
Platypus  
Conservation
In Tasmania

How You Can Help:
Do not discard rubbish such as plastic and •	
rubber	rings,	fishing	lines	or	hair	bands	which	can	
cause serious injuries and death to platypuses 

Remove rubbish from waterways and report •	
litterers on 1300 135 513 or via 
www.environment.tas.gov.au

Dogs should be kept on a lead and controlled •	
around water bodies 

Pets should be prevented from roaming at night•	

Conserve and revegetate riparian and aquatic •	
environments 

Practice	responsible	fishing		•	

Report your observations of sick and healthy •	
platypus to support population and disease 
monitoring to DPIPWE

Report platypus road-kills so we can identify •	
road-kill hotspots to DPIPWE

For more information on how to manage land to 
help conserve platypus visit our website:  
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/platypusdisease 

Your platypus observations can help the 
ongoing monitoring of this amazing species. 
Please contact us and indicate exactly 
where and when you have seen a healthy, 
sick or dead platypus in Tasmania.

Contact Details
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment (DPIPWE)
134 Macquarie St, Hobart 7000
Ph: (03) 6233 6556
E: Platypusenquiries@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
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Other Conservation Threats
Discarded	litter	and	illegal	fishing	nets	can	entangle	
and drown platypuses, and uncontrolled pets can 
injure and kill them. Poorly designed culverts force 
platypuses to cross roads in some locations where 
they are vulnerable to both cars and predators. 
Platypuses require large areas (kilometers) of 
freshwater habitat with abundant prey, fair water 
quality, and stable vegetated banks for digging 
burrows. They depend on both healthy riparian 
(stream side) vegetation and aquatic environments.

Tasmanian 
platypuses can be 
killed and injured 
by discarded litter, 

dogs and cats, 
illegal fishing and 

when crossing 
the road. They are 

also subject to 
habitat loss and 

degradation.
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Platypuses infected with mucormycosis can develop single or  
multiple ulcers usually on their backs, tails and feet.

Platypuses are currently 
widespread in Tasmania, but 
are killed by disease, dogs and 
cats, discarded litter, illegal 
fishing	and	by	vehicles	when	
crossing roads. They are also 
vulnerable to habitat loss 
and degradation. However 
there are a number of simple 
things you can do to help 
conserve platypuses in 
Tasmania. 

 

A healthy Tasmanian platypus in the wild. 

Platypuses are amazing creatures and iconic Australian 
mammals. Female platypuses lay eggs and males have  
spurs that can inject powerful venom. Platypuses dive  
with their eyes and ears closed.  To find prey and navigate 
underwater they rely on a uniquely developed 6th  
sense – electro-reception which involves thousands  
of tiny electrical receptors in their bills.

Platypus Disease
In Tasmania some platypuses are infected by 
the fungus Mucor amphibiorum which causes an 
ulcerative disease known as mucormycosis. The 
fungus may have been accidently introduced to 
Tasmania via infected frogs. The disease may 
kill platypuses through secondary infections, 
reduced control of body temperature and 
compromised swimming and foraging abilities. 
Only Tasmanian platypuses have been diagnosed 
with	mucormycosis,	with	the	first	cases	detected	
in 1982 near Campbell Town.

Since 1982 the disease has spread across 
at least 11 Tasmanian river catchments. In 

2008-9 researchers found that mucormycosis 
is still affecting platypuses in northern Tasmania 

in at least four river catchments. However 
the proportion of sick animals has dropped 
considerably since the mid 1990’s. This suggests 
disease impacts have declined, although the 
situation needs monitoring.  For more information 
on the disease and platypus conservation visit our 
website: www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/platypusdisease

Distribution of platypuses with mucormycosis disease
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