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The State of the Environment 
Report 2024 (the Report) was 
submitted to the Minister for 
Housing and Planning on  
29 August 2024 and tabled 
in both Houses of Parliament 
on 17 September 2024. The 
Report is an important means 
of documenting baseline 
environmental data, trends, and 
risks across Tasmania. 

Many different bodies contributed to the 
Report: government agencies, Natural 
Resource Management organisations, 
Tasmanian Aboriginal organisations, 
environmental non-government 
organisations, and research institutions. 
This government thanks and recognises 
the collaborative approach that has 
made the Report possible, and which will 
underpin meaningful implementation of the 
recommendations in the future. 

Tasmania has exceptional natural assets, 
and over half of the land in Tasmania is 
protected in public and private reserves. In 
responding to the Report, the government 
has highlighted its strong commitment to 
caring for the environment, as demonstrated 
by the significant work already underway. 
This government also acknowledges that 
protection of the environment requires 
continuous improvement to ensure that the 
work of the past is built on into the future. 

This government has chosen four priority 
areas to focus on:

1.	 Develop a long-term vision and strategy 
for Tasmania’s environment.

2.	 Develop an environmental data strategy.
3.	 Focus on securing covenants and 

Other Effective Conservation Measures 
(OECMs) through the Private Land 
Conservation Program (PLCP) to deliver 
greater protection for underrepresented 
ecosystems. 

4.	 Improve native vegetation mapping and 
information. 

Commitments to address the 
recommendations of the Report will be 
considered as part of the 2025-26 budget 
process. To enable scrutiny and transparency, 
this response will also be tabled in both 
Houses of Parliament in early 2025.

This response should be read alongside 
the State of the Environment Report which 
provides additional background in regard to 
the recommendations.

Front cover photograph | View across South Cape Bay to Soldier Bluff and South Cape Range Southwest National Park  | PWS and Tim Dub
Inside back cover photograph | Buttongrass  | NRE Tas
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Recommendation 1: Develop a long-term vision and strategy for Tasmania’s environment

Government response - Supported in part

The Tasmanian Government is developing a long-term vision for the Tasmanian environment and an overarching strategy that 
unites existing strategies and drives coordinated action. Progress reporting and frequency will be determined. It is not considered 
necessary to table progress reports in Parliament and therefore this recommendation is supported in part. (Priority)

Underway 
•	 A new Threatened Species Strategy is currently being developed for Tasmania.

In place 
•	 Rural Water Use Strategy 2021 (see page 16).

•	 Climate Change Action Plan 2023-2025.

•	 Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2023-2026 (see page 18).

Connected to all recommendations, of particular importance to recommendation 4

View of Bathurst Harbour and Melaleuca Inlet from Mount Rugby, Southwest National Park | NRE Tas

https://nre.tas.gov.au/water/water-legislation-policies-and-strategies/rural-water-use-strategy
https://recfit.tas.gov.au/what_is_recfit/climate_change/action_plan
https://wrr.tas.gov.au/planning-and-reporting/waste-strategy
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Recommendation 2: Aboriginal knowledge and values

Government response - Supported

The Tasmanian Government will explore opportunities to further collaborate and work with Tasmanian Aboriginal people as part 
of the development of a long-term vision for the Tasmanian environment.

In place 
•	 The Parks and Wildlife Services (PWS) Working on Country ranger program and the Aboriginal Cultural Burning program, overseen by 

the Caring for Country program. 

•	 Ongoing collaboration with Tasmanian Aboriginal people to deliver joint management outcomes across the Tasmanian Reserve estate. 

•	 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania’s Aboriginal cultural values Program of Works within the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA). 

•	 Assessment of Aboriginal cultural values and heritage in Reserve Activity Assessments for parks and reserves.

Connected to recommendations 1, 4 and 10

Carleeta Thomas Wukalina Walk | Alastair Bett
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Recommendation 3: Develop an environmental data strategy

Government response - Supported

The Tasmanian Government is committed to the ongoing standardisation of data, data sharing, analytics and information 
accessibility. The Government will build on existing systems and this work will be undertaken in concert with the Environment 
Information Australia reporting framework, when introduced, to reduce duplication and ensure consistency in environmental 
trend and condition reporting. (Priority)

Underway 
•	 Ongoing development and maintenance of a wide range of environmental and contextual data through publicly accessible systems 

such as the Natural Values Atlas (NVA) and the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

•	 A comprehensive upgrade to the LIST to improve the platform and extend sharing capabilities for environmental data within Tasmania.

