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Community Description:  

Subalpine Leptospermum nitidum woodland is defined by the presence of Leptospermum nitidum as small, 

umbrageous (umbrella-shaped) trees (2 – 6 m tall) scattered over subalpine Melaleuca squamea sedgy 

moorland that may include Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus and Lepidosperma filiforme.  Eucalyptus coccifera 

and Athrotaxis cupressoides may occur as emergent trees. Above the upper limits for Melaleuca, umbrageous 

Leptospermum nitidum may be scattered over moorland. This community is restricted to flats and gentle 

slopes on quartzite and siliceous flat-lying sediments in subalpine areas of western Tasmania, including 

sandstone shelves in the Southern Ranges. This is the appropriate benchmark to use in assessing the 

condition of the listed Subalpine Leptospermum nitidum woodland community (Schedule 3A, Nature 

Conservation Act 2002). 

Benchmarks: 

Component Height (m) Cover (%) DBH (cm) 
Diameter 

(cm) 

Count 

(#/ha) 

Total 

Length 

(m/0.1 ha 

Tree Canopy 6 20 - - - - 

Large Trees - - 20 - 50 - 

Logs - - - ≥ 10 - 5 

Large Logs - - - ≥ 10 - - 

Organic Litter - 20 - - - - 

Recruitment Episodic 

  

Understorey Life Forms LF code # Spp Cover (%) 

Immature Canopy Tree ICT 1 10 

Medium Shrub/Small Shrub S 4 40 

Herbs and Orchids H 2 5 

Grasses G 1 5 

Large Sedge/Rush/Sagg/Lily LSR 2 20 

Medium to Small Sedge/Rush/Sagg/Lily MSR 2 40 

Ground Ferns and fern allies GF 1 5 

Mosses and Lichens ML 1 5 

Total 8 14  

Species lists: 

Tree Canopy Species Common Name Notes 

Leptospermum nitidum shiny teatree  
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NLN Subalpine Leptospermum nitidum woodland 

*This list is provided as a guide only. The species listed are typical of this plant community type but may not necessarily be present. 

Typical Understorey Species * Common Name LF Code 

Agastachys odorata fragrant candlebush S 

Bauera rubioides wiry bauera S 

Cenarrhenes nitida native plum S 

Dracophyllum milliganii curly mountainheath S 

Eucalyptus vernicosa varnished gum S 

Eucryphia milliganii dwarf leatherwood S 

Leionema oldfieldii mountain waxflower S 

Leucopogon milliganii clustered beardheath S 

Melaleuca squamea swamp honeymyrtle S 

Milligania spp. milligania S 

Monotoca submutica broomheath S 

Orites acicularis yellow orites S 

Orites milliganii toothed orites S 

Persoonia gunnii mountain geebung S 

Planocarpa petiolaris alpine cheeseberry S 

Richea milliganii nodding candleheath S 

Richea scoparia scoparia S 

Sprengelia incarnata pink swampheath S 

Anemone crassifolia mountain anemone H 

Isophysis tasmanica tasmanian purplestar H 

Poa spp. tussockgrass G 

Baloskion tetraphyllum tassel cordrush LSR 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus buttongrass LSR 

Leptocarpus tenax slender twinerush LSR 

Astelia alpina pineapple grass MSR 

Carpha alpina alpine strawsedge MSR 

Empodisma minus spreading roperush MSR 

Eurychorda complanata flat cordrush MSR 

Oreobolus spp. cushionsedge MSR 

Gleichenia alpina alpine coralfern GF 

 


