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Welcome to our first newsletter, and what an issue
we have in store for you.
2021 has been a big year for Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives in Tasmania.
Our ‘year in review’ edition will cover just a few things that have happened and give you a taste of what is to
come. Our newsletter will be issued regularly moving forward.
Why am I receiving this newsletter, you may ask...
We are sending our first edition to our stakeholders, as we want to ensure we reach everyone who wants to stay
connected and hear about all the latest news.
If you would like to register for ongoing updates or share with others who may be interested, then
please REGISTER HERE.
News Alert: From 1 December, the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE)
has changed its name, we are now known as Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania.

The latest Updates

The new Waste and Resource Recovery Bill 2021

Instead of recyclable materials going to landfill, we want those materials to be removed from the waste stream
and turned into new products.
The Waste and Resource Recovery Bill (2021) marks a significant change in the way Tasmania manages waste.
Most importantly the Bill establishes a strategic framework for tackling priority waste and resource recovery
issues in Tasmania. The Bill will require that a Waste Strategy is developed, which will set short and long
term objectives to divert waste from disposal in landfill, to maximise resource recovery, and improve waste
management practices more broadly. Implementation of the Strategy will be overseen by a new Board, and a
new levy on waste disposed of in landfill will provide the mechanism by which taking action on waste
minimization and fostering development in the resource recovery sector can be achieved.
Fundamentally, the Bill puts a value on resources that can be recycled and reused – whether they be plastic,
glass, rubber crumb, organics or metal – these materials have more value in the productive economy than in
landfill.

The Tasmanian Government tabled the Waste and Resource Recovery Bill 2021 in Parliament in October 2021.
The Bill passed through the House of Assembly on 11 November 2021, the Bill did not pass through the
Legislative Council during this sitting of Parliament. The Bill is likely to be debated in the Legislative Council in
the next session in early 2022.
Revenue from the levy on waste will be reinvested into better management of waste and will fund and enable
growth in the resource recovery sector, including the creation of new jobs. The Bill also creates the Tasmanian
Waste and Resource Recovery Board to manage waste levy funds.
Alasdair Wells the Program Manager for Waste Policy and Programs said “It’s been a team effort to get to this
point. I’m so grateful to everyone that has helped us so far. These are really important changes for Tasmania to
help significantly improve the way we recover resources and reduce waste going to landfill. The support of local
government and industry have also been crucial to getting to the stage we’re at.”
More information can be found on the website on the Environment Management page.
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Applications Open: Southern Organics Waste
Processing Expression of Interest

The Tasmanian Government has invited proposals for capital investment to establish or upgrade organics
reprocessing infrastructure to service the region of southern Tasmania.
Total funding of up to $3 million over two years is available. The key objective of the program is to improve and
increase food organics garden organics (FOGO), commercial organics, and industrial organics reprocessing
capacity in southern Tasmania.
The Tasmanian Government has set a target to reduce the volume of organic waste sent to landfill by 50 per
cent by 2030, consistent with the national target in the National Waste Policy Action Plan 2019.
Instead of organic material going to landfill, more will be recovered from the waste streams and turned into
rich compost that can support our valuable agricultural sector. This will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
grow Tasmania’s circular economy.
See further details and guidelines for applying to the Southern Organic Waste Processing Expression of Interest.
Applications close on 31 January 2022 (5:00 pm AEDT).
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Waste Initiatives Progress Report

The Waste Initiatives Progress Report outlines the status of various waste initiatives in Tasmania.
The Report provides a summary of actions with the timeframe and current status. The Government has
committed to ensuring Tasmania continues to grow business and industry opportunities by addressing
priority waste streams, and developing strategic and sustainable pathways forward.
The Progress Report outlines the key actions that the Government is already implementing or has committed
additional resourcing to in the 2021-22 Budget.
Initiatives include:
Investment in the resource recovery sector
Introduction of a Container Refund Scheme
Introduction of a waste levy
Improving waste and resource recovery governance

Strategic planning for organic waste and waste infrastructure
Development of strategies for problematic single use plastics
Management of litter and illegal dumping
Improving waste and resource recovery data
Improving public awareness and education in waste management
If you would like to read the report, check out the Environment Management - Waste Action Plan page on the
website.
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What has been happening with CRS

The Tasmanian Government is bringing in a Container Refund Scheme where Tasmanians will get a 10c refund for
each eligible drink container they return to a designated Refund Point.
The Tasmanian Government tabled the Container Refund Scheme Bill 2021 in Parliament on 26 October 2021.
The Bill passed through the Lower House on 10 November 2021 and was debated in the Upper House on 25
November 2021. While it was decided that there would not be an inquiry, the Upper House determined they
needed more time for the members to understand the Bill, and so have adjourned debate of the CRS Bill until
the next Sitting session in early 2022.
The CRS aims to reduce litter and boost recycling, to protect our unique natural environment. Millions of drink
containers will be recycled each year instead of ending up in our parks, rivers, beaches and landfills. The
Scheme will promote better environmental outcomes, create employment, and provide opportunities for local
businesses as well as social enterprises, enabling charities to raise money to fund important community work.
The Project Team have been working closely with sectors such as the Tasmanian local beverage industry,
charities and community groups, and local government to ensure that the Scheme will be a great fit for the
Tasmanian community.
The Scheme is proposed to follow a split governance model with the Scheme Coordinator and Network
Operator appointed through a public tender process - keep a watch on www.tenders.tas.gov.au if this is of
interest to you.
More information about the CRS can be found on the NRE Website under Environment Management - Container
Refund Scheme page.

