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Recycle Rewards: Tasmania's Container Refund
Scheme 

Tasmania’s new container refund scheme Recycle Rewards is set to launch
in 2023. The scheme is a key Tasmanian Government initiative that aims to
reduce litter, increase recycling and support the development of our circular
economy.   
In March 2022, the Container Refund Scheme Bill 2021 was passed by the
Legislative Council. The next step will be the development of Regulations to
support the Act.   
A competitive procurement process is currently underway to appoint the Scheme Coordinator and Network
Operator. The expression of interest stage is complete, and the successful proponents have been issued with
request for tender documentation to commence the next stage of the procurement process.  

Learn more

AGFEST 2022

NRE Tas had a highly successful Agfest 2022, with thousands
dropping by and interacting with our displays. 
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The NRE Tas team had a successful unveiling of the new container
refund scheme – ‘Recycle Rewards’ – with the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change, Roger Jaensch, calling in on
Saturday and kids getting excited about earning pocket money by
returning bottles and containers instead of throwing them away. 

Drink containers make up 45 per cent of Tasmania’s litter, by volume.
When Recycle Rewards launches next year, Tasmanians will be able
to get a refund for each eligible drink container they return to a designated refund point.  This means more money
in your pocket and less litter in our environment.

Keep Australia Beautiful

Keep Australia Beautiful is active in Tasmania with its flagship
Sustainable Communities (Tidy Towns) Awards, and the
Sustainable Schools Grants Program. These programs are assisted
through funding from the Tasmanian Government. Eleven schools
were successful in receiving funding. Recipients received grants for
initiatives including gardening projects, recycling and even
beekeeping. 

Schools can apply in 2023 for the next round of funding. Keep an
eye on the KAB Tasmania website.

Learn more

Food Organics

Organic waste – such as food waste, wood and timber, green
waste, biosolids, and organics in general waste bins – is a high
priority issue for governments, industry, and the community.
Disposal of organic waste in landfill is a significant problem
because:

We lose valuable resources that could be repurposed for
other useful products - such as food for human or animal
consumption, or compost and soil conditioning products
It generates methane, a potent greenhouse gas emission that contributes to climate change
It costs households thousands of dollars each year 

The Tasmanian Government has committed $6 million, together with matching Australian Government funding, for
increasing commercial organics and industrial organics reprocessing capacity across our State. 

The Tasmanian Government is partnering with Stop Food Waste Australia, with the current focus on raising
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awareness on industry led interventions (Australian Food Pact and Sector Action Plans). The Government is also
supporting the business case with the Australian Government for a National Consumer Behaviour Change
Campaign, scheduled to begin in 2024.

Learn more

Landfill Levy commences and Waste Resource and
Recovery Board appointed

The landfill levy commenced on 1 July following the passing of the Waste and
Resource Recovery (WRR) Act and Regulations. The aim of this levy is to
encourage people to reduce waste and recycle to reduce the amount of waste
going to landfill. In consultation with waste facility operators, NRE Tas is
continuing to develop operational guidelines and policies to assist stakeholders
achieve compliance, including communication materials which are suitable for
the general public and landfill operators. 

Commencing 1 July 2022, six members were appointed to the inaugural Waste
and Resource Recovery Board following an expression of interest process. The
appointed Chairperson is Adjunct Professor the Hon Pam Allan. The Board has
a number of functions and powers, including to provide advice and
recommendations to the Minister, prepare and assess the effectiveness of a
waste strategy and operational plan. 

Earlier this year the Tasmanian Government launched the landfill levy readiness grant scheme to assist councils
and other landfill and resource recovery operators prepare for the levy. Grants have been awarded to 16 recipients
for a variety of projects including weighbridges, compliance management, training staff and project management.

Learn more

Problematic Single Use Plastics 

Problematic single-use plastics are a pollutant in the environment and a significant risk to marine life and human
health. 
The Tasmanian Government has committed to phasing out a range problematic single-use plastic (PSUPs) in
Tasmania. The first stage of the phase-out will focus on events on public land and government facilities with a
focus on straws, utensils and stirrers, plastic bowls and plates, followed by a state-wide legislated phase-out in
2025. Additional plastic types are likely to be included in the legislation. 