•	 Active participation in national data and information oversight committees to support harmonisation and remove technical and legal 
barriers to sharing environmental information. 

•	 A $1.5 M partnership with the Australian Government as part of the national Biodiversity Data Repository to enable seamless sharing of 
biodiversity data via the NVA.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15

Survey on Macquarie Island | PWS



Tasmanian Government Response to the 2024 State of the Environment Report 6

Recommendation 4: Contemporary Resource Management Planning System (RMPS) objectives and legislation

Government response - Supported

The Tasmanian Government is undertaking a preliminary scoping and feasibility assessment of priority environmental  
legislative reforms.

In place 
•	 Amendments to the Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 (EMPCA) to confirm the independent role of the EPA 

Director, allow the EPA to release environmental monitoring data, give the Minister the power to make environmental standards and 
the EPA Director the power to make technical standards.

Connected to recommendations 1 and 2

Revegetation at Tamar Island | PWS
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Recommendation 5: Establish more marine protected areas

Government response - Noted

The Tasmanian Government implements appropriate levels of protection and ongoing management and monitoring of Tasmania’s 
coastal waters through legislation and regulation that control impacts to the environment and the extraction of resources.  
The Tasmanian Government maintains a policy position of no new marine protected areas.

In place 

•	 PWS management of 21 marine reserves and marine conservation areas (183,600 ha – 7.9% of all Tasmanian waters) that protect and 
conserve species and habitats across a number of bioregions. 

•	 Tasmanian Government commitment ($2 million per year for five years) to the National Long Spined Sea Urchin business plan.

•	 Tasmanian Government commitment of $2.1 million in partnership with the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) for captive 
breeding of the Maugean skate.

Connected to recommendations 1, 6 and 7

Male weedy sea dragon | John Smith
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Recommendation 6: Undertake a review of Tasmania’s coastal policy

Government response - Supported in principle

The Tasmanian Government is progressing measures to enhance clarity and certainty in relation to the State Coastal Policy.

Underway 
•	 Measures to ensure clarity in relation to the interpretation of the State Coastal Policy and remove uncertainties around previous 

permits for coastal infrastructure.

•	 Planning reforms, including the adoption of Tasmanian Planning Policies (TPPs), review and updating of the Regional Land Use 
Strategies, and full implementation of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme. The TPPs will embed consideration of the impact of 
development, recreational activity and other activities on important coastal environments and habitats, along with the risks associated 
with coastal hazards, during the planning approvals process.

Connected to recommendations 1, 5 and 7

The coast near Eddystone Point, Mount William National Park | Joe Shemesh
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Recommendation 7: Support the collection and analysis of fisheries-independent data

Government response - Supported in principle

The Government supports the collection and analysis of fisheries independent data based on risk.

In place 
•	 Collection of data to support fisheries management from a variety of sources including commercial catch data, recreational data, and 

fisheries independent data. 

•	 Base funding for IMAS of $12.4 million over 4 years through the Sustainable Marine Research Collaboration Agreement to support 
fisheries research, inclusive of an additional $2 million over four years in the 2024-25 State budget.

•	 The 2024-25 State Budget also included $300,000 to support the development of a sardine fishery in Tasmania.

Connected to recommendations 1, 5 and 6

Rock Lobster on fishing boat | Moon Cheese Studio
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Recommendation 8: Improve native vegetation mapping and information

Government response - Supported 

The Government will continue to implement improvements in native vegetation mapping and information. (Priority)

Underway
•	 Ongoing enhancements to existing datasets and systems, such as TASVEG.

•	 Improved monitoring, analysis and reporting on vegetation condition and changes.

In place 
•	 Ongoing development and management of TASVEG, the comprehensive digital map of Tasmania’s vegetation. The Forest Practices 

Authority (FPA) captures field-verified data on planned forest practices across the state. This data includes area and type (classification) 
of forest and threatened non-forest vegetation. 

•	 The Monitoring Vegetation Extent (MVE) program, which analyses satellite imagery (such as LiDAR) to detect change (loss) in woody 
vegetation extent.

•	 Changes in forest extent are currently reported in five-yearly State of the Forest Reports.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 10 and 12

Pandani forest, Mount Field National Park | NRE Tas
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Recommendation 9: Implement measures to end illegal vegetation clearance 

Government response - Supported 

The Tasmanian Government will continue to implement measures to prevent and respond to illegal vegetation clearance. 

