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2022 a busy year for all
The Parliament this year passed the Waste and Resource Recovery Act 2021 and the Container Refund Scheme Act
2021. This is a win for the environment and for jobs, with the levy expected to support the creation of up to 130 new fulltime positions in the waste and resource recovery sector once the maximum levy rate is reached.
Under the Container Refund Scheme, Tasmanian's will receive a 10-cent refund for returning eligible drink containers to
designated Refund Points around the State. Tasmanian charities and community groups will also be able to take part
ensuring groups, big and small, have plentiful opportunities to be part of the Scheme, and to benefit from it.
If you would like to register for ongoing updates or share with others who may be interested, then please REGISTER HERE.

Helping councils and businesses prepare for the
landfill levy

Ahead of the Landfill Levy starting 1 July 2022, the Landfill Levy Readiness Grant Scheme was implemented to assist
landfill operators and resource recovery operators meet their levy and data reporting requirements. Grant recipients will
use the funding for a variety of projects, including weighbridges, compliance management, training staff and project
management.
Strengthening the future for all Tasmanians and these facilities will ensure landfill and waste transfer stations are well
prepared for the introduction of the levy.

Waste and Resource Recovery Board appointed

Established under the Waste and Resource Recovery Act 2022, the Board will play an important role in advising the
Government on the direction for waste management, resource recovery, and the Circular Economy in Tasmania.
The Board’s roles will include preparation of the waste strategy, to promote and support resource recovery activities
across the State, promote market and local infrastructure development, oversee the use of landfill levy funds, and
administer several assistance programs as specified in the Act.
Find out more >>

Barwick’s successful proponent of southern organic waste
processing facility

B G & J M Barwick Pty Ltd has been chosen as the successful applicant for $3 million of seed funding to establish a
regional organic waste processing facility in southern Tasmania following an extensive Expressions of Interest process.
Barwick’s proposed project is for an industrial scale in-vessel composting facility at Boyer, adjacent to the Norske Skog
Boyer mill, and is expected to create up to 30 full-time equivalent jobs during the construction phase and 15 ongoing jobs.
This facility, once operational, will play an important role in the southern organic waste management system and will
complement other projects under development to grow our circular economy. The new facility at Boyer will process up to
24,000 tonnes of organic waste per annum and will complement Barwick’s existing facilities at Oatlands and Bridgewater
to allow them to expand their total processing capacity of 113,000 tonne per annum to 165,000 tonne per annum. The
facility’s strategic placement at Boyer will play a role in processing commercial organic materials in conjunction with local
councils’ food organics and garden organics (FOGO).

Tasmanian Organics Research Report and Strategic
Framework

Consultants RMCG were engaged to prepare a research report to identify organic waste streams, expand knowledge about
their volume and nature, and to prepare a strategic framework to identify options and actions for future organic waste
treatment and its uses. To provide a brief summary of key findings within each of the two reports, a Departmental
Infosheet has been prepared that summarises: the current landscape of organic waste generation and recovery; results
from future scenario analysis of changed organics generation and material flows; and the recommended key strategic
objectives and priority outcomes for organic waste in Tasmania.

The Infosheet and both reports are available on the Department’s
website Organics and Food Waste | Department of Natural Resources
and Environment Tasmania (nre.tas.gov.au).
The research reports includes the development and collection of a new
data set, the 2020 Tasmanian Organics Baseline Database for organic
materials and waste. The data indicates that while there is already
good recovery of much organic material (77 per cent), there is still a
significant amount going to landfill (23 per cent), which represents
both a lost opportunity and significant greenhouse gas emissions.

The latest Updates

Tasmanian Waste and Recovery Forum in Hobart

The Tasmanian Branch of the Waste Management and
Resource Recovery (WMRR) Association held their annual
forum in Hobart in April 2022. With a packed room with
people from all across the state – and interstate – it was a
day of presentations, laughs and networking.
Tasmania's Minister for Environment, Roger Jaensch MP
opened the event providing an overview of the systemsbased waste management approach being implemented in
Tasmania and the optimistic future for waste and resource
recovery in Tasmania.
Gayle Sloan CEO of the Waste Management and Resource Recovery Association of Australia provided a national update
acknowledging how far the sector and government policy has come in recent years and encouraging continued energy and
commitment to get to a circular economy.
Stop Food Waste Australia’s Mark Barthel talked about the 23 interventions to halve #foodwaste by 2030 and the
organisation’s 4 programs to drive change, including embedding new criteria into design, buying and sourcing.
Wrapping up the morning were our very own NRE Tas and EPA leaders who talked about their priorities, the current work
that staff within the Department and Authority are undertaking and some of the upcoming projects in the pipeline.
Picture: WMRR LinkedIn

Phasing Out Problematic and Unnecessary Plastics

The Tasmanian Government has agreed to meet the national target of phasing
out problematic and single use plastics by 2025, and we are working to address
the impacts of these plastics and increase resource recovery through the
Government’s Plastic Free Tasmania initiative and in conjunction with
the National Waste Policy Action Plan.

