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Welcome to the 2022 newsletter update!

Thank you for sharing our passion of supporting waste initiatives in Tasmania and around Australia 
 
We are sending the latest edition to all our stakeholders, to ensure we are reaching everyone in our community
who wants to stay connected and hear about all the latest news.   
 
If you would like to register for ongoing updates or share with others who may be interested, then please REGISTER
HERE. 

The latest Updates

What happened at Parliament

The Container Refund Scheme Bill 2021 and the Waste and
Resource Recovery Bill 2021 passed Parliament on 10
March 2022, and both are now Acts!  
 
The Waste and Resource Recovery Act 2022 establishes a
state-wide landfil levy commencing on 1 July 2022, that
will encourage the diversion of materials from landfil, and
drive investment into alternatives to landfill, so more
materials will be recovered from the waste streams and
turned into new and valuable products.

The Container Refund Scheme Act 2022 is another piece of legislation that will reduce litter in Tasmania by
rewarding Tasmanians for directing their used drink containers into recycling, contributing to a circular economy.   

 

 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/stay-connected-on-waste-initiatives


More information on both the Landfill Levy and the Container Refund Scheme can be found on the website on

the Environmental Management page.

Outlining the draft 2022 Waste and Resource Recovery
Regulations 

From 1 July 2022, the State Government is introducing new waste management, data collection and reporting
requirements, through regulations, for operators of landfills and resource recovery facilities. 
 
The draft Waste and Resource Recovery Regulations 2022, which were released for public consultation 23 March
2022, outline the proposed operational and data requirements. The Regulations also provide further details around
various other matters including landfill levy amounts, data reporting requirements, and infringements and
penalties.  
    
The introduction of waste and resource recovery levy and associated investments by the Board will result in
significant amounts of waste being diverted from landfill and provide incentives to find valuable uses for waste,
creating new recycling businesses and jobs in Tasmania.   
 
The consultation period closes on Wednesday 20 April 2022.   
 
More information on the Regulations is available on the Enviromental Management Webpage and the Act is available
on the Waste and Resource Recovery Act webpage.   

Expressions of Interest for Waste and Resource
Recovery Board

The Tasmanian Government is calling for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for in membership of the inaugural Tasmanian
Waste and Resource Recovery Board. The Board is established under the Waste and Resource Recovery Act (2022)
and will play a major role in advising Government on the strategic direction for waste management and resource
recovery in Tasmania. 
 
Functions of the Board include to provide advice and recommendations to the Minister, prepare and assess the
effectiveness of a Waste Strategy and operational plan, promote and support resource recovery activities across the
State, promote market and local infrastructure development, oversee the use of landfill levy funds, and administer
assistance programs. 
 
The Board will consist of five to seven members appointed by the Minister for a period of up to four years. The
skills, experience and knowledge required of Board members is detailed in the Act. 
 
More information about the EOI and how to submit an application is available online 
 
The EOI process closes on 1 May 2022.  

Expression of Interest for Container Refund Scheme  

 

Find out more

https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/waste-and-resource-recovery-act/waste-and-resource-recovery-regulations-2022
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/waste-and-resource-recovery-bill
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environment-site/Pages/Tasmanian-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Board.aspx
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/waste-and-resource-recovery-act/waste-and-resource-recovery-regulations-2022


As part of a multi-stage procurement process, the Department of Natural Resources and Environment
Tasmania (NRE Tas) is currently seeking Expressions of Interest from entities interested in providing state-wide
Scheme Coordinator and Network Operator services for the Container Refund Scheme. 
 
The Scheme Coordinator is responsible for the Scheme's administration and financial management, including
auditing. 
 
The Network Operator is responsible for a network of refund points where eligible containers can be returned for a
10-cent refund. The Network Operator is in charge of container logistics and handling, ensuring that all materials
are recycled. 
 
Details for both roles, including the requirements to register your interest and the qualification criteria, are
available on the Tasmanian Government tenders website (tender IDs: NRET EP 2125-1 and NRET EP 2125-2). 
Only those successful in the Expression of Interest stage will be invited to participate in the Request for Tender
stage. 
 