Underway
•	 Coordination of the capture of remote sensing data such as aerial photography and LiDAR on behalf of the State and Local 

Government and Government Business Enterprise (GBE) customers. This data has the capacity to support the identification of illegal 
land clearance.

In place 
•	 The Forest Practices Authority’s (FPA’s) Compliance and Enforcement Program. 

•	 Forest Practices Act 1985 – offence provisions for illegal vegetation clearance attracts penalties of up to 1000 penalty units.

•	 Policy for Maintaining a Permanent Native Forest Estate.

•	 The Natural Assets Code regulates removal of native vegetation under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme.

•	 Land management offences under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 and its regulations.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 8 and 10

Forest canopy | Donald Darroch

https://fpa.tas.gov.au/planning/permanent_native_forest_estate_policy
https://www.stateplanning.tas.gov.au/planning-system/tasmanian-planning-scheme/codes-and-overlays2
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Recommendation 10: Reserve estate 

Government response - Supported in part

The Tasmanian Government will continue to invest in the State’s terrestrial reserve system, recognising the increasing complexity 
and cost of managing the reserve estate. This includes the impact of a changing climate, fire risks, and the introduction of weeds, 
pests and diseases. 

This government will focus on securing covenants and Other Effective Conservation Measures (OECMs) through the Private Land 
Conservation Program to deliver greater protection of underrepresented ecosystems on private land, protection for priority 
threatened species, and to support industry to meet biodiversity offset obligations. To support these objectives more broadly, 
we will develop an offsets policy for Tasmania (focusing initially on renewable energy projects), which we will also advocate for 
incorporation into the Australian Government’s offset policy under Nature Positive reforms. (Priority)
This Recommendation is supported in part due to the extent of the existing terrestrial reserve estate and the Government’s focus 
on OECM’s on private land.  

Underway
•	 Ongoing programs undertaken by PWS in managing the reserve estate.

•	 Forest Policy (DSG) has initiated a review of its Policy for Maintaining a Permanent Native Forest Estate, to ensure the Policy continues to 
achieve its objective and meets the requirements of the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement.

In place 
•	 The Private Land Conservation Program administers 959 conservation covenant agreements that protect 4.2% of Tasmania’s private 

land in perpetuity.

Connected to recommendations 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14
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Recommendation 11: Implementation of a statewide soil monitoring program  

Government response - Supported in principle  

The Tasmanian Government supports in principle a statewide soil monitoring program. The Government has a range of existing 
partnerships and projects in place to support monitoring of soil conditions and trends. 

Underway
•	 A $2.34 million partnership (over four years) with the Australian Government announced in June 2024 will deliver a range of data, fit-

for-purpose products and tools to improve our knowledge of carbon-rich soils and support their sustainable management across the 
state.

In place 
•	 The Tasmanian Government funds agricultural research, development and extension (RD&E) services through the Tasmanian Institute 

of Agriculture (TIA). The TIA receives $5 million per annum in core funding with $6 million in additional funding through the Agricultural 
Innovation Fund (AIF) and the Agricultural Development Fund (ADF). 

•	 Enterprise suitability maps for 32 crops are available as a mapping layer on LISTmap. These maps help farmers or investors match local 
soil and climate information with the right crops for those conditions.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 10, 14, 15 and 16 

Field of crops | NRE Tas
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Recommendation 12: Strengthen fire management activities 

Government response - Supported in principle  

The Tasmanian Government continues to support fire management activities across Tasmania, which are essential to care for our 
environment. 

Underway
•	 As part of the $9 million allocation to the State-Wide Fuel Reduction Program in 2023-24, $500 000 per annum is allocated for planned 

burns in and around the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) including landscape-scale planned burns to maintain 
biodiversity and ecosystems.

•	 Update to threatened species prescriptions for planned burns.

In place 
•	 Tasmanian fire agencies – Tasmania Fire Service (TFS), Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT), and Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS),  

work together to deliver a statewide, tenure blind fuel reduction program with a strong focus on fire regimes for maintaining  
biodiversity values.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 8, 9, 10 and 15

PWS staff at Lulworth | Chris Emms
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Recommendation 13: Biosecurity, invasive species, fallow deer and feral cat programs  

Government response - Supported in part  

The Tasmanian Government supports the regular review of biosecurity programs including those relating to invasive species, 
fallow deer and feral cats. The Tasmanian Government maintains a policy position of retaining current protections for wild fallow 
deer. The national feral cat Threat Abatement Plan provides the strategic framework for feral cat management across Australia.