NRE Tas is currently working with a range of stakeholders about early action at events on public land.

Learn more
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Recycling Modernisation Fund
(Plastics and Remote Area Grants) 

Building the capacity of Tasmania's resource recovery sector to process or use waste materials is central to
responding to the export bans on certain types of unprocessed waste, and for addressing key challenges in the
Tasmanian and broader Australian waste and resource recovery space.  
Tasmanian and Australian Government funding totalling $11 million has been committed to increasing plastics
recycling in Tasmania. Timberlink Wood Plastic Composite Manufacturing Plant was a successful grant recipient to
construct and commission the manufacture of wood plastic composite (WPC) products via plastic pellets derived
from recovered waste plastic and converting recovered high density polyethylene (HOPE) plastic waste into WPC
products.    
Mitchell's Plastic Welding was also a successful grant recipient and are constructing and commissioning a plastic
recycling and injection moulding facility to process recovered waste plastic into plastic products across various
markets. 
Through the Remote/Regional Recycling Modernisation Fund, the State matched over $870,000 in Australian
Government funding to assist the King Island, Flinders, and West Coast Councils to improve their recycling
infrastructure and services.  Including each Council’s respective contribution, over $2.7 million in total will be
invested in recycling infrastructure in these areas.

News Stories of Interest

The story of Nourish LA Turning food waste and a closed restaurant into a food drive
The Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) will be launching an Asia Pacific arm in September!

UK Plastics Pact, Courtauld Commitment 2030, 
Textiles 2030 and the citizen campaigns Love Food Hate Waste, Love Your Clothes, Clear on
Plastics and Recycle Now.
Food Waste Action Week and Recycle Week.

Compostable plastic kitchen caddy liners,
can they go in my FOGO?

The NSW EPA has released a statement on inputs to food only (FO)
and food and garden organics (FOGO) bins. This is in response to local
government and industry calls for guidance on acceptable inputs and
can be found on the EPA website here. 
The Position Statement notes that only the following materials should
be put in FO or FOGO bins:

Food and, for FOGO bins, garden organics
Compostable plastic kitchen caddy liners that comply with Australian Standards for commercial composting

FOGO or FO'NO'?
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Fibre-based kitchen caddy liners

Learn more

Composting at home isn’t an option for everyone, many council areas in Tasmania now offer kerbside organic
waste collection.  
Want to know what’s available in your local area? Check out your local council website for more information
around waste services

There is a lot of community interest and concern about waste and litter, particularly in
recent years as people witness huge volumes of waste going to landfill and the threat
that litter poses to marine wildlife.  With catalysts such as the ABC program ‘War on
Waste’ and restrictions on recyclables that could previously be sent to Asia, people
at home, at work and at school are looking for ways to reduce their environmental
footprint.  

Learn more

Upcoming Events Calendar

International Day of Awareness
of Food Loss and Waste -
29 September

Eat Well Tasmania launching
‘Too good to waste’ Campaign -
29 September

FOGO in your local area

City of Hobart

Kingborough

West Tamar

Brighton

Meander Valley

Launceston

Glenorchy

Central coast

Teaching kids about waste
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As the world’s population continues to grow, our
challenge should not be how to grow more food; but
reducing food loss and waste in a sustainable
manner.

Find out more >>

Join us in celebrating the launch and premiere
screening of Too Good To Waste, followed by a panel
discussion and refreshments. 

Find out more >>

Garage Sale Trail - 21 October
Garage Sale Trail is Australia's festival of pre-loved
stuff. It happens online and in the community too. 

Find out more >>

Recycling Week - 7-13 Nov
Engaging Australians on the importance of closing
the recycling loop.

Find out more >>

To get our future newsletters

Register with us
 Thank you for your interest in Tasmania's Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives.   

Remember to REGISTER HERE if you would like ongoing updates. 

REGISTER NOW
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