Improving sustainability on World Environment Day

The 2022 Keep Australia Beautiful Tasmania (KABTas) Sustainable Schools Grants Program play a
significant role in educating and engaging the next generation of leaders about improving
sustainability, as well as harnessing their creativity and ideas for our environment.
Celebrated annually on June 5, World Environment Day encourages awareness and action for

the protection of the environment. Selected from a strong field of 33 competing schools, most
of the schools who received funding want to improve their gardening, composting and recycling
facilities.
Congratulations to Bayview and King Island Secondary Schools, Huonville, East Derwent,
Latrobe, Molesworth, Montagu Bay, Strahan and Windermere Primary Schools, North West
Christian School and North West Support School, St Marys College and also two Child and Family
Learning Centres, Break O’Day and Burnie.

Have you seen our campaign?
Prior to the Landfill Levy beginning on 1 July 2022, there has been extensive industry
consultation, as well as a marketing campaign to raise public awareness.
We'd like to know where you've heard about the upcoming Landfill Levy in the last two
months.
Help provide feedback by taking the survey.

Take the survey now

Landfill Levy Awareness Resources
The landfill levy awareness resources are to provide stakeholders withposters, flyers and
FAQs that can be distributed to customers, clients and staff as required. These resources
are designed to support our stakeholders to transition their own stakeholders into levy
commencement.
Information for stakeholders on data and reporting requirements will be provided
through guidelines available on the Landfill Levy Data Recording and Reportingwebpage.

Resources

United Nations agrees to create 'historic' global treaty on
plastic pollution in landmark agreement

The United Nations has approved a landmark agreement to create the world's
first global plastic pollution treaty, describing it as the most significant
environmental deal since the 2015 Paris climate accord.
Member states held talks for more than a week in Nairobi to agree to the outline
of a pact to rein in soaring plastic pollution, an environmental crisis that extends
from ocean trenches to mountain tops.
Find out more >>

Education and Awareness About Waste

There is a lot of community interest and concern about waste and litter,
particularly in recent years as people witness huge volumes of waste going to
landfill and the threat that litter poses to marine wildlife. With catalysts
such as the ABC program ‘War on Waste’ and restrictions on recyclables that
could previously be sent to Asia, people at home, at work and at school are
looking for ways to reduce their environmental footprint. 

Learn more

COVID Facemasks
Alarmingly, there has been a huge increase in single-use face masks in the litter stream.
Mask straps should be snipped before placing them in the garbage, in the event that they
blow out of bins and potentially cause grief to animals.

Reporting Rubbish
A new online web application called Report Rubbish makes it easy to report litter and
dumping via smartphone, tablet or computer.
Simply go to rubbish.epa.tas.gov.au and fill out the details requested – Report
Rubbish will ask about the location, quantity and type of rubbish. You can add photos
if you have them.
The report will be automatically forwarded to the relevant authority (such as a local
council or State Government organisation) alerting them that the rubbish is there.

Learn more

Upcoming Events Calendar

Plastic Free July
Whether you’re a beginner looking for a few single-use plastics to avoid, or someone well on their way to a plastic free
life, we have ideas to inspire!
Find out more >>

Garage Sale Trail - 21 October

Recycling Week - 7-13 Nov

Garage Sale Trail is Australia's festival of pre-loved stuff.

Engaging Australians on the importance of closing the

It happens online and in the community too. The festival
is dedicated to helping you extend the life of your stuff

recycling loop by buying products made with recycled
content is also key to creating a sustainable

and find the ultimate pre-loved gem.

future. We need to rethink our waste and see it as a
resource that can be turned into new products

Find out more >>

Find out more >>

To get our future newsletters

Register with us
Thank you for your interest in Tasmania's Waste and Resource Recovery Initiatives.
Remember to REGISTER HERE if you would like ongoing updates.
Waste and Resource Recovery Initiative Project Team

REGISTER NOW

You have received this email as you have previously been connected to our work. If you wish to unsubscribe from future
emails, please let us know by emailing us at Waste.Initiatives@nre.tas.gov.au
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