Expressions of Interest close at 2pm on Wednesday 11 May 2022.

Tasmanian Waste and Recovery Forum in Hobart

The Tasmanian Branch of the Waste Management
and Resource Recovery (WMRR) Association held
their annual forum in Hobart on Wednesday, 6 April
2022. With a packed room with people from all
across the state – and interstate – it was a day of
presentations, laughs and networking. 
 
Tasmania's Minister for Environment, Roger Jaensch
MP opened the event providing an overview of the
systems-based waste management approach being
implemented in Tasmania and the optimistic future
of where waste and resource recovery is heading in
Tasmania.

Gayle Sloan CEO of the Waste Management and Resource Recovery Association of Australia provided a national
update acknowledging how far the sector and government policy has come in recent years and encouraging
continued energy and commitment to get to a circular economy.  
 
Stop Food Waste Australia’s Mark Barthel talked about the 23 interventions to halve #foodwaste by 2030 and the
organisation’s 4 programs to drive change, including embedding new criteria into design, buying and sourcing. 
 

https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/container-refund-scheme
https://www.tenders.tas.gov.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=foodwaste&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6917308065683828736


Wrapping up the morning were our very own NRE Tas and EPA leaders who talked about their priorities, the current
work that staff within the Department and Authority are undertaking and some of the upcoming projects in the
pipeline.  
 
Picture: WMRR LinkedIn

Phasing Out Problematic and Unnecessary Plastics

The Tasmanian Government has agreed to meet the national target of phasing out problematic and single use
plastics by 2025, and we are working to address the impacts of these plastics and increase resource recovery
through the Government’s Plastic Free Tasmania initiative and in conjunction with the National Waste Policy Action
Plan. 
 
The Tasmanian Government is currently finalising an approach for phasing out problematic single use plastics, there
will be extensive community consultation on the approach.  The Tasmanian Government prioritised the introduction
of a Container Refund Scheme and a landfill levy  to help achieve this goal and to bolster resource recovery across
several waste streams. The experience of other Australian states shows that a container refund scheme
dramatically reduces the littering of beverage containers and increases the recovery and recycling of those
materials. 

Education and Awareness About Waste

There is a lot of community interest and concern about waste and
litter, particularly in recent years as people witness huge volumes of
waste going to landfill and the threat that litter poses to marine
wildlife.  With catalysts such as the ABC program ‘War on Waste’ and
restrictions on recyclables that could previously be sent overseas,
people at home, at work and at school are looking for ways to
reduce their environmental footprint.  

Scrapping Australian Food Waste

Stop Food Waste Australia is a powerful partnership of organisations who operate along the farm-to-fork food
supply chain that are committed to reducing Australia’s food waste by half by 2030. The Tasmanian Government is
proud of our partnership commitment with Stop Food Waste Australia to help deliver on Australia’s food waste
targets.  
 
To help reduce food waste across the supply chain and halve food waste by 2030, Stop Food Waste Australia is
implementing initiatives such as the Australian Food Pact, Sector Actions Plans, and other initiatives – such
as a proposed Nationwide Consumer Behaviour Change Campaign. 
 

Learn more

 

https://info.comms.nre.tas.gov.au/ch/101221/174yh/74/gyLBTjU9Rv38ILuLKOrOeP70IZtIuxnJr8EAWs0T.html
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environment-site/Pages/Container-Refund-Scheme.aspx
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environment-site/Pages/Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Bill.aspx
https://www.stopfoodwaste.com.au/
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/education-and-awareness-about-waste/schools
https://nre.tas.gov.au/environmental-management/education-and-awareness-about-waste/schools


The Australian Food Pact is a voluntary agreement that brings together organisations to collaborate to make our
food system more sustainable, resilient, and circular. Some of Australia’s biggest food businesses have already
signed up to the Food Pact to help tackle the $36.6 billion food waste challenge. Stop Food Waste Australia are
engaging with more prospective food companies as they seek to grow the Food Pact collaboration in 2022.  
 