 Underway

•	 Implementation of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Biosecurity Strategy. 

•	 Implementation of the Tasmanian Wild Fallow Deer Management Plan 2022–2027.

•	 A new five-year Tasmanian Cat Management Plan.

Complete  
•	 Aerial culls completed in the Walls of Jerusalem National Park (removing 711 deer) and the nearby Central Plateau Conservation Area 

(removing 306).

•	 Development of Tasmanian Wild Fallow Deer Management Plan 2022–2027. 

•	 Formation of Peri-Urban Deer Control Team.

•	 Two significant feral cat control projects on Tasmanian islands (Bruny Island and Three Hummock Island) have been progressed in 
partnership with NRMs and the Australian Government.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3 and 10

https://nre.tas.gov.au/conservation/tasmanian-wilderness-world-heritage-area-(twwha)/twwha-biosecurity-strategy
https://nre.tas.gov.au/agriculture/game-services-tasmania/wild-fallow-deer-management-plan
https://nre.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/responsible-cat-ownership/tasmanian-cat-management-plan
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Recommendation 14: Development of a broader water policy, monitoring and reporting approach 

Government response - Supported in principle  

The Tasmanian Government notes that the State already has a broad water resource framework in place which incorporates a 
range of legislation, policy and programs to sustainably manage the State’s water resource. 

Underway
•	 Rural Water Use Strategy (RWUS) Progress Report 2024. 

•	 Implementation of the Water Accountability Project and the 23 recommendations from the review conducted into Tasmania’s water 
accountability framework in 2023. 

•	 Implementation of a range of projects under the RWUS which help determine drivers of change in waterway health; inform 
groundwater risks and management; identify measures to improve water accounting and security; monitor water quality; and embed 
climate projections into water allocation and management activities.

•	 Priority urban water matters are being considered as part of a new National Water Agreement.

•	 NRE Tas and all water managers in Tasmania currently conduct an extensive program of monitoring the health of rivers and lakes 
across the State. 

•	 A reporting framework will be established through the finalised Tasmanian Water Resource Monitoring Program being delivered under 
the RWUS.

In place 
•	 The water resource framework managed by NRE Tas is comprehensive and addresses resource allocation and water security. Water 

quality is managed under the State Policy on Water Quality Management. Key elements of the broader water resource framework are 
being contemporised through initiatives being delivered under the RWUS. 

•	 The Urban Drainage Act 2013 is regulated by Local Government.

Connected to recommendations 1, 10, 11, 13 and 16
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Recommendation 15: Air quality monitoring and emissions reduction across all sectors  

Government response - Supported in principle  

The Tasmanian Government will continue to support air quality monitoring efforts and efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The EPA will be preparing a plan for upgrading the State air monitoring equipment. 

In place 
•	 EPA Tasmania’s statewide air monitoring program; the Coordinated Smoke Management System; Tasmania’s Climate Change Action 

Plan 2023-25; and sector-based Emissions Reduction and Resilience Plans.

•	 Emission reduction activities including partnering in the Zero Net Emissions Agriculture (Zne-Ag) Cooperative Research Centre (CRC); 
Carbon Farming Advice Rebate Pilot Program; funding for emissions reduction and climate responsive agriculture through the 
Agricultural Innovation Fund (AIF), and Agricultural Development Fund (ADF); and the Farm Business Resilience Program.

Connected to recommendations 1, 3, 12 and 16 

Cape Grim | DPAC
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Recommendation 16: Implementation of the Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy  

Government response - Supported  

The Tasmanian Government will continue to support implementation of the Tasmanian Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy. 

Underway
 •	 Delivery of the High Priority Investment Package of $4.5 million of waste levy funds for Waste and Resource Recovery.

•	 Progressing the Container Refund Scheme (Recycle Rewards).

•	 Phasing out of single-use plastics.

In place 
•	 Investment of $20 million in partnership with industry and the Australian Government announced in the 2021-22 state budget to 

kickstart the circular economy in Tasmania including actions to improve use of end-of-life tyres, organics and recycling of plastics.

•	 Introduction of the Tasmanian landfill levy in 2022 to be directly invested into the waste and resource recovery sector and other 
programs to promote the diversion of materials from landfill.

Connected to recommendations 1, 11, 14 and 15 

Baled aluminium cans | NRE Tas
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