estimate packed and processed food value and the value of 
interstate trade so that net food revenue can be estimated.

Using gross value and volume data reported by ABS and ABARES, along with data from industry, and average wholesale 
price data, the processed food value is calculated for nearly 60 individual categories of food to derive the total packed and 
processed value of Tasmanian produced food. 

Using this information along with export and import data, food retail and food service sales, food consumption data and 
the Tasmanian population statistics reported by ABS along with data sourced from industry it is possible to calculate:

Net interstate trade = (Tasmanian production + imports) – (Tasmanian consumption + exports)

These calculations are undertaken for over 60 individual food categories and are combined with retail data to derive the 
ScoreCard summary, shown in the right hand ‘Total’ column of the table on page 6 and depicted in the figure below.

Tasmanian
net food
revenue

= + -
Revenue

from
Tasmanian
food sales

Value of Tasmanian
produced food & food

commodities exported or sold 
interstate and overseas

Value of food & food
commodities imported or 
purchased from interstate

and overseas
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Starting at the left hand of the figure, the gross value of primary food production at the farm gate and beach as reported 
by ABS and ABARES is shown as $2.18 billion. $91 million worth of this production is exported or sold interstate as 
unprocessed commodities. For example, sheep and cattle are sold interstate. An estimated net $100 million worth of food 
commodities are also purchased from interstate and overseas as inputs to food processing (eg. sheep for processing and 
ingredients for food manufacture).

Moving across the figure to the right, the processed and packed value is calculated to be $4.08 billion. This is the wholesale 
value of food or beverage products when they leave the Tasmanian processor. 

Of the processed food produced in the state, the quantity of food required to meet local (Tasmanian) demand is 
estimated using per capita food consumption statistics from ABS and ABARES. This is not necessarily the actual quantity of 
locally produced food sold in Tasmania – it provides an estimate of the magnitude of the production surplus in order to 
calculate net interstate sales. 

The quantity and value of international exports is derived from international trade data purchased from ABS and the 
value is shown in the figure as $0.69 billion. The net quantity and wholesale value of interstate trade is calculated using the 
equation above. The value of net interstate food sales is $2.41 billion.  

Retail and food service sales data reported by ABS provide the value of Tasmanian food sales of $3.25 billion. The quantity 
of food sourced from Tasmania is used to determine the net quantity sourced from outside the state.  These calculations 
are reconciled with a variety of data sources, including household consumption statistics and quantities of freight shipped 
across Bass Strait.

At the right of the figure, gross food revenue is the sum of Tasmanian food sales ($3.25 billion), the net value of interstate 
food sales ($2.41 billion), international food exports ($0.69 billion), and combined overseas and interstate commodity sales 
($0.10 billion). This gives a gross food revenue of $6.44 billion (the contributing values may not sum to the total due to 
rounding).

Commodity and food purchases from interstate and overseas are shown in grey at the bottom of the figure. The quantity 
and value of overseas food imports derived from ABS trade data are known to be $18 million. The remaining shortfall 
in food purchased in Tasmania is sourced from interstate, the net value of which is calculated to be $640 million. The 
combined value of net interstate food purchases and overseas imports is shown as $658 million ($0.66 billion). This is 
subtracted from the gross net revenue to give an estimated net revenue of $5.68 billion.

Net food revenue is not the same as the value added contribution to gross state product (ie. ‘value to the economy’). 
In particular, the value of all intermediate inputs to production purchased from elsewhere (eg. fuel, energy, plant and 
equipment etc.) have not been subtracted from this value. 

However, the ScoreCard does provide an indication of trends in food production and provides metrics that are key 
performance indicators for the Tasmanian government and measure progress against Tasmania’s Sustainable Agri-Food Plan.

The Tasmanian Agri-Food ScoreCard (formerly the Tasmanian Food and Beverage Industry ScoreCard) has been produced 
by the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment since 2004-05. 

This year, for the first time, the ScoreCard has incorporated spirits production and has provided some analysis of non-food 
production. 

The ScoreCard undergoes continuous improvement, including identification and refinement of data sources, improvements 
in reconciliation processes and incorporating statistics on new industries as they reach threshold levels and data becomes 
available. 
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GLOSSARY

Agri-food production means combined fisheries and 
food and non-food agricultural production.

Beach value means the gross value of fisheries and 
aquaculture products at the point of production. It is 
determined by the price of the product realised in a 
wholesale market.

Commodity means an unprocessed or partially 
processed good that is traded in a market. 

EVAO is estimated value of agricultural operations.

Farmers’ terms of trade is the ratio of prices 
received by farmers to prices paid by farmers. It is 
reported by ABARES as the ratio of a weighted index of 
prices received to a weighted index of prices paid.

Food means a product that is ready for human 
consumption. It may be fresh or processed and includes 
beverages.

Food agricultural production is agricultural 
production that is consumed as or manufactured into 
food and beverage products for human consumption.

Food farm gate value means the gross farm gate 
value of agricultural production that is consumed as 
or manufactured into food and beverage products for 
human consumption. For example, in beef production the 
farm gate value of hides is excluded from the total farm 
gate value of production to obtain the food farm gate 
value. 

Farm business means a business with an estimated 
value of agricultural operations (EVAO) of $40,000 or 
more in relation to ABS data. Prior to 2015-16, the ABS 
defined a farm business as a business with an EVAO of 
$5,000 or more.

Farm gate value means the gross value of 
agricultural products (food or non-food) at the point of 
production. It is determined by the price of the product 
realised in a wholesale market.

GMO means genetically modified organism.

Gross food revenue is the sum of food retailed and 
sold through food service in Tasmania and the value of 
Tasmanian produced food and food commodities sold 
interstate and overseas. 

HGP means hormonal growth promotant.

Net food revenue is the gross food revenue less the 
value of food commodities and foods purchased from 
interstate and overseas. 

Net sales means the value of sales less the value of 
purchases. In most contexts in the ScoreCard it refers to 
the value of Tasmanian products sold into another market 
less the value of products purchased from that market by 
people and businesses based in Tasmania.

Non-food agricultural production is all 
agricultural production other than that consumed as 
or manufactured into food and beverage products for 
human consumption. It includes crops for stock-feed, 
wool, hides and skins, crops for oil extraction, pyrethrum 
and poppies.

Nominal value literally means the number value. In 
the context of monetary values, it is the historical dollar 
value which has not been adjusted for inflation. Nominal 
growth, therefore refers to the increase in value without 
any adjustment for inflation.

Production surplus is the quantity (or percentage) 
of Tasmanian production in excess of the total amount 
required to meet Tasmanian consumption.

Real growth refers to the change in value after 
adjustment for inflation. Real growth only occurs (is 
positive) if the increase in nominal value is greater than 
any increase due to inflation.

Real value is the dollar value adjusted to allow for 
inflation. Real values in this publication refer to values 
expressed in 2015-16 dollars. 
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