LGAT Seminar

Staff recently attended the Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) annual
conference, showcasing some of the waste initiatives currently underway.

This has been a positive experience with our staff mingling with local government managers and councilors,
discussing hot topics and initiatives taking place in their local communities.
Our very own Darryl Cook spoke at the conference on Friday morning about the Department’s waste initiatives
programs and how they relate to local government, and in particular, about the importance of local
government. They provide so many services in the waste area that there is a lot of space for local and state
governments to work together.
"It is a transformational time for local and state governments to partner and work together on waste and
resource recovery” - Waste Initiatives Manager, Darryl Cook said.

Waste NoT Awards

The 2021 Waste NoT Awards were held on Wednesday 15 September, at Launceston's Country Club Casino
Tasmania.
Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania Alasdair Wells spoke at the awards about Tasmania being in a state
of innovation and excellence - “activities that we’re hearing about today just reinforce that sense of creativity
we have in Tasmania.”
The awards covered waste avoidance, waste processing and education initiatives through recycling, re-invention
and upcycling. The Awards recognise efforts made to improve waste management and recycling in Northern
Tasmania.
Waste NoT Award categories and winners:
Overall Winner - Lilydale District Pony Club
Primary School - Longford Primary School
Secondary School - Scottsdale High School
Colleges/Tertiary Education Institutions - Launceston College Makers Workshop Class
Small – Medium Organisations (under 150 employees) - Bridestowe Lavender Estate and Aspen Hair
Large Organisations (over 150 employees) - Hillwood Berries Pty Ltd
Not for Profit/Community Groups - Lilydale District Pony Club and Rotary Club of Central Launceston
State/Local Government - Northern Midlands Council

Scrapping Australian Food Waste

“The Australian Food Pact is an ambitious voluntary agreement that brings together a broad range
of organisations in a new pre-competitive collaboration to make our food system more sustainable, resilient and
circular.” - Australian Food Pact.
At its heart is a multi-year commitment to identify priorities, develop solutions and implement change at scale.
Voluntary agreements are a proven way of tackling food waste, focusing on prevention, reuse (donation) and
food chain transformation and innovation.
Manager of Waste Initiatives branch, Darryl Cook, said “It is great to see companies putting aside their
competitive tensions to collaborate on preventing food waste. We encourage organisations all along the food
supply chain to sign up to this exciting initiative.”
When asked about why he was attending, Darryl said “we need to stop thinking about food as waste - it isn’t
waste, it’s food. There are all kinds of ways to keep food at its highest value, for example research can find
ways to recover nutritional food from material previously left in the paddock to rot and food
rescue organisations can rapidly deliver unsold fresh food to needy people in our community.”

Taking the lead on sustainability

Tasmanian students are showing a keen interest in sustainability. Maree Bakker from EPA Tasmania has been busy
presenting cheques to local schools as part of the 2021 Sustainable Schools grant program administered by Keep
Australia Beautiful (Tasmania).
The Sustainable Schools grants present an opportunity for schools in Tasmania to undertake projects that meet
sustainability objectives. They are judged on the environmental programs they propose to implement in the
classroom, the school yard, and the wider community.
Maree presented cheques to Ogilvie High School, Huonville High School and the Huon Valley Homeschool Group.
“I enjoyed seeing how the funds will be used to provide facilities in schools to encourage the children to learn
about and participate in sustainability, hands-on," she said. "This supports the cross-curriculum priority of
Sustainability and harnesses a lot of good will in both the teaching staff and students to do something positive
for the environment” Maree said.

Education in our community
Handmade paper crafts
UCTV Alive for Kids hosted by the Peter Underwood
Centre - YouTube videos of hand-made papermaking and
beeswax wraps, hands-on activities to support
education around paper waste and plastic waste.
READ MORE

National Science Week
Staff attended the Festival of Bright Ideas in National
Science Week, explaining the model of a landfill and
discussing the importance of reducing waste.
READ MORE

Discovery Rangers
Maree Bakker will running training programs
this summer as part of Parks Discovery Rangers on
plastic/waste reduction. Find out more about our
education programs below.
READ MORE

To get our future newsletters

Register with us
Thank you for your interest in Tasmania's Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives.
Remember to REGISTER HERE if you would like ongoing updates.
Waste and Resource Recovery Initiative Project Team

REGISTER NOW

You have received this email as you have previously been connected to our work. If you wish to unsubscribe
from future emails, please let us know by emailing us at Waste.Initiatives@nre.tas.gov.au
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