Mark Barthel, Stop Food Waste Australia COO, was keynote speaker at the recent Tasmanian Waste and Recovery
Forum in Hobart in April presenting on halving food waste by 2030. Leveraging off Mark Barthel’s attendance at this
Forum, the Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives Project Team met with Mark and other members of the Stop
Food Waste Australia Team to progress development of a Tasmania-wide food waste project and engagement plan.
While in Tasmania, the Stop Food Waste Australia team did site visits of some of the Australian Food Pact
signatories with Tasmanian operations and liaised with other Tasmanian businesses that have expressed interest in
joining this voluntary agreement program. 
 
Stop Food Waste Australia and the Fight Food Waste CRC hosted a Nationwide Consumer Behaviour Change
Campaign Summit in October 2021 which was attended by Ray Murphy and Maree Bakker from
the Department’s Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives Project Team. After the workshop, a communique was
published reflecting on the success of the workshop and a business case for the behaviour change campaign has
now been developed by Stop Food Waste Australia for submission to the Australian government.  
 
A National Food Waste Summit, to be delivered jointly by Stop Food Waste Australia and the Fight Food Waste CRC,
is planned for November 2022 and the Waste Initiatives Team look forward to participating and contributing to this
important national summit. 

Report Rubbish

The Government has heard the concerns of citizens and understands
the devastating impact of litter, especially on the marine
environment. There is a facility to ‘dob in’ someone who litters
from a motor vehicle or a vessel, and there is also the ability to
report dumped rubbish. 
 
These can be found on the EPA Tasmania website.

COVID Facemasks

Alarmingly, there has been a huge increase in single-use face masks in the
litter stream. We need to take more care about where these end up. Mask
straps should be snipped before placing them in the garbage, in the event
that they blow out of bins and potentially cause grief to animals. 
 
Rethink Waste Tasmania has created the attached poster to assist teachers,
parents and school communities to understand how to dispose of these
items while staying COVID safe. 
 
Please share and display this poster through your various communication
channels in either printed or electronic form. 

 

Find out more

https://www.stopfoodwaste.com.au/australian-food-pact/
https://www.stopfoodwaste.com.au/australian-food-pact/
https://fightfoodwastecrc.com.au/
https://www.stopfoodwaste.com.au/stop-food-waste-nationwide-consumer-campaign-summit-communique/
https://rubbish.epa.tas.gov.au/


 
The Department is pleased to be supporting Rethink Waste to help promote
important waste and resource recovery messages throughout the Tasmanian
community.

Upcoming Events Calendar

World Environment Day - June 5
Since 1974, World Environment Day has been celebrated every year on 5 June, engaging governments, businesses,
and citizens to address pressing environmental issues. 

Find out more >>

Plastic Free July
Whether you’re a beginner looking for a few single-
use plastics to avoid, or someone well on their way
to a plastic free life, we have ideas to inspire! 

Find out more >>

National Science Week
Since 1974, World Environment Day has been
celebrated every year on 5 June, engaging
governments, businesses, and citizens to address
pressing environmental issues.

Find out more >>

Garage Sale Trail - 21 October
Garage Sale Trail is Australia's festival of pre-loved
stuff. It happens online and in the community too.
The festival is dedicated to helping you extend the
life of your stuff and find the ultimate pre-loved
gem.

Find out more >>

Recycling Week - 7-13 Nov
Engaging Australians on the importance of closing the
recycling loop by buying products made with recycled
content is also key to creating a sustainable
future. We need to rethink our waste and see it as a
resource that can be turned into new products

Find out more >>

To get our future newsletters

Register with us
 

 Thank you for your interest in Tasmania's Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives.   
 

Remember to REGISTER HERE if you would like ongoing updates.  

Download now

 

 

 

https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
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Waste Initiatives Team 

REGISTER NOW

You have received this email as you have previously been connected to our work. If you wish to unsubscribe from
future emails, please let us know by emailing us at Waste.Initiatives@nre.tas.gov.au
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